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From the Pastor’s Desk  
Dear Ones in Christ Jesus,  

As Jesus gathered with his disciples to break bread, he shared these words; 

“18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them,  

saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup 

after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”  

 -Luke 22:18-20 

 

Do this in remembrance of me. Within these words, we are called to remember the GREAT works that  

Jesus has and will do in all our lives. We are called to remember the miracles, the signs, the teachings that 

Jesus has done. By partaking in this meal, we remember the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Our  

memories give us power.  

 

Our memories can also be a place of hurt. As we approach these festive months, knowing many of us have 

given our loved ones to Jesus. How are we honoring their memory? What traditions have filled our 

lives because of grandparents? What customs have we practiced because a parent first told us about 

it? Perhaps my favorite, what foods do we enjoy (or maybe are terrified of) because they remind us of 

someone we love?  

 

Traditions are always the first thing we think about the moment our loved ones are no longer with us. It 

has been two years since my older sister went to her heavenly home. In her life, she loved horror  

movies, spending time with her family and finding time to laugh. Although remembering her is not always 

easy, feeling the sting of grief. To honor her, I have enjoyed finding new horror movies that I know she 

would love. I hold onto my children even tighter (even though Gabe is getting “too old” to hug mom 

and dad). And you know I find time to laugh.  

 

When we embrace grief in our lives within our memories, we don’t make grief any smaller. Instead, we 

take away the sharp pain of the memory. We do this in remembrance of our loved ones. Although 

they are not with us in physical body, we feel their spirit around us. We feel them in the moments we 

keep their traditions alive. This holiday season, if you don’t feel festive, know you are held, you are 

heard and cared for.  In this holiday season, may we feel the warmth of God’s Holy face surrounding us 

in all our moments. The hard, the frustration, the joy and everything else in between.  

 

God’s Peace, 

Rev. Christopher “Chris” Friese 
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Thanksgiving Service 

November 24, 6:30 pm 

Coffee & Pie to follow 

~Be yourself; everyone else is already taken.~ 
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  

anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

• Thank you to those who mow and trim, and maintain our air conditioning and furnace and blow 

away leaves! 

• Thank you to Bridget for leading the planning for Festival of Tables and all those who hosted 

tables, helped planned and the volunteers to make it happen!  

• The Quilters for all the BEAUTIFUL quilts that were distributed to the local agencies!  You are appreciated more 

than you know!  

• Beth Kurz for planning Trunk or Treat and everyone who hosted a trunk or came trick or treating!  

• Mary Mitchell,  Sonia Galegher & Doug Berg for staying late to tackle all the food from Trick or Treat for Canned 

Goods. Thank you to everyone who donated to help fill the food pantry!  

• All the parent and family volunteers that helped drive, sort and feed kids during trick or treat for canned goods!  

• Thank you to  Beth Kurz and Lorelie Robinson for decorating for Festival of Tables! It looked amazing! 

• Thank you to Dalene Jacobson for the extra hours spent getting the gowns ready for confirmation. 

• Thank you to Bridget Pearson for ordering & picking up cake for the confirmation reception.  

• Thank you to Tanya Barker for taking confirmation pictures! 

 

~~Poinsettia Orders~~ 
Please help us celebrate the birth of Christ by purchasing a poinsettia in 

memory or in honor of a loved one.  Their names will be listed in our 

Christmas Eve bulletin.   

Please fill out an order form from the table in the entry.  Make checks 

payable to St Matthew’s and place in Val Uhlir’s mailbox. 

   All orders are due by November 24th.  Thank you. 
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St. Matthew’s and St. Jude’s churches will once again sponsor the  

Angel Tree project. This project distributes Christmas gifts to families in 

need in the surrounding community.  
 

The tree will be setup the Sunday after Thanksgiving. Members are 

asked to pick an angel from the tree, purchase the gift that is written on 

the Angel and then return it, wrapped, and place it under the tree, with 

the tag attached. If you know of someone in our community who should 

be included in the Angel Tree Project this Christmas Season, please  

contact  Julie Brorby (701-740-2906) or Rita West (701-213-7275).  

