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Dear St. Matt’s friends,   

It’s been a pretty hopping fall thus far at St. Matt’s. There has been so much learning happening!  

This past Monday I met with some very excited 3rd graders and one 4th grader and their parents to teach them all 

about their new Bible. On Wednesday I met with a great group of adult learners for the Life in the Lutheran Lane 

class. The topic this week was on “Who God is for Us: Unpacking the Apostles’ Creed.” We are having a great time 

with this! Right after that was confirmation with 34 6th-8th grade kids (we got a new student just this week!) and six 

small group guides. We are currently working our way through the 10 commandments. This upcoming Sunday, Sep-

tember 29, while the Sunday School kids are meeting and prepping to sing in church, the men’s club will be meeting 

to chat, laugh, and discuss the gospel reading. THEN, after church (which will feature readers from 3rd, 5th and 6th 

grade) I will sit down with our eleven 9th graders for a mini-retreat to help them prepare to affirm their baptismal 

faith on Reformation/Confirmation Sunday, October 29.  

Friends—count it up. Counting worship, that is seven  different learning events with all different ages in 1 WEEK! Holy 

Cow! All of this takes volunteers to help pull it off.  

I think Martin Luther would be so pleased. I am thinking more about him these days since I am teaching the Small 

Catechism in both the Lutheran Class and in Confirmation. Martin Luther wrote the Small Catechism in a simple form 

because he intended it to for parents to teach to their children the faith. He believed that a focus on Christian educa-

tion in the church was crucial, that it was the work of the whole community, and that the pursuit of learning and 

growing in faith was a lifelong endeavor. We are carrying out that legacy here at St. Matt’s with all these  

classes and groups He also felt strongly that everyone should have a Bible, AND BE USING IT. That’s why it is a  

priority for us to get scripture into the hands of our kids at the different ages. We are thankful to WELCA for  

purchasing these Bibles for our youngsters.  
 

Martin Luther also taught that the great Reformation of the church is not over! The job is not done. Rather, the 

church is constantly reforming itself, taking on new forms, learning new ways of worship and learning and  

organization. Each day and each generation, we are reexamining what we thought we knew, letting go of some  

unnecessary things that weigh us down and clinging to what is most vital, Jesus Christ and his grace, as we are  

figure out how to live out the faith in this time and place. This is our Lutheran heritage that we will be celebrating 

with our 9th graders as they take their next step on their faith journey on October 29.  
 

Pray for these precious young people. And I ask you to continue to pray for these many ministries that are  

happening in our church, along with many others that are meeting on an ongoing basis. The vitality of this  

congregation is fueled by your prayers, your active involvement, your enthusiasm and ideas, your financial  

support, your commitment to stay connected and to keep growing and learning.  Thank you.  

 

Pastor Kristen  
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 Interactive class with Pastor Kristen 

Wednesdays: Oct 2nd and Oct 9 
        (If you can’t come to all of them, come to the ones you can). 
  5:45 to 6:45 with light refreshments  

      (There might even be door prizes!) 

This class is for ALL adults or young adults who want to learn more about what it means to be 

a Lutheran Christian. No previous knowledge required. But please sign up in the narthex so I 

have enough materials. If you can’t come to all of them, come when you can! 

• How is it going? Living as Beloved Saints and Sinners in a Messy World 

 

Please put these dates on your calendar now and plan to attend! Maybe with a friend or two?  Let’s commit to 

learning and laughing together. C’mon! It’ll be fun! 

          St. Matt’s Peeps:  

We WANT TO SEE YOUR SMILING FACES 

 included in our new St. Matt’s Directory! 

(Even if you aren’t officially a member but are often here!) 

Please SIGN UP to get your family picture  

taken after Worship on Oct 6 or Oct 13.  

• These phots shoots will be informal, quick, and taken by our own members.  

• Two ways to sign up:   You can sign up by following this QR code OR on the  

      sign-up sheet in the church entryway.  

• OR if you prefer, you can simply submit a family photo (as long as it is not  

      copyrighted!) Please submit them to stmattscommunications@gmail.com     

 

Thank you SO much! Connecting names with faces builds our community and ministry!  

mailto:stmattscommunications@gmail.com
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 Preschool and 3rd Grade Bible Sunday 
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  

anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

• Thank you to those who helped run the clavinova and provide music this summer-Ella Herrig,         

Robyn Bohlman, Bre Berberich, Wade Strande, Heidi Strande, the Hjelmstads and Mary Mitchell.  

You are appreciated!  

• Thank you to Bre Berberich for the many hours spent prepping for a successful start to Sunday School 

• Thank you to Shannon Johnson and the Fellowship team for hosting hospitality time when the kids sing in 

church 

• Thank you to the WELCA women for the donation of Bibles for our new Sunday School students, third graders 

and confirmation students 

• Thank you to Michele and Grace Burger and Bridget Pearson for assisting with the hospitality for the Bible event 

• Thank you to the parents who provided brunch for the 9th grade confirmation retreat 

• Thank you to Sue Simon for buying and watering plants all summer and this fall 

• Thank you to Dalene Jacobson for the extra hours spendt getting us rolling for the fall education programming 

• Thank you to Kristie Adams and Brook Fretheim, our volunteer photographers for our new member directory 

• Thank you to those who mow and trim, and maintain our air conditioning and furnace! 

