
From the Pastor’s Desk 

“I hope you never need me, but when you do, I’ll be there for you.” 

These are the words inscribed on the shirts that the Sanford Trauma team wears
both in clinic and in the Emergency department. At first read an alarming
statement from health care workers. Let’s face it, many of us would rather avoid
hospitals and clinics at all costs simply because of what our test(s) may show.
Or perhaps previous trauma from other family or health concerns. But a
comforting feeling that when we do need them, regardless of our situation, they
are there for us. Pondering the weight of these words makes me think of the
Jesus movement. 

If we are familiar with our Bible specifically the Gospels we read; Luke 12:49-56
(Jesus comes to divide people); Matthew 10:14 (if you are not welcomed, dust
off your sandals and leave); and many other troubling verses about Jesus in the
world. Of course, as we know we can take any verse out of context and twist it to
our needs. In these verses however, Jesus specially speaks about divide. Yes,
Jesus’ entry into the world is both hope and judgment. Families will turn on each
other, friends will fight and go away, the world will be turned upside down. Not
everyone will welcome Jesus (SPOILER ALERT) and they don’t have too. 

As we read in John 3:16, God sends God’s only Son into the world so that ALL
shall be saved. Not just the Christians, not just the Jewish people, not just you,
fill in the blank with whomever. BUT ALL the world. Especially those that do not
want to receive the good news of Jesus. Amidst the pushback, the vile rumors
and gossip about Jesus’ ministry, the challenges within and outside his ministry,
HE persists. I can only imagine that Jesus must have said these same words “I
hope you never need me, but when you do, I’ll be there for you.” Either spoken
out loud or in his own mind. As we read in Luke 23:34, Jesus uses the last of his
energy to forgive the crowds. They hurl insults at him, they cast lots for his
clothing, they degrade him, yet he uses every ounce of energy to bring
forgiveness. 
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With everything Jesus does, he never forgets why he is called into the world. To bring
salvation to every person. To reconnect with all God’s creation. Ministry can be
draining. As I look back on the places, I have been, I have baptized still born children,
I have held hands and felt their spirit leave them, I have sat with cancer patients,
given last rites to those that never got to grow old, I have sang hymns with tear-filled
eyes and played cards with families with long hospital stays. I’ve sat in rooms with
angry people that needed an outlet to vent in. It’s enough to make you wonder why
this career path. Why would God choose me. Then I’m reminded when young children
come running up to greet me. When you reach out to meet up for coffee or lunch.
When we share laughter in Bible studies and when we welcome each other. 

I am reminded that I have been called to serve not only in times of sunshine and
warmth but in the times of storms. My hope and prayer for each and every one of you
is that you never have to experience the full weight of my Pastoral training (receiving
last rites, crisis response, etc.) but when you do, I’ll be there for you! Even if we do
not agree with one another, I am proud to serve as your Pastor and will be there for
you in every high and every low. Thanks be to God!

In God’s Love, 
Rev. Chris Friese 
C: 218-443-3339 | Stmattspastor@midconetwork.com



The worship team would like to thank all those who
stepped up and filled worship duties this summer when
we did not have families assigned. You are all very much
appreciated! 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!

 SEPTEMBER WORSHIP
ASSISTANTS:

1.Travis & Stephanie Anderson
Family

2.Neil & Kami Danner Family
3.Josh & Dara Faul Family
4.Jess Haugen/Cindy & Larry

Eliason
5.Ben & Kylie Hippen Family
6.Ed & Karyn Hippen Family
7.Brandon & Leigh LaRoque

Family
8.Dianne Lundgren
9.Paul & Heidi Strande Family

10.Kade & Megan Sveen/Myrdal
Family

REMINDER:

LET’S HAVE A GREAT FALL

Signing up is easy! You can sign up

online on the church website – worship

– click worship resources and then there

will be a sign up link. There is also a

sheet just inside the church entrance on

bulletin board if you prefer to sign up in

person. OR you can let me know and I

will make sure you get signed up! It

DOES NOT have to be your month to sign

up – your help any month is welcomed!

Worship Team News
 bohlmanrobyn@gmail.com | 701-739-4192



Properties Team 

I’d like to give a shout
out to all those that
have been keeping
the grounds looking
good. 

A reminder that fall cleanup
will be here before we know it
and there will be some
opportunities for volunteer
hours. Thanks, Rocky

Thank you to all that
graciously donated
bars/desserts for the teachers
luncheon! They were all very
much appreciated.
Thank you to Marc and Beth
Kurz and Sharon for helping
prepare, serve and clean up
the teachers luncheon!! It was
so so appreciated!
Thank you to the Church
Council who has weathered
multiple transitions and kept
the church going!

Thank you to all those who have
stepped up to help keep St.
Matthew’s functioning!



Confirmation  Begins
September 9 

Confirmation:
 The Hero’s Journey

2026-2027

6  Graders
Receive their

Bible

th

Learn about
Scripture

Connect with the
wider church

Parents - watch
your email for

more info! 

Students and
Parents Gather at

7pm 

Grow in Faith











September 1
 Linda Quern
September 3

Ed Hippen
September 5 

Owen Clemetson
Todd Fee

September 6
Randy Bohlman
Samantha Jallo

September 7
Sara Anderson
Carrie Herrig
September 9

Paul Bakke
September 11

Megan Bohlman
September 12

Jocelyn Sondreal

September 13
Ryan Avdem

September 15
Owen Gallant

Jeremy Hughes
Duane Naas

September 16
Beth Hughes

September 17
Mark Adams

Riley Stoe
September 18
Chelsea Moen
Drevin Setness
September 19

Robbin McMorran
September 20

Jimmy Ferguson
Jessica Haugen
Mickey Munson

September 21
Cooper George
Kevin Shimek
September 23

Brantley Vaagene
September 24
Joan Boushee
September 25
John Bohlman

Braden Faul
Jevin Fee

Paul Galegher
Mason Mikelson

Julie Shirek
Greta Ella Marie Wilson

September 26
Cole Potter

September 29
Dawn Stoe

Kevin Strand
September 30

Brycen Faul

Wishing all our September Birthdays aWishing all our September Birthdays aWishing all our September Birthdays a
Wonderful MonthWonderful MonthWonderful Month   

Wishing all our September Birthdays a
Wonderful Month 

Mission Support To Date







701 Broadway St. 
Thompson, ND 58278

(701) 599-2081 
stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Pastor Chris Office Hours
Monday: 9:00-5:00

Tuesday: Available by phone
Wednesday: 1:00-8:00
Thursday: 9:00-5:00

Cellphone: 218-443-3339

Join us for worship
Sundays at 10:00 am


