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Dear beloved St. Matt’s Friends,  

This will be my last newsletter article as your pastor, since my last Sunday presiding at St. Matthew’s will 

be Sunday May 18.  
 

We’ve had quite a partnership! Initially I was recruited to fulfill your pastoral needs during Lent of 2022 

while also working as a full-time hospice chaplain. I returned in January 2023 under an 18-month contract, 

still working for hospice half time, until August of 2023 when I resigned at hospice to fully dedicate myself 

to St. Matthew’s ministry. In January 2024, we extended my contract through May 2025. That is where we 

stand today, my friends.  
 

In my time of service, I have been honored to to baptize 20 children, confirm 23 youth, and welcome 17 

families into membership here, and only presided at two funerals. I have come to know and love you all 

through Bible Studies, Confirmation, VBS, first communion orientation, Worship, special events, meetings 

and many meaningful conversations and prayers within and outside of the church.   
 

This time among you as your interim Pastor has been precious and has felt in every way like a genuine call. 

I have grown and learned so much from you! I deeply appreciate the spirit of collaboration and grace so 

prevalent in this community. You love God and one another well, understanding the needs and commit-

ments of individuals and extending grace and support freely. I am so impressed by your willingness to try 

new things, to pivot in staffing and programming when a new approach is needed, and to do so with  

humor and kindness. You support lay-people leading worship and you are EXCEPTIONALLY gifted at  

incorporating children and youth into every aspect of the life of the community with warm welcome,  

patience and joy. You take the call of the church seriously but also like to laugh together. What a gift.  
 

While the identity of your future pastor is a mystery, I am confident that you will be in good hands with 

the council, transitional worship team, with additional support from area pastors and the Eastern ND  

Synod staff. By God’s grace and in due course, your future pastor will be led to you. St. Matthew’s is a  

vibrant, flexible and wonderfully engaged faith community, a sentiment I frequently share with my  

colleagues. Your next pastor will be blessed to serve among you.   
 

As I transition to my next chapter, I am profoundly grateful for your love, support of me and my family, 

and your willingness for the sake of the gospel. I am and will remain,  
 

Your sister in Christ,  

Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmit  
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Congratulations to Our First Communion Participants! 

We celebrate with joy and pride as these young members of our church family  

received their First Communion. May their hearts always be filled with the love and 

grace of Christ as they continue to grow in faith. Blessings to each of you on this  

special milestone!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured: Back Row—Camdyn Schlenker, Samuel Riewer, Owen Clemetson, Pastor 

Kristen; Front Row— Reese Barker, Lauren Plautz, Jocelyn Sondreal, Paisley Albin, 

Hannah Lagge 
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First Communion Retreat 

      

      

  

      

       

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Kristen’s farewell service and  

celebration! 
 

Please plan to attend on Sunday, May 18 at 10:00 am.  
Potluck to follow the service.  Help us show our  
gratitude to Pastor Kristen for her ministry and service.  
We are deeply grateful for her leadership and  
guidance. Your commitment to your faith has been an inspiration to St Matthew’s. 

 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own  
understanding. Seek his will in all you do and he will show you which 

path to take” 
 
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
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We are seeking a Part-time Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper (up to 28 
hours a week; non-benefitted; hourly) to join the St.Matthew's team.  
Position description is posted on our website. Please, help us recruit  

qualified candidates by letting your friends and family know about this  
position. Interested candidates who wish to receive more information may 
reach out to the Council President, Angie Muhs at bamuhs@yahoo.com . 

The position will remain open until filled. 

If you are aware of a pastor whom you believe may fit the ministry 

of our congregation, please let us know. Nominees will be shared 

with the Synod office who will follow their process.   Please fill out a 

form located in the entry. Please continue to pray for the call  

committee, St. Matt’s ministries, and for the leader God is  

preparing to eventually come and lead us.      
 

Please continue to pray for our next pastor and keep your eyes and ears open as you travel this 

summer for a good candidate                         

 

The Call Committee 

Derek Plautz (chair), Cheryl Widman, Wade Strande,  

John Schumacher, Jonathan Muhs, Trish Mikelson, Gary Welsh 

 

mailto:bamuhs@yahoo.com
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  
anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

 
• Thank you to Michele Burger who has done an outstanding job keeping our church 

clean throughout lent and spearheaded the Easter decorations, along with all of her 
helpers 

• Thank you to Val Uhlir for organizing our Easter Resurrection Garden 
• Thank you to Julie Brorby, Jon and Junelle Hjelmstad, Annistyn and Angie Laxdal, Addy Foote, Jill 

Schumacher, and Justin Uhlir for providing music leadership for us during Lent and Holy Week 
• Thank you to all who helped make the fish frys such a success, including WELCA pie providers 
• Thank you to all of our actors throughout Lent and Good Friday 
• Thank you Bre Berberich for keeping our confirmation, first communion, and LYO kids and youth 

updated on all of their commitments 
• Thank you to Lorelei Robinson for coordinating a very fun Easter celebration and egg hunt with 

our Sunday Schoolers on Palm Sunday 
• Thank you to Julie Brorby for purchasing our new planters and décor to welcome all to St. Matt’s 
• Thank you to Brandon LaRoque, Claire Herland and Dalene Jacobson for getting our Bread for the 

World Auction up and running. We raised $288! 
• Thank you to our incredible Sunday School Teachers, Confirmation Guides and helpers! 
• Thank you to all who faithfully come to worship Jesus and carry his name into the world 

WELCA News 

Thank you to everyone who  

donated pies and their time to 

help with the pie sales during the 

Lenten Fish Frys. We were able to raise $765! 
 

