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Dear friends at St. Matt’s,  

I am so very thankful for the way we were able to end and celebrate our time 
together. 
 

First I received a bountiful basket of “favorite things” including messages of 
care given to me by the youth and education committee on May 4.  Thank you 
Bre and Lorelei for organizing this and for all the youth who contributed!  
 

Then Bishop Tessa came on Wednesday the 14th to meet with the council and 
myself for a time of mutual reflection, appreciation and affirmation, as well as 

a ritual of blessing and leave-taking. This was so meaningful.  

My last Sunday, May 18, was filled with fun surprises, including a video greeting from my kids, a 
pop-up choir with original lyrics (thank you Junelle and Julie!) and absolutely beautiful gifts given 
by the quilters, the men’s club and the congregation. The blessing for our family was emotional. 
And thank you to those who helped organize the potluck.  
 

As I think about your future, I am so hopeful. I think you have so 
much going for you and momentum is strong. I know that God is 
providing for you every step of the way. But God and the church 
needs you to stay engaged and praying and active in planning for 
the ministry no matter what. Please stay engaged in the interim. 
 

If you have an interest in reaching out to me, please use this email: 
kristenls@icloud.com. Our new address after June 10 will be 909 
Vernon Street, Decorah IA. 52101  
I will also be available through Good Shepherd Lutheran after June 
16 at  (563) 382-3963. As part of good boundaries, I can no longer provide pastoral responsibilities 
for St. Matt’s, but I would love to connect as your friend!  
 

As I take my leave I am reminded of Philippians 1:3-5, where Paul writes to that beloved  
community:   I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being  
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus. 
 

This is how I feel about you. Overflowing with thanksgiving and joy for your partnership in the  
gospel. May God bless you all as you continue on with the beautiful work of loving God and one  
another.  
 

In Christ, Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt 

mailto:kristenls@icloud.com
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-d&q=good+shepherd+lutheran+church+decorah+iowa


 

2   The Messenger | June and July 2025 

 



 

3 The Messenger | June and July 2025 



 

4   The Messenger | June and July 2025 

 
 

 

We are seeking a Part-time Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper  
(up to 28 hours a week; non-benefitted; hourly) to join the St.Matthew's 

team. Position description is posted on our website. Please, help us recruit  
qualified candidates by letting your friends and family know about this  

position. Interested candidates who wish to receive more information may 
reach out to the Council President, Angie Muhs at bamuhs@yahoo.com .  

The position will remain open until filled. 

Call Committee Update 
 

The Call Committee has received a pastoral candidate for our open 
position. We prepared for and conducted an in-person interview on 
Wednesday, May 28th. After prayers and deliberations, we are  
happy to announce that we are continuing the call process with the intention to call this  
candidate to be our next pastor! 
 

Next steps include a formal call committee recommendation to the church council and then a 
congregational meeting to vote. Please be on the lookout for notifications about the upcoming 
meeting so that you can join us, learn about the candidate, and participate in the call process. 
 

Many thanks for the committee members, the council, and the congregation for providing your 
time, talents, and inputs throughout this process thus far.  
 

We hope you have a blessed summer! 

 

The Call Committee 

Derek Plautz (chair), Cheryl Widman, Wade Strande,  

John Schumacher, Jonathan Muhs, Trish Mikelson, Gary Welsh 

 

mailto:bamuhs@yahoo.com
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All women of St. Matthew’s  

Lutheran Church  are welcome to attend Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, June 16th at 10am and Monday July 21st at 10am 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this QR code or you can sign up  

on the paper in the entryway.  

Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  
anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

 
• Thank you to all those helping keep our lawn mowed and flowers water.  
• Thank you to everyone who helped with Pastor’s Farewell Service and Potluck 
• Thank you to our committed Call Committee for working diligently on finding a new Pastor 
• Thank you to Carrie Herrig and Scott Kuster for helping lead Worship this summer 

MEN IN MISSION  
St. Matthew’s men gather on Sunday mornings at 9am in the Fellowship Hall for a chance to chat, 

drink coffee and learn together.  Their topics of discussion vary,  
but new folks are always welcome to join them. 

 

The Food Pantry is open during June on  

Tuesday, June 10th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm and  

Tuesday, June 24th, 6pm-8pm 

 

                               The Food Pantry is open during July on  

   Tuesday, July 8th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm and Tuesday, July 22nd, 6pm-8pm 

 

 If you or someone you know could use the assistance of the food pantry, please let them know, 

or come to the pantry during their open hours. 
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Summer Greetings St. Matts, 

As we step into the summer season together, I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone 
who helped make the past few months such a success. From exciting events to meaningful         
transitions and celebrations, none of it would have been possible without your time, energy, and 
support. We are truly grateful! 

