From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Ones in Christ Jesus,

As we are entering the first few days of this ministry together, the Spirit is moving! First, thank you all for the
warm reception of my first week. From leading a Bible study on day one, to meeting the team at Thompson Public
Schools to having tea with the bright minds of our future! | will say my eldest son was so confused why he was gifted
grilling materials and why | got all the fun Minecraft toys (all joking — the grill stuff is mine).

| shared a laugh with the Women’s Bible study. They were so concerned about trying not to scare me away my
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first day with their questions. Let me assure EVERYONE two things, 1) | have a preteen (almost teenager — yes, | am that
old) who loves to play infinite questions with Alex and I. 2) | have worked in Chaplaincy roughly five (5) years. | have
heard just about everything under the sun. All of this is to say, the only “bad” question is the one that does not get
asked. Ever since Adam and Eve ate the forbidden fruit, we have been a people of wonder.

To be human is to ask questions, to explore the world around us! Ever since working with people at the end of
their earthly journey and the families supporting them. | have learned, it is better to be bold in our question asking than
to let the question burn inside us. Stay tuned for next month as we (all of us reading this) will explore asking

difficult questions. More important, having challenging conversations.

A few House Keeping Things:
If you call me by my name (Chris) | will not be offended. Yes, my title is Pastor, at the end of the day my name is

‘Al 2

Chris. | have a great sermon on identity where we will talk about names and who/whose we are!

September: | begin new trainings in September the dates are Monday Sept. 8 through Tuesday Sept. 9. | will not
be in office Monday Sept. 8 as | will be at Fair Hills meeting and learning with all the Pastors/Deacons of

EaND Synod.
Planned Schedule for Pastor Chris:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

home 12pm to 9pm 9 to Spm Off Off 9am to
Call if you (Confirmation) (as needed) (as needed) 1pm
need me

~

I Schedules are subject to change based on weather, life events, and needs of the church! You can always call if you have
» guestions or need guidance!

. God’s Peace
Chris Friese

Pastor at St. Matthew’s

9 to Spm Working from i
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§t Matthew’ssR Youth & Family Ministry is looking

2028-26 Education for volunteers to help with:
* Registration
TEEF B EBEF BB B0
We're excited to launch another year of
growing in faith together! Whether it's
Sunday School or Confirmation, there's a
place for every child to connect, learn, and
grow at St. Matthew's. Open to all children &
youth, ages 3 (if ready) to 8" Grade!
Classes begin this September! -
Register with the QR code

Help us kick off a fantastic year [=]:
of faith, fun, and fellowship — sign up today!

“K Thank You to WELCA for
Tyou

purchasing our Bibles
again this year! Your
generosity each year is very much
appreciated!
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« Wednesday September 3 -
Sunday School Teacher
Orientation at 6:00 pm

« Wednesday September 3 -
Confirmation students &
parents orientation at 7 pm

« Sunday September 7 -

Rally Sunday - SMore of
God's Love at 9 am.

unday September 7 -
Bible Sunday - New Pre-K, 3
Grade and 6™ Grade receives
their bibles at 10 am
Wednesday September10 -
S'more Shenanigans Kickoff
at 6:45 pm at the church - All
9™ 12" grade students are
invited to participate.
Sunday September 21-
Kids sing in church at 10 am
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'Ministry
for an incredible year

U to be part of it!
studies to service

Gather ‘round the fire and enjoy an
unforgettable evening! Roast
marshmallows, share stories, play
games and of course eat!

September
At St Matthew’s

Thank You to our 1* Host Family
Travis & Shannon Johnson
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'Shenanigans
'-12"" Grade

1oolers — LYO is reloading into
old, and full of Holy Shenanigans!

ge youth group. It's a space to hang
v in faith, and maybe get a little goofy
ther you're craving real conversations,
deep friendships, or just a place to

ans is where it's at. From bonfires
nack nights to game nights to God
ilding a community that's all about

and part of the Thompson areq,
rt of the Holy Shenanigans!

or Holy Shenanigans —

gets real, and fun gets loud.

4

10 |6:45,
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#Holy Shenanigans
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Intriguing Clues @
x Hidden Treasures
Team Ponding
Food
pon't Miss Out,
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CcrosswALK

Location: Christus Rex on UND Campus
Dates: October 15, 22, 29; November 5, 12
Time: 7:30-9:00 pm

Proverbs - Everlasting Wisdom NNDA

for Everyday Life - Vance Pitman
The kickoff offering from CrossWalk will i
be on the book of Proverbs Hosted by T P RITUL
Carrie Herrig. She will guide participants C/W/éﬁ((ﬂy ﬁ){')'f oy
) (I =

through the book. 76/21/(5/0’{{/ L{f/f,j’

This study is limited to 15 participants
and registration will be required.

