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Dear St. Matt’s friends, November 3 is All Saints Sunday.

In our prayers we will name people connected to members of our congregation who have died in the past year. We
will give thanks for their lives, support those who grieve and be renewed in the promises of resurrection.

When we say in the Apostles’ Creed that we believe in “the Communion of the Saints” we are saying that even
after a believer dies, we are still united with them through our faith in Jesus. They remain a part of our family of
believers; their lives shine on through us and we will be with them again at Jesus’ throne. As was printed on my
dad’s funeral folder: ”If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the
dead and the living” (Romans 14:8-9). My dad and | both still call Jesus Lord, just from different places. We’ll be
singing hymns together soon enough. Until then, we will keep worshiping Jesus in heaven and on earth.

N But All Saints is not only about remembering the dead. It’s a day to celebrate ALL the saints. In scripture, a “saint” =

" is simply a believer in Jesus. They can be dead or still living. Either way, by their life and faith, they have done what ;

~ light you shine. Keep it up!
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Jesus told us to do in Matthew 5:16 they have let their light shine in how they live their lives and share Jesus, and
that has helped light the path for others. These are the people, living on earth or in heaven, that we will all light
candles for on November 3. What faith mentor will you light a candle for on All Saints Sunday?

Today | am thinking a lot about my Aunt Jo, who is still very much alive and kicking. | don’t get to see her very
often but she has sure made a powerful impression on me. She always has a twinkle in her eye, a joke on her lips
and loves to laugh. She and her husband (my somewhat plump late uncle whom she referred to fondly as “little
Ernie”) were foster parents for 54 different kids. She sketched each of their faces on a special article of
clothing--her “family vest.” They also adopted a daughter. Their home was a refuge for those kids who needed
safety and love. When she was 58, she felt another calling. She went back to nursing school and earned her LPN
license at the age of 60. Every Christmas she sends out a mailing with a delightful Christmas poem celebrating her
family and the birth of the Savior, with a little original artwork on the side. She makes extremely colorful and
slightly haphazard crazy quilts from whatever she has on hand. Almost all her gifts are handmade, imperfect, and
priceless. The thought of her always makes me smile. Her faith—so free and joy-filled--has helped inspire my faith, &
so this year | think | will light a candle for dear Saint Jo this year.

Do you think it’s possible someone might light a candle for you this All Saints? Do you know that by daily living out | k
your faith you are shining light on the path for others? Do you know that you are doing that for me?

You all—different ages and stages—with your smiles and tears, your ears open to hear scripture, your singing and
teaching and laughing and caring, your hands reaching out for communion, your earnest desire to love Jesus and
serve your neighbors—it’s all preaching to me, shining for me. Thank you, beloved saints of St. Matthew’s for the

Pastor Kristen




St. Matthew’s Movie Night!

Wednesday November 6 from 6:30-8:30

Sub sandwiches and snacks will be provided

Intended audience: confirmation kids, but it is a really well done
movie, so we encourage Other Youth AND Adults to also come and
learn more about the namesake of our LUTHERan church.

Luther is a 2003 historical drama movie based on the life of Christian reformer Martin Luther and
how the protestant reformation began.

A heantjell thonk you, beloved community of St. Matthew’s
Lutheran, for honoring me as your pastor with words of kindness and
beautiful gifts and cake on October 13. The earrings are stunning. The plant
brightens my office. The cards from adults and kids filled my cup and the
Crumbl cookies filled my tummy and were fun to share! | truly feel very
fortunate to be so well cared for and supported in ministry by all of you.

God bless you! Paaten Kniaten

Breathe:

Leaning into

Gratitude

Please help us.celebratethe birth of Christ by puichasing a

poinsettia in memory ok honor of a loved one: Their
Thursday November 14 names willbe listed'imour Christmas Eve bulletin.

6:15-7:30 pm '

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church

Scripture, Conversation and Gentle Yoga

The order forms are found on the able In the entryway.
Please make hecks payable to St Matthew's.
ALL AGES, GENDERS AND ABILITES ARE WELCOME! & All orders are due b) November 26,

Please wear comfortable clothing and bring
a yoga mat or a beach towel.

