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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Ones, greetings in the name of Christ! As we enter into the summer months, now is
a good time for a little “housekeeping.” Although the summer is a slower time in the life
of God's church, things are moving and grooving, nonetheless. In this summer issue,
please find below important updates in our life together:

e Summer Worship - Yes, St. Matthew's is still open in the summer months. We invite
you to join us for worship every Sunday at 10am in person or online! Midweek summer
worship: after meeting with our worship team, we decided to hold-off on midweek
worships based on low attendance. Please know, the council and the worship team
are always open to suggestions for improving how we worship!

e Worship Series - You asked and | listened! Many of you have reached out about
deepdiving into the “lesser-known” Bible stories. This summer in our worship, we will
be journeying through the series, “A is for Alabaster.” This series is a 52-week
devotional that covers both the Old and New Testament. For our time this summer,
we will cover stories from the Old Testament.

e Summer of Surgery — Both Alex and | have surgeries planned for this summer. Alex
will have hers the week of July 14. She will be in recovery for roughly six weeks. | will
take the week of her surgery off to be home with her and our children. Please note for
the remainder of her recovery period, | will be in my office at various times. PLEASE
CALL MY CELL PHONE WITH ANY NEEDS. This August, | am scheduled to have two
teeth extracted. Thankfully, this is a same day surgery and will not affect my St. Matt's
time. Thank you to our wonderful council as they help me (and my family) navigate
these “fun” life events.



e Time Away - | give thanks for the gift of renewal and rest. This summer, our family will
be taking our family trip to Duluth June 8th-14th. And this August 15th, our family will
be participating in the annual Spina-Bifida family reunion in Minneapolis. This is a
tradition from Children’s Minnesota to support all families who have gone through
their care with children who have Spina-Bifida.

e Big News - After five years of looking and saving, Alex and | are officially homeowners!
We signed our mortgage on May 18 and have begun moving into our new home. For
our son’s continuation of care for school, his medical visits and all his appointments, we
will be staying in Moorhead. | am eternally grateful for this opportunity to continue to
serve as your pastor and the grace you all have shown and continue to show.

Please reach out with questions, concerns, or some humor to lighten my day! Dear Ones,
may this summer be filled with blessings beyond our wildest dreams, may this summer be
a time of rest and renewal, may the joy that surpasses all understanding bless you now
and forever, Amen!

In God’s Love,

Rev. Chris Friese
C: 218-443-3339 | Stmattspastor@midconetwork.com

Summer Worship Series

You're Invited to join us this summer as we embark through lesser-known stories of the
Old Testament. Our time together will focus on the resource “A is for Alabaster” by Anna
Carter Florence. For those that wish to read ahead, below are the Old Testament readings
we will explore in our worship together:

June 21: B is for Balaam (Numbers 22:27-31) July 26: S is for Sheba (1 Kings 10:1-10)
June 28: E is for Esther (Esther 4:10-16) August 2: R is for Rehab (Josh 2:1-4a)
July 5: F is for Fish (Jonah 1:1-5, 11-17) August 9: 5 is for Salt (Genesis 19:15-17; 24-26)
July 12: P is for Puah (Exodus 1:15-22) August 23: W is for Whirlwind (Job 40:6-10)
August 30: Z is for Zelophehad's Daughter
(Mumbers 27:1-7)




Worship Team News

The summer months are approaching and we
do not have families assigned to help with
worship services for June & July - BUT worship
services still happen! If you will be in
attendance, please visit the church website or
contact me to sign up to help. It would be
GREATLY appreciated.

Thank you for your support and willingness to

serve. Have a wonderful summer.

Robyn - Team Lead
701-739-4192

bohlmanrobynegmail.com

Join Us in Serving!

Scan the QR code to sign up and
be part of worship!