WELCA donated $750 to Feed My Starving  

Children.  

Thank you to Scheels 

and the Alerus Center 

for their donations of 

supplies to the Men’s Fish Frys.  
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April Showers bring May…transitions…and flowers. 
 

"For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, plans to give you hope and a future."  Jeremiah 29:11  

 

May is shaping up to be a fun-filled and eventful month here at St. Matthew’s Church. We are busy  

preparing for Sunday School's conclusion and celebrating our high school graduates on May 4th. Our 

education team, youth team, and our Youth and Family Coordinator, Bre, have worked hard all year to 

support our youth and help shape their experiences here at St. Matthew’s. A huge thank you to all 

teams, volunteers, and parents who have helped make this year a success!  
 

Our council has been working on transition matters. We are working to secure pastoral and lay  
leadership while our dedicated call team continues to work on securing a permanent pastor. Please 
continue to pray for our congregation as we move toward this transition. Additionally, if you have any 
names of pastors that you would like the Synod to reach out to, please let Derek Plautz know. We are 
also working on transitioning administrative roles and bookkeeping roles. We are hiring for this  
position, either as one combined or two separate positions. Please reach out to me with any questions 
at amuhs@anewtherapy.net. Thank you to Dalene, John, and Bridget for all your work in these roles!  

  
Thank you to all who have donated time, skills, and gifts to St. Matthew’s. Your continued generosity is 

recognized and valuable to the ongoing ministry. The Alleluia offering will continue through May 18th. 

Please consider an extra donation to support St. Matthew’s ministry as we move into the summer 

months.  

In closing, I hope your May is filled with flowers. We will continue working together through the many 

transitions that May will bring. Our prayers go out to all those preparing for a transition.  

Congratulations to the St. Matthew’s Graduates, their families, and Pastor Kristen and Brian as they 

transition to Decorah.  
 

Submitted by: Angie Muhs, St. Matthew’s Council President 

mailto:amuhs@anewtherapy.net
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Outreach News 

Thank you to the volunteers who helped with 
the Feed My Starving Children event on  
Saturday, April 12th. During our 2-hour session, 

the volunteers who participated packed enough food to feed 187 
children for an entire year!! That is time well-spent that really 
makes a difference in 
people’s lives, and we 
appreciate all of you 
who were willing to 
spend your Saturday 
morning helping out. 
Thank you as well to 
WELCA, Men in Mission 
and those of you who 
contributed to the noisy 
offering for providing 
funding to support the 
cost of the food needed 
to pack the meals.   
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Happy Birthday in May! 

All women of St. Matthew’s  

Lutheran Church  are welcome to  

attend Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, May 19th at 10:00 am 

May 

Justin & Amy Bergeron Family 

Roger & Sharon Gustafson  

Roy & Sandy Olson 

Linda Schumacher 

Chuck & Kara Welke Family 

Jen Ellingson Family 

Jon & Junell Hjelmstad 

David & Kim Lagge Family 

Jason & Kaylee Breidenbach Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this 

QR code or you can sign up on the paper in 

the entryway.  

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s men gather on Sunday mornings at 9am 
in the Fellowship Hall for a chance to chat, drink coffee and learn  

together.  Their topics of discussion vary, but new folks are always  
welcome to join them. 

 

The Food Pantry is open during May on  

Tuesday, May 13th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm and 

Tuesday, May 27th, 6pm-8pm.  
  

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them 

know, or come to the pantry during their open hours. 

2 Alivia Hancock, Jon Hjelmstad 

4 Grayson Bakke, Rae Ann Burger, Ella 

Herrig, Weston Wilson 
5 Jordyn Bohlman, Brandon LaRoque, 

Josh Marcelin, Dustin Thompson 
6 Paisley Albin, Bob Foote 

8 Melissa Berger, Lincoln Staveteig,  

Angela Thompson 

10 Brittney Munson 

11 Zachary Peterson, Maverick Robinson 

12 Lindsay George, Shannon Johnson 

14 Calen Broyles 

15 Nate Berberich, Jen Ellingson,  

Travis Johnson, Sara Zammert 

16 Cole Thompson 

17 Mak Mikelson 

18 Cash Danner, Carson Rood 

19 Sara Berg 

22 Dex Avdem, John Berthold, Olive 

Dobmeier 

23 Dylan Anderson 

24 Christine Sivertson, Kory Sondreal, 

Andy Wilson 
25 Lyla Vaagene 

26 Travis Fretheim, Kodey Schuppert, 

Brandon Wojciechowski 

27 Sean Burger, Bruce Loyland 

30 Ki Hagen 

31 Christina Connole, John Schumacher 
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May 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Youth Sunday 

Worship 

6pm BIO Girls 

5 

7pm Quilting 

6 

9am Quilting 

7 8 9 10 

11 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

6pm BIO Girls 

12 

7pm Quilting 

13 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pan-

try 

14 

6pm Church 

Council Meeting 

15  

 

 

 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 17 

18 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

6pm BIO Girls 

19 

10am Women’s 

Bible Study 

7pm Quilting 

20 

9am Quilting 

21 22 23 24 

25 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

 

26 Memorial Day 

 

 
 

 
 

Church Office 

Closed 

27 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

28 29 30 31 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com  

Council President: Angie Muhs stmattspresident@gmail.com  

Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque blaroque@hotmail.com  

Education Team Lead: Lorelei Robinson  lmoore31788@gmail.com 

Youth And Family Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com 

Youth Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Worship Team Lead: Robyn Bohlman rbohlman@invisimax.com  