Scripture and conversation led by Pastor Kristen.
Yoga led by Tara Kulack
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~Trick or Treat™s
for Ganned Goods

I 1

THANK YOUJ

ELUNE T U

St Matthew's Confirmation learned
about the food pantry and then went
out and collected good! Fun was had
by all! Thank you for supporting the
Thompson Food Pantry!

Dates to remember

@ 11/6 - Confirmation Movie 6:30-8:35
2 11/10 - Kids Sing in Church

@ 11/25- Thanksgiving Service

@ 11/27 - No Confirmation

¢» 12/1-No Sunday School

@ 12/11- Confirmation Cheer Visit

(/) 12/14 - Christmas Program Practice

() 12/15 - Christmas Program

@ 12/16-1/4 - No Classes Christmas Break

3 The Messenger | November 2024

Sunday School Christmas Program

The Christmas season is upon us. We will
begin practicing for the program on 11/3.
If your family will not be able to be at the
program on 12/15, please let me know
asap, so we don’t assign a speaking role to
your child(ren).

We will have a program practice on
Saturday 12/14 at 9:30 am.

Additional details as we continue to move

closer

¥ children’s
’ Q
program,
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Summer Pearson
Madi Rood
Drevin Setness

Ella Herrig
Mak Mikelson

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR CONFIRMANDS

Lola Anderson
Jordan Barker
Carly Berberich
Natalie Berger
Halle Bohlman
Jaxon Clemetson
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LYO News

LYO met in October and enjoyed the beautiful weather with some outdoor games and a bonfire. We had a great
turnout of youth and enjoyed fellowship together. We also made Harvest Blessing bags with jerky and other snacks
for area farmers and beet haulers.

Future dates for LYO will be November 20th, December 11th and December 18th. All area youth in grades 9-12
> are welcome!

St. Matt’s Thanksgiving
Worship and Pie Party

MONDAY, November 25
Worship at 6:30, Pie Social at 7:15!

TS 3 :

—/

ane

" T ; v Can you bring a pie, ice cream or help
. [A ] H[ / serve? Please sign up in the entryway!

NN NN

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his love endures forever.” psaim 107:1
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands. We apologize if we missed

anyone, know that you are all appreciated! .
Thank you to the people who donated to the food shelf, the kids who helped collect food and

)

parent volunteers, as well as the food shelf volunteers
Thank you to all who donated to the winter gear drive and the low barrier shelter. Thank you Beth Kurz for
helping to organize it.

Thank you to Levon, Olive and Emily Dobmeier for decorating the sanctuary for autumn.

Thank you to Sue Simon for her diligent watering of the fall flowers!

Thank you to Kristie Adams and Brook Fretheim for taking pictures for our new directory

Thank you to all of the worship assistants, tech assistants and to Julie Brorby for helping us to worship
Thank you to John Schumacher for his time helping with bookkeeping during a busy season!

Thank you to Nancy Morgan for the purchase and hanging of the new beautiful banners!

The quilters delivered their blessed quilts on Tuesday, October 22. They
donate them to Valley Sr Living, CVIC, the Mission and the Red River Valley
Community Action. We feel privileged to be able to make these quilts that

can be used in our community for such worthy causes.

% St. Matthew’s and St. Jude’s churches will
ﬂ@‘? once again sponsor the Angel Tree project.
:%\ This project distributes Christmas gifts to .y \ A
— families in need in the surrounding .
/% community. The tree will be setup the R ANS DAY
T Sunday after Thanksgiving. Members are

purchase the gift that is written on the Angel time to honor and remember those who have

/'[\ asked to pick an angel from the tree, November 11th is Veteran’s Day, a special

and then return it, wrapped to the tree. If or are currently serving in the United States
you know of someone in our community Military.
who should be included in the Angel Tree Project this Christmas We thank all of these men and
Season, please contact Julie Brorby (701-740-2906) women for their courageous commitment to
or Rita West (701-213-7275). All names are kept confidential. keeping our country safe.