Have questions?
Contact Bre Berberich or Carrie Herrig
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A huge thank you to our amazing Outreach Team & helpers for serving lunch to the staff of
Thompson Public Schools today! Your hands and hearts made this meal a gift of love and
appreciation.

To the incredible teachers, staff, and administration of Thompson Public Schools — we are so
grateful for the work you do each day in shaping and guiding the next generation. May God bless you
with patience, joy, and strength as this new school year begins.

“Let all that you do be done in love.” — 1 Corinthians 16:14

WELCA News

This year WELCA donated backpacks and school supplies for 15 kids at Thompson Public School!
Praying all of the students and staff at TPS have a wonderful and safe year!

Thank you to all the amazing women who help with fundraising, to everyone who gives throughout
the year, and to all who cheer us on and support our efforts— you make donations like this possible!

—— /
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands. We apologize if we missed anyone, Chunen

MOUSE

know that you are all appreciated!

« Thank you to all those who ran the clavinova for Julie Brorby this

summer. You are very much appreciated: Mary Mitchell, Ella Herrig, Bre Berberich,
Robyn Bohlman, Wade Strande, Jon and Junelle Hjelmstad, Grace Burger and Natalie Berger
Our faithful tech crew who helps us worship and stay connected with all those who are tuning
in on YouTube.

Our dedicated Lawn guys who keep the grass looking green and cut

All those who helped move furniture for the carpet cleaners

Our LYO and youth members who attended Tea with the Pastor and welcomed Pastor Chris and
asked some fun questions

Bre Berberich for all of her hardwork in planning Sunday School and LYO Shenanigans

Carrie Herrig for all her hardwork in planning CrossWalks book group for our young adults

A huge thank you to Dalene Jacobson (Administrative Assistant) and
John Schumacher (Bookkeeper) for your faithful work and dedication to
St. Matthew’s over the last several years!

Your organization, attention to detail, and dedication to keep
everything running smoothly made such a big difference. We're grateful for all
you did behind the scenes to support and keep things on track! Thank you for
all the ways you’ve contributed and for the care you brought to everything you

did, you have blessed our church family in countless ways!

We wish you all the best in this next chapter!
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September

Neil & Kami Danner Family

Josh & Dara Faul Family

Jess Haugen, Cindy & Larry Eliason

Brandon & Leigh LaRoque Family
Dianne Lundgren

Scott & Charla Peterson Family

sh

sista

October

Duane & Chris Naas

Ryan & Stephanie Broyles Family
Lance & Taylor Monson Family
Justin & Jill Johnson Family
Blake & Cassie Riewer Family

Ryan & Liz Welsh

Happy Birthday in August!

Linda Quern

Ed Hippen

Owen Clemetson, Todd Fee
Randy Bohlman, Samantha Jallo
Sara Anderson, Carrie Herrig
Paul Bakke

Megan Bohlman

Jocelyn Sondreal

Ryan Avdem

Owen Gallant, Jeremy Hughes,
Duane Naas

Beth Hughes

Mark Adams, Riley Stoe
Chelsea Moen, Drevin Setness
Robbin McMorran

Jimmy Ferguson, Jessica Haugen,
Mickey Munson

Paul & Heidi Strande Family Bill & Cheryl Widman

Kade & Megan Sveen/Myrdal Family

Anyone can be an usher, reader,
communion server, or acolyte. Can you help? You can
sign up to by scanning this QR code or you can sign
up on the paper in the entryway.

Cooper George, Kevin Shimek

Brantley Vaagene

Joan Boushee

John Bohlman, Braden Faul,
Jevin Fee, Paul Galegher,
Mason Mikelson, Julie Shirek,
Greta Wilson

Cole Potter

All women of St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church are welcome to
Women'’s Bible Study
AN27 ! Monday, September 15th at 10:00 am at the
Church We meet the third Monday of the month.

