We are in an election year and one phrase that is being thrown around needs some unpacking. ‘Christian
Nationalism’ may sound like a good thing because it uses the word “Christian” and it sounds patriotic. Friends, don’t
fall for this. It is neither.

So what is Christian Nationalism and why is it a problem? Our ELCA Presiding Bishop, Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, has
helped teach on this topic. She endorsed a statement called “Christians Against Christian Nationalism statement”
which reads, in part: “Christian nationalism seeks to merge Christian and American identities, distorting both the
Christian faith and America’s constitutional democracy. Christian nationalism demands Christianity be privileged by

N the State and implies that to be a good American, one must be Christian. It often overlaps with and provides cover for

o4 white supremacy and racial subjugation. We reject this damaging political ideology and invite our Christian brothers

~ | and sisters to join us in opposing this threat to our faith and to our nation.”

~ lam heeding this invitation. | will be taking part in a free event on September 12 at 6:30pm at the Empire Theater

on the topic of Chrisitan Nationalism. You are welcome to attend! There will be a showing of the documentary
movie “God and Country” with a discussion to follow by a panel that will include three local pastors. | was asked to
be on this panel and have agreed.

This is a pastoral issue for me, not a partisan issues. The Jesus that | know through scripture never modeled building
an earthly Empire. In fact, he said, “My kingdom is not from here.” He was killed by Empire. His kingdom was a
community of followers who shared his teachings freely, drawing people to faith in God through teaching, healing,
feeding the hungry, offering forgiveness and hope. Jesus and his followers cared for their neighbors regardless of
their religion. | believe and | preach that Christian faith is meant to be personally witnessed through relationship, not
legislated by any government.

As an American, | cherish that our founders very first amendment was this: “Congress shall make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

This amendment protects us, giving us Lutherans freedom to gather for worship freely and pray as we please. But we
don’t have the right to push our Chrisitan faith or prayers on anyone. On the contrary, | will defend the right of my
Atheist, Hindu, Muslim, Native American and Jewish American neighbors to worship as they please (or not at all)
AND to fully participate in American civic life, schools, workplaces without their rights being infringed upon. It is
their America as much as it is ours. And this is the diverse, free America | am so very proud to be a part of.

If you would like to know more about this topic, you may watch this short video: Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton on

Chrisitan Nationalism and who is a Real American. Or come to the event at the Empire, or just come and visit with

me. I'd love to chat with you about how we live out our faith.

Peace o you, dean fuiends, as we nanigate eun civic duty in this challenging seasen!

Pasten Knisten
\/f‘l" | ‘
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.facebook.com/Lutherans/videos/christian-nationalism-and-who-is-a-real-american-presiding-bishop-elizabeth-eato/789082669664785/&ved=2ahUKEwjl1baXi5uIAxU_q4kEHR3gO-sQwqsBegQIFRAF&usg
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://www.facebook.com/Lutherans/videos/christian-nationalism-and-who-is-a-real-american-presiding-bishop-elizabeth-eato/789082669664785/&ved=2ahUKEwjl1baXi5uIAxU_q4kEHR3gO-sQwqsBegQIFRAF&usg

Life in the Lutheran Lane

Interactive class with Pastor Kristen

Five Wednesdays: Sep 11-Oct 9

(If you can’t come to all of them, come to the ones you can).

5:45 to 6:45 with light refreshments served.

(There might even be door prizes!)

This class is for ALL adults or young adults who want to learn more about what it means to be
a Lutheran Christian. No previous knowledge required. But please sign up in the narthex so |
have enough materials. If you can’t come to all of them, come when you can!

Sessions:
How it Started: Martin Luther & the Rise of the Reformation

—h
.

2. How are we Grounded? Grace, Word and Faith Alone

3. Who is God to us? Unpacking the Apostles Creed

4. How Does God’s Grace Find us: Worship, Sacraments and Prayer

5.  How is it going? Living as Beloved Saints and Sinners in a Messy World

Please put these dates on your calendar now and plan to attend! Maybe with a friend or two? Let’s commit to
learning and laughing together. C’mon! It’ll be fun!

Thank you for your financial support of our shared ministry.

You may make financial offerings in person, by mail, or through our webpage.You can also scan this
QR code. Thank you!! Our Noisy Offering for September is going towards the Red River Children’s
Advocacy Center. Their mission is to facilitate healing and justice for
victims of sexual and physical abuse, neglect and exploitation and to engage the

community to protect and support children.