Thank you, Veteran’s!
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Anyone can be an usher, reader, Happy Birthday in November!
communion server, or acolyte. " e

Can you help?
;%Shl You can sign up to by scanning this
sista QR code or you can sign up on the paper in =e e dhell
the entryway.
ey Marc Kurz
N O‘V@m/b‘@l" D %@Wbb’@l" Tony Connole, Zane Schumacher
_ ' Bre Berberich
Paul & Sonia Galegher Josh & Tanya Barker Family Allie Ivesdal, Joyce Morgan,
Rick & Claire Herland Todd & Sarah Fee Family Jonathan Muhs
Mike & Nancy Morgan Travis & Brook Fretheim Family Steve Hancock
_ ) Bethany Ivesdal, Mindy Staveteig,
Mickey Munson & Family Craig & Chelsea Moen Family Anthony Zammert
Chris & Tiffany Rood Family Damon & Bridget Pearson Family Nolan Belle, Ethan Gallant
Dan & Carrie Herrig Family John & Jill Schumacher Family Sue Simon
Mike & Dawn Zak Family Dan & Tessa Setness Family Sharon Gustafson
Sean & Michele Burger & Family Richard & Mindy Staveteig Family Liz Welsh

Emily Dobmeier
All Saints’ Sunday is November 3. We
will light candles to give thanks for those who
have inspired our faith and in remembrance
those we love who have died and are now
gathered home to God. If someone you love
has died since last November, we encourage
you to write their name on the sheet in the
entry and we will give thanks for their lives
during our prayers in worship on November 3.

Reese Danner

Jill Kuster, Kelly Mayer,
Connor Welsh

Dan Herrig, Sandy Olson

Morgan Derosier

Kayle Sondreal

Ryan Benoit

Kris Moen, Richard Morgan,
Evie Vatthauer

All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Mason Albin. Ron Hove

(4
Wm Church are welcome to attend

\BIBLE ST U DY - Women'’s Bible Study

Monday, November 18th at 10:00 am MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s

men gather on Sunday mornings
at 9am in the Fellowship Hall for a
chance to chat, drink coffee and
learn together. Their topics of
discussion vary, but new folks are
always welcome to join them.
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A Note from your Church Council:
Psalm 107:1 says, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for this steadfast love endures forever!”

The month of November aligns with themes of thankfulness and reflection. It is a time to show appreciation for
the blessings and guidance received throughout the year. It is a time to be thankful for the harvest season, and
express gratitude for God’s provisions. It is a time to think about personal and spiritual growth over the year.

This calls us to pause and be still. Pause and rejoice for the harvest God has given. Be still and develop a list of
reasons you are filled with gratitude. Pause and seek guidance and discern areas for growth in your faith. Be still
and reflect on your faith journey and deepen your spiritual practices during this season. Pause and engage in
group prayers or discussions to strengthen bonds and encourage thankfulness collectively.

As you gather with loved ones and appreciate the blessings in your life remember that this month serves a
reminder of God’s abundant provision. Take a moment (or several) to assess your spiritual path and engage in
prayer and/or meditation.

Church Council News & Updates

Summary of Finances

At the time of publication, the current summary of Finances for the month of August and September were
unavailable. Our finances for September and October will be shared in the December Newsletter.

Who St. Matthew’s says we are

In June, the Council began work on establishing a purpose, vision, and mission statement for the Church along
with Core Values. Our two main goals in developing these were:

e Define our culture to remind us of where our priorities lie and aid in our decision making
e Have them ready for the Ministry Site Profile.

We are pleased to announce this work has come to an end and we are ready to share them with you. On
November 10 at the end of worship, the Council will share a brief presentation on their creation and ask for a
vote of approval from the congregation by ballet.

Purpose Statement:
The Congregation of St. Matthew’s exists to receive and share the love of Jesus.

Vision Statement:
Fostering a vibrant intergenerational Christian community where all feel empowered and loved.

Mission Statement:
Connect people to Jesus, each other, and their purpose in Christ.
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Core Values:
Christ-Centered: Keeping Christ at the center of all we do.; Sharing the life-changing message of Jesus.
Community: Everyone belongs, embrace and value all people.; Uniting people in Christ’s love, breaking down

barriers, and embracing diversity.

