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From the Pastor’s Desk  
Dear Ones in Christ Jesus,  

 In the little free time that I get, I enjoy watching movies on the sofa with family gathered all around. Who can 

beat the Disney classics; Peter Pan, anything with Mikey Mouse, Cinderella, etc. As I have gotten older and now share 

my movie love with our children, Disney continues to inspire. In the last decade, Disney has taken a new approach to 

their movies, adding moral and ethical dilemmas. Disney approaches hard conversations with light, laughter, and  

naming problems instead of glossing over them.  

 

 More recently Disney produced, Encanto (2021). A movie that talks about family division and what happens 

when We Don’t Talk About Bruno (an epic song about one of the minor/major  

characters). The whole premise of the film is that this family has been taught that they should accept everything  

exactly how it is. For generations the theme has been, “we don’t talk about the “bad” we only focus on the “good.” 

As the plot unfolds, the family realizes that by not addressing the hard parts of life, everything falls apart.  

 

 What do we learn from this? Dear Ones, as I write to you this month of Reformation, I write to help start the  

processes of having crucial conversations. There at times can feel this theme of “we don’t talk about (you fill in the 

blank) here.” By keeping this mentality, we only make the problem/situation worse. By not sharing in a healthy man-

ner, we let the harsh feelings linger within us. With all this in mind, a few things to note about how we have crucial  

conversations: We cannot (nor should we) control how people are going to react. What we can control, is how we  

present ourselves in the conversation.  

• Time and place. There is a time and place for every conversation. Please never intentionally drop a bombshell  

      conversation to throw someone off. Do your best to prepare people for hard  

conversations.  

• Check in with your person. Make sure the person you are speaking with feels heard/has an  

opportunity to respond.  

• Talk to the right person(s). We often create a culture of talking around people instead of addressing the person at 

the heart of the “issue.” 

• As we celebrate the Reformation, remember that we are always being made new. Practice talking to people in a 

healthy way that brings people together. When the least of us suffers, we all suffer.  

 

These next few months, nature is about to show us how beautiful change can be when we open our eyes and heart  

to the possibilities! God’s blessings on this spooky month! 

 

In Christ,  

Rev. Chris Friese 

Pastor at St. Matthew’s  

Lutheran Church 
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Bible Sunday 

Bible Sunday was celebrated on September 7, and it was a beautiful day of joy and blessing! 

Over 20 Bibles were handed out during worship, with several more given later to those who 

could not be in attendance. What a wonderful reminder of God’s Word as a gift to guide, com-

fort, and encourage us in every season of life. We give thanks for this special day and pray that 

each Bible handed out will be a source of faith and hope for years to come! 



 

5    The Messenger | October 2025 



 

6   The Messenger | October 2025 



 

7    The Messenger | October 2025 

Worship 

We welcomed Pastor Chris and his family on  

August 31st with cake after the services! 

 

September 7th brought Rally Sunday with a brunch 

potluck.  Thank you to everyone who brought some-

thing to share and to everyone who helped set up, 

serve and clean up.  You are all appreciated! 

Calling All Volunteers! St. Matthew’s will be hosting a Trunk or Treat event in the church  
parking lot from 4:30 to 6:00 pm on Friday, October 31. We are looking for individuals, families 
or local organizations and businesses from Thompson to put their decorative skills to work on 
your vehicle’s trunk or truck bed! This is a great opportunity for Thompson to have its own 
Trunk or Treat event and save families a trip to Grand Forks. All are welcome to decorate a 
trunk or to come and snag some Halloween treats! Prizes will be given to the top 3 most  
creative trunks. Contact Beth Kurz at (701) 740-5488 if you are interested in hosting a trunk.  
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Happy Birthday in October! 

  

1 Nicholas Berthold, Bailey Munson 

2  Josie Schumacher 

4 Reese Barker 

5 Josh Barker, Gretchen Guetter 

6 Mary Welsh 

7 Nash Wojciechowski 

8 Kaylee Kurz 

10 Kelsie Carrier 

12 Charles Welke 

13 Kinsley Pearson 

15 Chance Berger, Jill Schumacher 
16 Layne Johnson, Samantha Sondreal 

18 Rebecca Derosier, Darwin Potter 
19 William Welke 

20 Delayne Wojciechowski 

21 Cheryl Arntz, Stephanie Broyles 

22 Reece Berberich 

26 Amy Bergeron, Drew Overby 

27 Klay Robinson, John Sorby,  

29 Liam Berger, Jordan Senger 

29 Dawn Stoe, Kevin Strand 

30 Chris Rood, David Stevens 

All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

are welcome to Women’s Bible Study  

Monday, October 20th at 10:00 am  

at the Church. We meet the third Monday of 

the month.  

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s men 
gather on Sunday mornings at  

9am in the Fellowship Hall for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and learn 

together. Their topics of discussion 
vary, but new folks are always  

The Food Pantry is open during October on  

Tuesday October 14th from 11am-1pm and  

Tuesday, October 28th from 6pm-8pm. 