On August 27, Duane Naas, Claire Herland, Scott Kuster and Pastor Kristen attended a five-hour zoom synod
sponsored workshop on Stewardship in the Small Congregation. So often when folks think of stewardship, they
think it’s all about asking for money to pay for bills, like the water bill. But think about it....why is that important?
What is that water for?

The answer, when you get right down to it is related to our mission of fostering community in Christ. In this
helpful workshop, we were given a broader and more creative way to think about how we steward all of our lives
and resources as individuals and as a congregation.

In the year ahead, we are going to be trying something new. Once in a while, when the offering is collected, we
are going to feature “Ministry Moments” —a couple minutes of highlighting a ministry area of our congregation
and how the work we do together at St. Matt’s changes lives. After all, that is what we are really funding with our
offerings.
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St. Matt’s Peeps:
We WANT TO SEE YOUR SMILING FACES

'.'“e . included in our new St. Matt’s Directory!
UFde 0 (Even if you aren’t officially a member but are often here!)
e [ (N

Ir
%’7 / Please SIGN UP to get your
\ family picture taken after
worship on Sep 22, 29, Oct 6
or Oct 13.

« These phots shoots will be informal, quick, and taken by our own members.
. Two ways to sign up: You can sign up by following this QR code OR on the

sign-up sheet in the church entryway.

. OR if you prefer, you can simply submit a family photo (as long as it is not

copyrighted!) Please submit them to stmattscommunications@gmail.com

Thank you SO much! Connecting names with faces builds our community and

ministry!

All women of St. Matthew’s W ’
Lutheran Church are welcome to Women’s Bible Study m

Monday, September 16th at 10:00 am at the Church ; \B IBLE STU DY;

B

The Food Pantry is open during September on Tuesday, September 10th from
11:00 am-1:00 pm and Tuesday, September 24th , 6pm-8pm.

If you or someone you know could use the assistance of the food pantry, please let them
OD know, or come to the pantry during their open hours.

ANTRY
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for pouring your he9r+ into
kids' lives at S+ Matthew's

A HUGE thank you to all of the
% Station Leaders, Crew Leaders,
Crew Helpers, Scuba Scott, Carrie,
”;V;?Iastor & Parents & Grandparents
- for briging their kids to VBS!
A speaial thank you to tRose who
magde decorations, donatigfor
helpedsbehind the scenés! To Me
in Mission & WELCA for their
subf‘port of our family meal!

We are so excited to welcome everyone to Sunday School
on September 8 at 9 am! Remember to bring your bible
with you! If you don’t have a bible, please let Bre know!
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Wednesday Septe
from 7:00-8:15|F

@ 9/4 Confirmation Orientation
with Parents 7:00pm - 8:15 pm

@ 9/8 Rally Sunday, Teacher
Installation & Kids sing in
church

9/23 3rd Grade Bible Event
5:30-7:30

9/29 Bible Sunday & Kids sing
in church

Reminder

Sunday School starts each day at 9:00 am
in the sanctuary and ends at 9:50 am in
their classroom. We ask all parents pick
their kid(s) up in their classroom to avoid
kids running into the parking lot with cars

coming for church!




WATCH YOUR EMAIL

FOR MORE INFORMATION!

Monday September 23
5:30-7:30

3rd Graders & Parents

o

9TH GRADE
CONFIRMATION

RETREAT

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29TH 10:00 AM

WATCH YOUR EMAIL FOR MORE
INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR RETREAT
DEATILS. YOUR RETREAT WILL START WITH

ATTENDING WORSHIP AT 10 AM.
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Greetings from your Call Committee,

Our Call process officially started on Tuesday, August 20th when committee members gathered
together at St. Matthews with Pastor Brad from the Synod Office. We were officially recognized
through the Call Committee Commissioning during Worship on Sunday, August 25th. In case you
missed it, you can always go back and watch the service again on our YouTube channel.

During our orientation with Pastor Brad, we reviewed the formal Call Process, created an estimated
timeline to complete certain milestones, and selected our Committee Chair, Derek Plautz. But more
important than that, we discussed what we love about our church, our congregation, and our
community. We shared our thoughts and feelings on what is important to us and what we would be
excited to tell an incoming candidate about us.