We’re also pleased to share that pastoral coverage is in place for every Sunday through August. 
Pastor Bud will be with us twice a month, and Pastor Kate, a chaplain from the Fargo VA, will cover 
several weekends as well. Pastor Aaron Bye from Christus Rex joined us in May, and both Scott 
Kuster and Carrie Herrig will be leading worship on a few Sundays this summer. With so many  
congregations currently navigating transition, we are especially thankful for the quick and gracious 
“yes” we received from each of these leaders. 

In addition, we are excited to share that Carrie Herrig will be serving as St. Matthew’s Worship 
Liaison during this season. Carrie will help coordinate pulpit supply and provide a consistent point 
of contact for worship planning. Thank you, Carrie, for stepping into this important role! Also a 
shout out to Robyn Bohlman, worship team lead, who has helped tremendously in keeping our 
Sundays running smoothly. 

Wishing you all a joyful and peaceful June and July. We hope to see you at some of the wonderful 
events planned—don’t forget to keep your calendar from this newsletter handy and follow us on 
social media for the latest updates. 

 
God’s peace, 

Angie Muhs 

St. Matthew’s Church Council President  
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Happy Birthday in June! 

2 Michele Burger, Camden Henningsgard 

3 Ursula Hovet, Courtney Wiskow 

4 Ridege Mayer,  

5 Susie Sondreal 

6 Kylie Hippen 

8 Kenny Dobmeier, Val Uhlir 

10 Lola Anderson, Brooke Bakke, Robyn 

Bohlman, Megan Sveen-Myrdal 

12 Grace Burger, Case Moen,  

Marlyce Peterson 

13 Katelyn Kuster, Ryder Setness,  

Kade Sveen 

14 Lilly Fretheim 

15 Astacia Hansen-Oelrich, Mary Mitchell 

16 Halle Bohlman 

17 Ryan Freitheim, Tim Wiskow 

18 Heather Foote, Brandon Moen 

19 Hakkon Sveen 

20 Hadley Johnson, Mike Schlenker 

21 Willa Monson 

24 Cindy Eliason 

25 Kjersten Lopez, Bill Mitchell  

26 Natalie Berger 

28 Marcus Benoit, Larin Ivesdal 

Happy Birthday in July! 

 

1 Jocelyn Connole 

2 Reese Belle, Emily Overby,  

Cheryl Thompson 
3 Jace Strand 

4 Vaughn Quern 

5 Drake Sondreal, Reagan Sondreal, 

Sophie Sondreal, Charlie Uhing 

6 Derek Plautz 

7 Scarlett Carrier, Thomas Stoe 

8 Dan Hovet 

10 Wade Strande 

13 Jordan Barker, Jaxon Fee,  

Makenna Mikelson 

15 Edison Uhlir, Brittany Wiskow 

16 Adalee Foote, Troy Peterson 

17 Brittany Monson, Jacob Zak 

18 Wyatt Bergeron 

20 Buck Arntz 

21 Doris McMorran 

22 Debe Mayers, Kinley Plautz,  

Derek Sondreal 
23 Grace Naas 

24 Craig Bohlman, Bridget Pearson,  

Cody Schuppert, Kim Wiskow 

25 Dalton Herrig, Hayden Overby 

27 Tim Sivertson 

28 Gretchen Peterson 

29 Tenley George, Xavier Thom 

30 Jasmine Welke 
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June 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

2 

7pm Quilting 

3 

9am Quilting 

4 5 6 7 

8 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

9 

7pm Quilting 

10 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pantry 

11 12 13 14 

15 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

16 

10am Women’s Bible 

Study  

7pm Quilting 

17 

9am Quilting 

18 

6pm Dinner Church 

19 

 

20 21 

22 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

23 

7pm Quilting 

24 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

25 26 27 28 

29 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

30 

7pm Quilting 
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July 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

9am Quilting 

2 3 4 5 

6 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

7 

7pm Quilting 

8 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pantry 

9 10 11 12 

13 

9am Men In Mission 
 

10am Community  

Worship at Southbrook 
 

11:15am Church Council 

Meeting 

14 

7pm Quilting 

15 

9am Quilting 

16 17 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

18 19 

20 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

21 

10am Women’s 

Bible Study 

VBS 5:30pm-8pm 

 

22 

9am Quilting 

VBS 5:30pm-8pm 

6pm Food Pantry 

23 

VBS 5:30pm-8pm 

24 

VBS 5:30pm-8pm 

25 26 

27 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

28 

7pm Quilting 

29 

9am Quilting 

30 31   
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Unfilled 

Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com  

Council President: Angie Muhs stmattspresident@gmail.com  

Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque blaroque@hotmail.com  

Education Team Lead: Lorelei Robinson  lmoore31788@gmail.com 

Youth And Family Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com 

Youth Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Worship Team Lead: Robyn Bohlman rbohlman@invisimax.com  