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them 

know, or come to the pantry during their open 

hours 

October 

Duane & Chris Naas 

Ryan & Stephanie Broyles Family 

Lance & Taylor Monson Family 

Justin & Jill Johnson Family 

Blake & Cassie Riewer Family 

Ryan & Liz Welsh 

Bill & Cheryl Widman 

November 

Rick & Claire Herland 

Dan & Carrie Herrig Family 

Brent & Shayla Rekkedal Family 

Mary Mitchell 

Jeremy & Beth Hughes 

Paul & Sonia Galegher 

Mickey Munson 

Chris & Tiffany Rood Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte. Can you help?  You can 

sign up to by scanning this QR code or you can sign 

up on the paper in the entryway.  
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 
September 14, 2025 - 11:10 AM  

Call to Order – Meeting was called to order by President Angie at 11:16am 

Opening Devotional - Pastor Chris 

Agenda Approval - Kristie Adams motioned to approve the September agenda, Wade Strande second.  MC 

Minutes Approval – August  2025 minutes were reviewed.  Wade Strande made a motion to approve the August 
2025 minutes as presented, Kristie Adams second.  MC 

Reports - Google doc attachment 

• Financial Reports – Kristie has not received August financial yet.  Reviewed June/July financials.  Brandon 
LaRoque made a motion to approve June & July financials, Beth Kurz second.  MC 

• Pastor’s Report -  Pastor Chris (report submitted)  Pastor  requested that $5439.00 be moved out of his base 
salary and put to his housing allowance.  His pay would not change - just moving funds.  Also asked about Thanks-
giving service and Christmas Eve services.  Possibly have the Thanksgiving service the Monday before around 5:30 
or 6:00.  Decided as council to stay at 1 Christmas Eve service at 5:00. 

• Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator Report - Bre (report submitted)  As a council we went over her #6 
(needs/wish list) 

• Executive Team     

• Fellowship - open  

• Outreach _Beth    

• Properties - Brandon 

• Worship - Robyn 

• Youth - open 

• Men In Mission - John S 

• WELCA - Bridget 
• Food Pantry  
 
Old Business 
1. Chris Moore has started as our administrative assistant. Dalene has completed her role and trained in Chris.  
2. Computer update - Pastor Chris’ laptop ordered. Pastor Chris has received his laptop and is working on getting it 
up and running. 
a. Need to order computer for administration office next - Wade will talk to Chris Moore to see what will work 
best for her (laptop or desktop). 
3. Payroll - Novum update 
a. 15th & End of Month - First payroll will be September 30th.  Everyone will be 2X per month. Novum will send 
out a payroll calendar 
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New Business: 
 
Biogirls paperwork - Figured this out - we hadn’t paid them back their deposit from last year.  We will hold on to 
the $100 and use it for this coming years deposit. 
 
Noisy Offerings:  
October - The Mission 
 
New banking card ordered - need minutes re: Pastor Chirs and Chris Moore hire:  Kristi Adams made a motion to 
remove Dalene Jacobson, Pastor Kristin Larson-Schmidt and Dara Faul from the bank account credit cards and to 
add Chris Moore, Pastor Chris Freise and Michele Burger with a limit of $2000.00 each.  Wade Strande second.  MC 
 
Reimbursement process - Pastor Chris got what he needed. 
Pastor Chris’s Installation Sunday Date-  We discussed his installation date.  Discussed 4 dates:  October 12th or 
19th or November 9th or 16th.  He will talk to Synod to see if any of those work for them.  
 
Fall Festival?  As a council we decided not to have one this year  - but something to look at for next year as people 
have been asking. 
 
Open youth lead- Lorelei Robinson has stepped down as Eduction Lead.  Discussed the possibility of combining the 
council position for Eduction & Youth since there is a Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator.  Will get Bre’s input 
on this. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 12:38  was made by Beth Kurz, Second by Kristie Adam.  MC 
 
Monday Next meeting: October 12th after Church 
 
Closing Prayer (Lord’s Prayer) & Prayer Requests 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
By Robyn Bohlman in Claire Herland’s absence 
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October 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7pm Confirmation 

2 3 4 

1pm 9th grade  

Confirmation 

Retreat 

5 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10 am Worship 

 

6 

7pm Quilting 

7 

9 am Quilting 

Pastor Out 10-7 

thru 10-10 

8 

6:45pm LYO 

7 pm Confirmation 

Pastor Out of Office 

10-7 thru 10-10 

9 

Pastor Out of 

Office 

10-7 thru 10-10 

10 

Pastor Out of 

Office 

10-7 thru 10-10 

11 

12 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11am Church Council 

13 

7pm Quilting 

14 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pan-

try 

15 16 

Newsletter Deadline 

17 18 

19 

9am Men in Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

20 

10am Women’s 

Bible Study 

7pm Quilting 

21 

9am Quilting 

22 

6:45pm LYO  

7pm Confirmation 

23 24 25 

26 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

27 

7pm Quilting 

28 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

29 

6:30pm Trick or 

Treat for Canned 

Goods 

30 31 

4pm Trunk or 

Treat 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Christopher “Chris” Friese stmattspastor@midconetwork.com 

Administrative Assistant: Chris Moore stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Council President: Angie Muhs stmattspresident@gmail.com  

Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque blaroque@hotmail.com  

Education Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Youth And Family Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com 

Youth Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Worship Team Lead: Robyn Bohlman bohlmanrobyn@gmail.com 

 