Outreach News 

St. Matthew’s is collecting donations for a new low-barrier shelter that is being opened in downtown Grand Forks. 
A low barrier shelter is a type of homeless shelter designed to reduce the obstacles that typically prevent people 
from accessing shelter services. The aim is to be as inclusive and accessible as possible, making it easier for individ-
uals to receive help. The shelter is being opened by Grand Forks Homes, whose goal is to work with individuals to 
find permanent housing. 
 

They are currently accepting the following new or gently-used items: 

• Board games 

• Playing cards 

• Coloring books 

• Writing supplies 

• Books (young adult reading material) 

Winter clothing and winter hats and gloves 

Please place your donations in the bins that are located in the narthex by October 13th.  
 

In addition, St. Matthew’s will continue to accept new and gently used winter gear through October 31st. Any items 
collected between October 14th and 31st will be donated to other local charities/organizations in need of winter 
gear. All sizes are needed and accepted! 
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LYO News 
Our Kick Off night was September 18th, we had pizza, played ice breaker games to get to know one 
another and talked about activities and service projects that the kids were interested in for future 
meetings.   

Our next meeting dates are Oct. 9th and Oct. 23rd. For November we will meet on the 6th and 20th. 
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Happy Birthday in October 

1 Nicholas Berthold, Bailey Munson 

2 Josie Schumacher, Lydia Peterson 

4 Reese Barker 

5 Josh Barker, Gretchen Guetter, 

6 Mary Welsh 

7 Nash Wojciechowski 

8 Kaylee Kurz 

10 Kelsie Carrier 

11 Charlie Johnson 

12 Chuck Welke 

13 Kinsley Pearson 

15 Jill Schumacher, Chance Berger 

16 Layne Johnson 

18 Rebecca Derosier,  Darwin Potter 

19 William Welke 

20 Delayne Wojciechowski 

21 Cheryl Arntz, Stephanie Broyles 

22 Reece Berberich 

24 Samuel Halvorson, Emma Schumacher 

26 Amy Bergeron, Drew Overby, Shawn 
Widman 

27 John Sorby, Klay Robinson 

29 Liam Berger 

30 David Stevens, Chris Rood 

 

All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 

Church  are welcome to attend 

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, October 21st at 10:00 am 

October 

Ryan & Stephanie Broyles Family 

Steve & Shannon Hancock Family 

Justin & Jill Johnson Family 

Duane & Chris Naas 

Blake & Cassie Riewer Family 

Ryan & Liz Welsh 

Bill & Cheryl Widman 

Sara Berg & Family  

November 

Paul & Sonia Galegher 

Rick & Claire Herland 

Mike & Nancy Morgan 

Mickey Munson & Family  

Chris & Tiffany Rood Family 

Dan & Carrie Herrig Family  

Mike & Dawn Zak Family 

Sean & Michele Burger & Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this 

QR code or you can sign up on the paper in 

the entryway.  

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 

men gather on Sunday mornings 
at 9am in the Fellowship Hall for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of  

discussion vary, but new folks are  

 

The Food Pantry is open during October on  

Tuesday, October 8th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm and 

Tuesday, October 22nd , 6pm-8pm.  
  

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them know, or come to the  

pantry during their open hours. 

 

All Saints’ Sunday is November 3. We 

will light candles to give thanks for those who 
have inspired our faith and in remembrance 
those we love who have died and are now 
gathered home to God.  If someone you love 
has died since last November, we encourage 
you to write their name on the sheet in the 
entry and we will give thanks for their lives 
during our prayers in worship on November 3.  
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A Note from your Church Council: 

Autumn reminds us of the impermanence of everything. It is a reminder that our bodies, minds, and  

surroundings are always developing. We have experienced the budding of life in spring and the flowerings and 

profusions of summer. Soon the leaves will fall, and the bare branches will remind us of the fleeting nature of all 

things.  

When autumn comes, it’s a signal that the end of the year is near. It ’s not only a time of Thanksgiving 

but it’s also a time for reflection as we prepare to set goals for a new year. May this autumn season bring 

you endless joy.  

Can you believe we are two months away from the Advent season? The days and years certainly go by faster 

and faster. Your Church Council is excited to make the most of the remaining months ahead and we have lots of 

great things planned to bring us together for fellowship and celebration.  Stay connected to what is happening 

via our Facebook and Instagram pages, the church website, and of course through announcements made during 

Sunday service.  

Church Council News 

Below, you will find a current summary of our Finances and updates impacting the entire congregation. The 

Council is provided a large financial status due to the fact we did not meet in July or August.  
 