Our primary task for the coming months is to create our Ministry Site Profile (MSP). The MSP is an
introduction to our church, congregation, and community. It is our job description and it includes
community and ministry characteristics, goals, priorities, and mutual expectations. There are many
congregations who are also in the Call Process and looking for a minister, we intend to craft our MSP
to stand out and make a Call to St. Matthews be a desired opening for prospective candidates. In
order to create the best MSP we can, we will be asking for your input through various surveys and
discussions in the coming months.

We aim to have our MSP completed by January 2025 and start the search for candidates soon
thereafter.

| will leave you with this question to consider, what is one thing about our church that you are
excited to tell a new Minister?

~Derek Plautz
Call Committee Chair

Call Committee Members: Trish Mikelson, Wade Strande, Cheryl Widman,
Jonathan Muhs, John Schumacher, Gary Welsh

Stay in the loop! Remember to “Like” St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church and WELCA on

©
Facebook 0 and Instagram !
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\\\ WEDNESDAY 9/18 //
\ 6:30 PM Y.

—

St Matthew’s Lutheran Church

All 9-12 graders Welcome

Hostesses Wanted!!
We are currently looking for h

stesses for
Festival of Tabhles, on '
‘ at St.Matthew’s.

l“i‘,gou are interested in hosting a tabhle or for
mﬁe information on the upcomi

ing event, please
contact Liz Welsh at 701-“‘443

ks Theme: Carnival of Colors
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Outreach News

The Outreach Team hosted the Thompson Public School (TPS) Teacher and Staff
Recognition Luncheon on Monday, August 19. We had a great turnout again this year with
over 60 attendees!

The outreach team would like to thank Marc Kurz, Kaylee Kurz, Caden Kurz, Sue Simon,
Pastor Kristen, Mary Mitchell, Jonathan Muhs and Sharon Gustafson for helping prepare
for and serve the luncheon. Thank you as well to Sue Simon, Carrie Herrig, and Kaylee Kurz
for providing desserts. Based on the positive feedback that we received, TPS teachers and
staff sincerely appreciate the luncheon and our recognition of the great work that they do.

> ,\‘5_{‘ “ﬁf g A 1§ £ .
/ o = . :
iy~ = ".ﬁ
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acolyte. Can you help?

%Shlp

S

Anyone can be an usher,
feml reader, communion server, or

| You can sign up to by scanning
this QR code or you can sign
up on the paper in the entryway.

Happy Birthday in September!

o
9

T

Linda Quern

September

Neil & Kami Danner Family

October

Ryan & Steph Broyles Family
Josh & Dara Faul Family Steve & Shannon Hancock Family
Jess Haugen, Cindy & Larry Eliason  Justin & Jill Johnson Family
Brandon & Leigh LaRoque Family ~ Duane & Chris Naas

Blake & Cassie Riewer Family

Ryan & Liz Welsh

Dianne Lundgren

Scott & Charla Peterson Family

Paul & Heidi Strande Family Bill & Cheryl Widman

Sara Berg Family

Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.

We apologize if we missed e
anyone, know that you are all
==, gppreciated!

e Thank you to Nancy Morgan for faithfully
tending to our banners and alter paraments each
season

e Thank you to Bre and the education team for

all the behind the scenes preparation for Sunday

School, confirmation, and milestone ministries

e Thank you to John Schumacher for volunteering his time as the

bookkeeper of our church

e Thank you to the 7 faithful individual who have agreed to serve on

the call committee.

e Thank you to Scott Kuster, Duane Naas, and Claire Herland for
attending a 5 hour stewardship workshop and for brainstorming on
new ideas with Pastor Kristen!

e Thank you to the entire Kurz family (Beth, Mark, Kaylee and Caden)
along with Sue Simon, Mary Mitchell, Jonathan Muhs, Carrie Herrig
and Sharon Gustafson for helping with the Educator’s appreciation
luncheon! It was a wonderful event and such a joy to support these
folks as they begin another year.
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Owen Clemetson, Todd Fee,
Tom Hodek

Randy Bohlman, Samantha Jallo

Sara Anderson, Carrie Herrig
Paul Bakke
Jera Sorby

Megan Bohlman
Jocy Sondreal

Ryan Avdem
Coleen Broby

Owen Gallant, Jeremy Hughes,
DIVEREANEE

Beth Hughes

Mark Adams, Josh Sem, Riley Stoe
Chelsea Moen, Drevin Setness
Jess Haugen, Mickey Munson
Cooper George, Kevin Shimek
Brody Johnson, Lilly Murphy