Wm

A\BIBLE STUDY

Dawn Stoe, Kevin Strand

Brycen Faul

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s men
gather on Sunday mornings at
9am in the Fellowship Hall for a
chance to chat, drink coffee and learn
together. Their topics of discussion
vary, but new folks are always
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Council Minutes from July 6™, 2025
(minutes approved by the Council during August meeting)

In Attendance: Angie Muhs, Robin Bohlman, Kristie Adams, Wade Strande and Claire Herland.
Absent: Lorelei Robinson, and Brandon LaRoque. Beth Kurz
Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie 6:37 p.m.

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved with a change to the old business with removal of the Dinner Church ,
which was #6 on the agenda. Robyn, 2" by Wade, MC

Minutes Approval: Wade made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, 2m by Kristie, MC.

Financial Reports: Kristie reviewed the financial reports and stated the budget is ahead by $1,969, mainly due to
not having to pay a pastoral salary. The full financial report is attached below:

Approval of Financial Report: Robyn made a motion to accept the financial report, 2" by Wade, MC.

The reports are attached below: (at the time this newsletter was written no reports were received with these minutes)
Pastor’s Report:
Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich
LYO:
Fellowship:
Outreach: Beth Kurz
Properties: Brandon

Worship: Robin Bohlman
Men In Mission:

WELCA: No report
Food Pantry: Mary Mitchell

Old Business-

Administrative Assistant Position update-
An interview is scheduled with an applicant on Thursday, July 9™, Angie and Wade will be conducting
the interview.
TV from Sanctuary to be placed in Fellowship Hall-location?
Tv has been hung in the sanctuary
HB sound and light update?
and HB sound came and updated all the TV’s to stop the blinking while in use. HB was successful in fixing
them and the problem was mainly due to old equipment. They also did a check on the security cam-
era’s to make sure they are in working order and no issues were noted.
Payment for pulpit supply:
Paid Pastor Bud for 3 services
Pastor Kate has been paid
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. Computer Update:
Will be on hold until new Pastor is hired
6. Directory update:
No update was given
7. Thompson Days Service update:
Robyn Bohlman from the worship committee commented that most all details have been worked out

Ul

00

Meeting Minutes Linked
It was noted the minutes will be a month behind because we can only link approved minutes.
New Business:
1. Insurance plan, progress for Pastor Christopher
a. Need to mail notices-postcards were mailed
b. Quorum number: 40 members is the quorum number or 10% of total membership, then 2/3 or
65%.
c. Insurance plan and what to do with the saved difference
The insurance plan that was decided was the Silver plus, Level A.
What to do with the saved amount was discussed and it was decided to contribute $1,800 for
2025 into a HAS and then revisit the amount for an additional contribution for 2026.
A motion to offer the above mentioned insurance plan and 2025 contribution was made by
Kristie, 2" by Robyn, MC.
2. Noisy Offerings:
a. August: is being used for donuts for the teachers lounge during their 1* week of school
b. July was changed to St. Joseph Food Program due to a request

Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 11" at 6:30 p.m.
Kristie made a motion to adjourn, 2" by Robin, MC. Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m

Respectfully submitted,
Claize gfterland

Council Secretary
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September 2025

Sun

7

9am Men In Mission

9am Rally Sunday- Sunday
School

10am Worship

14

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship

11:15am Church Council

21
9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School

10am Worship

28

9am Men In Mission

9am Sunday School
9:05am Itty Bitty Believers

10am Worship

Mon

1
Church Office Closed

7pm Quilting

8
7pm Quilting

15

10am Women’s Bible
Study

7pm Quilting

22
7pm Quilting

29

7pm Quilting
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Tue

2
9am Quilting

9

9am Quilting

11am Food Pantry

16

9am Quilting

23
9am Quilting

6pm Food Pantry

30

9am Quilting

Wed Thu Fri Sat
3 4 5 6
7pm Confirmation
Student/Parent Kickoff
10 11 12 13
6:45pm S’'more
Shenanigans (LYO)
7pm Confirmation
17 18 19 20
7pm Confirmation NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE
24 25 26 27

6:45pm Holy Hunt
Around (LYO)

7pm Confirmation



St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Welcome to worship

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

All services live on our YouTube Channel

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 (701) 599-2081

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP
Pastor: Christopher “Chris” Friese stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
Administrative Assistant: Chris Moore stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com
Council President: Angie Muhs stmattspresident@gmail.com
Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com
Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net
Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams kmadams4@rocketmail.com
Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org
Fellowship Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member!
Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque blaroque@hotmail.com
Education Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member!
Youth And Family Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com
Youth Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member!
Worship Team Lead: Robyn Bohiman bohlmanrobyn@gmail.com
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