Summary of Finances 

Financial Reports Summary July August 

  2024 2024 

      

General Giving Income - YTD  $   83,209  $   93,163 

General Giving Income - Month  $     8,348  $     9,954 

Net Income - YTD  $ (14,176)  $ (19,575) 

      

General Giving Checking Account  $   17,051  $   10,491 

Special Giving Checking Account  $   55,793  $   56,826 

Line of Credit  $            -  $            - 

Financial Reports Summary June July 

  2024 2024 

      

General Giving Income - YTD  $   74,861  $   83,209 

General Giving Income - Month  $   11,733  $     8,348 

Net Income - YTD  $   (7,015) 
 $  
(14,176) 

      

General Giving Checking Account  $   24,374  $   17,051 

Special Giving Checking Account  $   55,802  $   55,793 

Line of Credit  $            -  $            - 
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Updates 

Education 

Sunday School, Confirmation and Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO) are underway. We are incredibly grateful to our 

Sunday School Teachers, Confirmation Guides, LYO Volunteers, Pastor Kristen, Bre Berberich, and Dara Faul for their 

time and dedication in helping our youth grow in faith and service to Jesus.  
 

Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator 

Over the past two months, The Executive Team has re-envisioned our previous Children Family Ministry Coordinator 

position with the help of the Council and best practice within the ELCA Synod. The position will now be titled Youth & 

Family Ministries Coordinator.  
 

When Sarah Krogfoss departed the position in 2023, the Council at the time decided to not rehire and instead rely on 

the help of the Education Team Lead and the Education Committee to support the youth programming. We are so 

grateful to Bre Berberich and the Education Committee who have gone above and beyond to keep everything moving. 

However, it no longer is feasible to ask Bre or the committee to serve in the capacity they are as volunteers.   
 

Our youth programming has grown substantially and now is the time to bring on a dedicated person in this role. This 

position will allow us to continue helping our youth grow in faith and service to Jesus while creating and curating new 

programming and resources to support this mission. The individual in the role will closely collaborate and support  

Pastor Kristen and our future Called Pastor with Confirmation.  
 

More information to come but we have actively begun our recruitment process and hope to have a individual in place 

before the end of the year.  
 

Pastoral Recognition Month  

October is Pastoral Recognition month. This is a time for our church family to honor and show our appreciation to  

Pastor Kristen and her family for their commitment and dedication to St. Matthew’s. Since, accepting our call as  

Pastor, Pastor Kristen has gone above and beyond to help us all grow in our faith, our service to the Lord, and become 

stronger as a congregation. With her support, encouragement, and enthusiasm we have successfully done these 

things. We encourage you all to find a way to show your appreciation and gratitude to Pastor Kristen and her family 

this month. To let her know we appreciate all she has done and will continue to do for us. Pastor Kristen, you are truly 

a blessing to us all.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

            Continued on next page 
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Supporting the Call Committee 

The Call Committee has charged the Council to develop short, mid, and long-range goals for St. Matthew’s  

Ministry Site Profile (MSP). We are in the process of answering the following questions:  

How would St. Matthew’s like to grow in mission and purpose in the next 12-24 months? 

How would St. Matthew’s like to grow in mission and purpose in the next five years?  

We are also in the process of finalizing a Purpose, Mission, Vision, and Core Values for St. Matthew’s which we 

started to develop during our Council Retreat in the spring. These items will also be added to the MSP when they 

approved and voted later this year.   
 

Council Meetings 

We invite all members of St. Matthew’s to attend our Council meetings which generally will be held the second 

Sunday of every month. Our next meeting will take place on Sunday, October 13 following worship. Approved 

meeting minutes will be made available upon request. 

 

Closing thoughts  

I encourage you to stay connected to what is happening at St. Matthew’s via our Facebook and Instagram pages, 

the church website, and of course through announcements made during Sunday service.  

It is truly a blessing to be in fellowship and service with all of you. Thank you for taking the time to read this  

information. 

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council President 
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October 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

9am Quilting 

2  

5:45pm Life in the  

Lutheran Lane 

7pm Confirmation 

3 4 5 

6 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

7 

7pm Quilting 

8 

9am Quilting 

9am GF Pastors Gather-

ing 

11am Food Pantry 

9 

5:45pm Life in the  

Lutheran Lane 

6:30pm LYO 

7pm Confirmation 

10 11 12 

13 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

4pm Call Committee 

14 

7pm Quilting 

15 

9am Quilting 

16 

NO CONFIRMATION 

17 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

18 19 

20 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

21 

10am Women’s Bible 

Study 

7pm Quilting 

22 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

23 

6:30pm LYO 

7pm Confirmation 

 

24 25 26 

27 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Reformation 

&  

28 

5:45pm New Member  

Orientation 

 7pm Quilting 

29 

9am Quilting 

30 

6:30pm Confirmation-

Trick or Treat For Canned 

Goods 

31   
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

 
 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com  

Council President: Carrie Herrig carrie.herrig@outlook.com  

Council Vice President: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com 

Properties Team Lead: Dan Herrig dan@sandsteelbc.com  

Education Team Lead: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com  

Youth Team Lead: Dara Faul  darafaul@gmail.com 

Worship Team Lead: Mary Mitchell  