Brett Hegg, Brantley Vaagene

Joan Boushee, Tyler DeMoe

Braden Faul, Jevin Fee, Paul
Galegher, Mason Mikelson,
Julie Shirek, Greta Wilson

Cole Potter

Luke Starcevic, Kevin Strand

Brycen Faul, Jessica Wyatt

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s
men gather on Sunday mornings
at 9am in the Fellowship Hall for a
chance to chat, drink coffee and
learn together. Their topics of
discussion vary, but new folks are
always welcome to join them.



COUNCAT MIEN LT ES

A Note from your Church Council:

By the time you read this, school will be back in session, summer vacations will be behind us, and planning new
survival tactics for the fall will be keeping us all busy! Fall is my favorite time of year, and it is because when | see
the leaves change color, my mind remembers how much Jesus accomplished during harvest and how his second
coming is upon us.

As we begin to prepare for cozy sweater weather, our hands can reach for the comfort of God's presence. When
we taste the sweetness of a pumpkin-spiced latte, our hearts can know that God has a sweeter gift for us in
eternity.

Supporting our Call Committee

On Sunday, August 25 | had the great privilege to commission in the Call Committee made up of: Trish Mikelson,
Jonathan Muhs, John Schumacher, Wade Strande, Gary Welsch, Cheryl Widman and Derek Plautz who will serve as
the Committee Chair.

These seven individuals will lay the groundwork for our congregation to call a new settled pastor to faithfully lead
us. The Council and | fully support and trust them, their gifts of wisdom, and faith will guide them along the way.

As they now begin their work, | plan to support them, pray for them, and respect their responsibilities. Their efforts
will be honored as the Call Process remains challenging throughout the synod.

There are 17 congregations in their Self-Study/Interim process along with us and 12 congregations who are
interviewing. | do not share this to put doubt or worry into our process but to share the reality of the journey
ahead of us. God will provide and | again have complete faith in our committee.

In that faith, mindfulness in our interactions with members of the Call Committee who have prayerfully pledged
themselves to this holy work and feel the weight of this reality is important. Let us offer our support by allowing
them to do their work. Let’s join them to offer our insight and perspective when requested. Let us hold them in

prayer.

Council Meetings

We did not meet in the month of August due to not having a quorum for the meeting.

The Council will hold their next meeting on Sunday, September 15 after worship. Approved meeting minutes will
be made available upon request.

If you have any questions or concerns, | can be reached via email at carrie.herrig@outlook.com or by phone at
701-793-8948.

Have a great fall, and blessings to you and your families!

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council President

10 The Messenger | September 2024


mailto:carrie.herrig@outlook.com

September 2024

Sun

1

9am Men In Mission
10am Worship

8

9am Men In Mission
9am Rally Sunday
10am Worship-Kids Sing

15

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship

22

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship

29

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School

10am Worship-Bible Sun-

day

Mon

2

Labor Day
Church Office Closed
7pm Quilting

9

7pm Quilting

16

10am Women’s Bible Study
7pm Quilting

23

5:30pm 3rd Grade Bible
Event
7pm Quilting

30

7pm Quilting
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Tue

3

9am Quilting

10

9am Quilting
11lam Food Pantry

17

9am Quilting

24

9am Quilting
6pm Food Pantry

Wed Thu
4 5
11 12

5:45pm Life In The
Lutheran Lane
7pm Confirmation

18 19

5:45pm Life In The
Lutheran Lane
6:30pm LYO Kickoff
7pm Confirmation

25 26

5:45pm Life In The
Lutheran Lane
7pm Confirmation

Fri

13

20

27

Sat

14

21

28



St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Welcome to worship

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Address service requested
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

All services live on our YouTube Channel

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 (701) 599-2081

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP
Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com
Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com
Council President: Carrie Herrig carrie.herrig@outlook.com
Council Vice President: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member!
Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net
Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams kmadams4@rocketmail.com
Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org
Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com
Properties Team Lead: Dan Herrig dan@sandsteelbc.com
Education Team Lead: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com
Youth Team Lead: Dara Faul darafaul@gmail.com

Worship Team Lead: Mary Mitchell
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