All names are kept confidential 

November 11th is Veteran’s Day, a special time to honor and 

remember those who have or are currently serving in the 

United States Military.  
 

We thank all of these men and  

women for their courageous commitment to keeping our 

country safe. Thank you, Veteran’s! 

Sign up to bring your favorite pie! 

Aftter Thanksgiving Servic e 

November 24 

Signup sheet in the entryway on the 

table! 
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Trick or Treat for Canned Goods! 
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Happy Birthday in November 

1 Eric Berthold 

2 Marc Kurz 

3 Tony Connole, Zane schumacher 

5 Breana Berberich 

6 Allie Ivesdal, Joyce Morgan, Jonathan 
Muhs 

7 Steve Hancock 

8 Karyn Hippen, Bethany Ivesdal, 
Mindy Stavetig, Anthony Zammert 

10 Nola Belle, Ethan Gallant 

12 Sue Simon 

13 Sharon Gustafson 

15 Liz Welsh 

15 Jill Schumacher, Chance Berger 

17 Emily Dobmeier, Hunter Rekkedal 

18 Reeae Danner 

21 Jill Kuster, Kelly Mayer, Connor 
Welsh 

22 Dan Herrig, Sandy Olson 

23 Morgan Derosier 

22 Reece Berberich 

25 Kayle Sondreal 

26 Ryan Benoit 

27 Sue Hovet, Kris Moen, Richard Mor-
gan, Evie Natthauer 

29 Mason Albin, Ron Hove 

30 David Stevens, Chris Rood 

 

All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 

Church  are welcome to attend 

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, November 20th at 10:00 am 

November 

Paul & Sonia Galegher 

Rick & Claire Herland 

Brent & Shayla Rekkedal Family 

Mickey Munson & Family  

Chris & Tiffany Rood Family 

Dan & Carrie Herrig Family  

Mary Mitchell  

Jeremy & Beth Hughes 

December 

Josh & Tanya Barker Family  

Todd & Sarah Fee Family  

Travis & Brook Fretheim Family  

Craig & Chelsea Moen Family  

Jarod & Melissa Lupien Family   

Damon & Bridget Pearson Family  

John & Jill Schumacher Family  

Dan & Tressa Setness Family 

Richard & Mindy Staveteig Family   

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this 

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 

men gather on Sunday mornings at 
9am in the Fellowship Hall! Join 
them for a chance to chat, drink 

coffee and learn together.  Their top-
ics of discussion vary! All are always 

welcome to join them. 

 

The Food Pantry is open during October on  

Tuesday, November 14th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

and Tuesday, November 28th , 6pm-8pm.  
  

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them 

know, or come to the pantry during their open hours. 
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SUN 
MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

Festival of Ta-

bles set up 

2 

Festival of Tables 

9:00 Men in Mission 

9:00 Sunday School 

10 am Worship 

3 

7 pm Quilting 

4 

9 am Quilting 

 

5 

7pm Confirmation 

6 7 8 

9 

9am Men in Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11am Church Council 

10 

7pm Quilting 

11 

9am Quilting 

9:30an Conf 

Mtg 

11am Food 

12 

7pm Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16 

9am Men n Mission 

9am Sun School 

10am Worship 

 

17 

10am Women's 

Bible Study 

7pm Quilting 

18 

9am Quilting 

19 

6:45 pm LYO 

7pm Confirmation 

20 

Newsletter 

Deadline ! 

21 22 

23 

9am Men n Mission 

9am Sunday School 

24 

7pm Quilting 

6:30 pm Wor-

ship 

25 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pan-

try 

26 27 

Thanksgiving 

28 29 

30 

9am Men n Mission 

10 am Worship 

      

November 2025 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

 
 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP 

Pastor: Chris Friese stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: Chris Moore stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com 

Council President: Angie Muhs  AMuhs@anewtherapy.net 

Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland80@gmail.com 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bethanykurz79@gmail.com  

Fellowship Team Lead: OPEN  

Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque  blaroque@hotmail,com  

Education Team Lead: OPEN  

Youth Team Lead: OPEN 