Creativity: Worshipping in lively ways giving people the freedom to connect and communicate with their Creator.
Authenticity: Willing to be involved in the lives of people with real needs and problems.
Hope: Fostering through service and outreach within our walls and beyond.
Empowerment: Making an eternal difference in this generation and generations to come.

A Way to Give Thanks: Our Gratitude Offering

The Council is grateful to be in fellowship with you and we thank you for how you give your time, talents, and
financial gifts to St. Matthew’s. This allows us to do the work Christ has called us to do. However, our financial
giving continues to be down, and we are sitting again with a deficit.

We have decided to launch a Gratitude Offering. This is a special offering given, November 10-December 15 as a
way to show appreciation for the blessings and guidance received throughout the year. A Gratitude Offering is a
one-time offering given in addition to our usual Sunday offering.

We thank you in advance for your gracious support and this additional financial support will help us keep the spirit
of service alive, as Christ has called us to do.

Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator

We are pleased to inform the congregation that Bre Berberich has been selected to join the
St. Matthew’s staff as our new Youth & Family Ministries Coordinator. Bre’s first day in this
position was Monday, October 21. An Installation Service is being planned and a date will be
shared soon. the entire Church Council along with Pastor are delighted to have Bre in this

role.

As we shared last month, our youth programming has grown substantially and by filling this position we
demonstrate our commitment to helping our children and youth grow in faith and service to Jesus while creating
and curating new programming and resources to support this mission. The Council along with Pastor are delighted
to have Bre in this role and please join us in welcoming her into this new role.

Continued on next page L >
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Officer positions

By the end of the month, we will have deployed the Nomination Committee as we have several officer positions
to fill in the New Year and a full list of openings will be shared soon. Here are some key positions open:

e President — 1-year term

e Vice President — 2-year term

e Secretary — 2-year term

e Worship Team Lead — 2-year term

e Properties Team Lead — 2-year term

If you would like information about any of these openings, please speak with a member of the Church Council or
Nomination Committee. We tentatively plan to hold our Annual Meeting on either Sunday, January 26 or Sunday,
February 2, 2025, and this is when our new officers begin their term.

Council Meetings

We invite all members of St. Matthew’s to attend our Council meetings which generally will be held the second
Sunday of every month. Our next meeting will take place on Sunday, November 10 following worship. Approved

meeting minutes will be made available upon request.

Closing thoughts

| encourage you to stay connected to what is happening at St. Matthew’s via our Facebook and Instagram pages,
the church website, and of course through announcements made during Sunday service.

It is truly a blessing to be in fellowship and service with all of you. | wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving filled

with love and happiness.

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council President
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November 2024

Sun Mon Tue

3 4 5

9am Men in Mission 7pm Quilting 9am Quilting
9am Sunday School

10am Worship-

All Saints/New Member

1pm Festival of Tables

10 11 12

9am Men in Mission 7pm Quilting 9am Quilting

9am Sunday School
10am Worship
11:15am Church Council

11am Food Pantry

17 18 19

9am Men in Mission 10am Bible Study 9am Quilting
9am Sunday School 7pm Quilting

10am Worship

24 25 26

9am Men in Mission 6:30pm Than}glvmg 9am Quilting

9am Sunday School
10am Worship

A
Service 8 6pm Food Pantry

7pm Quiltinga 4
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Wed Thu

6 7

6:30pm Luther
Movie

13 14

7pm Confirmation  6:15pm Breathe
Gentle Yoga

20 21

7pm Confirmation = Newsletter
Deadline

27 28

No Confirmation

*‘7“”‘7

'2\‘

Fri

15

22

29

Sat

16

23

30



St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Welcome to worship

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Address service requested
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

All services live on our YouTube Channel

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 (701) 599-2081
ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP

Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com
Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com
Council President: Carrie Herrig carrie.herrig@outlook.com

Council Vice President: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member!
Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams kmadams4@rocketmail.com
Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org

Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com
Properties Team Lead: Dan Herrig dan@sandsteelbc.com

Education Team Lead: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com

Youth Team Lead: Dara Faul darafaul@gmail.com

Worship Team Lead: Mary Mitchell
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