Mot sure how 1o do something? There is always
somecne here to help }'I:}I.-l!
Questions Contact;

Robyn Bohiman (Waorship Lead)
(701} 739-4182




Youth & Family Ministry News

Every year seems to go faster and faster, but it sure is filled with a lot of fun and
meaningful moments! We wrapped up Sunday School this year with a finale
celebration including bounce houses, a gaga pit, treats, and a picnic for everyone. So
many giggles and smiles were shared throughout the day! Thank you to everyone
who helped make the celebration so special. A special thank you to House of Bounce
(Damon & Bridget Pearson) for donating the bounce house; Ryan, Roger, Oliver, &
Rick for grilling hotdogs and burgers; Bridget for shopping for the food; Melissa &
Bridget for planning the Sunday School fun; and Melissa for prepping teacher gifts!
As we wrap up another year, we also celebrate the completion of another
Confirmation year and a wonderful season of Holy Shenanigans. Our Confirmation
students spent the year growing deeper in their faith, building relationships, serving
others, and learning together. Holy Shenanigans brought so many nights filled with
laughter, friendship, fun, and faith-building moments that reminded us how
important community is.

Most importantly, thank you to all of our teachers, guides, volunteers, host families,
and leaders for your dedication, time, and love poured into our kids and youth
throughout the year. Your willingness to show up, encourage, teach, and walk

alongside them makes a lasting impact. We are so thankful for each of you and look

forward to all God has in store next year!




An adventure you'll Fall For!

July 27-30, 2026 | 5:30-8:00 pm
St Matthew's Church

$25 Early Bird | Register & pay by May3|
$30 Register After 5/31
$75 Family Cap

Scan QR code today to
REGISTER or Volunteer!

Contact Bre @ 701-740-3207 or
breberberich@gmail.com with questions




'\‘ Evangelical
wg Lutheran Church
WP in America

ELCA YOUTH

GATHERING

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
JUNE 28 - JULY 2

THE GATHERING?

Every three years, thousonds of high schoolers and their odult leaders from ocross the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America [ELCA) come together for the ELCA Youth
Gathering. It's not just on event but a movement in which faith ignites and community
comes alive. Through inspiring speckers, experiential learning and transtermative
connections, young people experience the church in bold, unforgettable ways. Each
night, participants shore a unigue faith experience through high-energy worship ond
powerful storytelling. The Gathering is an opportunity to ask big questions, grow in
faith and be part of something bigger than yourself. Are you ready to join the

movement T

ATTEND?

Youth porticipants in the ELCA Youth Gathering must be in 8" to 12" grade at time of
registration (fall 2026). Adult leaders cccompanying youth to the Gathering must be
at least 21 years old at the time of the Gathering.

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE?

Watch for information & meeting dates, coming this summer!

To get on the email list so you don't miss out contact Bre -
701-740-3207 or breberberich@gmail.com



L OTINC AT NMIN L ES

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
CouncilMinutesfromApril 12, 2026
Approved at council on May 6", 2026 with no changes or additions

In Attendance: Angie, Pastor Chris, Wade, John, Loreli, Trin, Krista, Robyn and Claire.

Absent: Brandon and Melissa Berger

C all to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie at 11:17 a.m.

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved as presented by John, 2 " by Wade, MC.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes were approved as presented by Robyn and 2 " by Krista, MC.

Financial Reports : The following reports for March 2026 were reviewed: Special Giving report, General Income-Expense

vs. Budget, Bank Account Balances and All Team Expense Report. A motion was made by Wade, 2 ™ by Robyn to accept
reports as presented. MC.

Income for March 2026: $17,981.95
Expenses for March 2026: (514,568.13)
Net Income for March 2026: $3,413.82

Old Business -
1. Legion land request-conversation
a. Damon checked in with Angie and arranged to have the Legion present to the congregation
there plan. The goal of the presentation is to show the congregation the land that would be
asked for and how it will look. It was decided they would present on Sunday, April 26™. A
formal vote would not be taken but rather seeking the opinion of the congregation would be
necessary
2. New Member Sunday update:
a. New member Sunday is set for April 19" .Pastor Chris mentioned that there are 5 families that
will be joining.
3. FMSC
a. In Grand Forks on Saturday, April 25th.
i. A donation request of $150 was made to FMSC from the Thrivent account. Trin made
the motion to approve the distribution, 2" by Robyn, MC.
4. Open council positions:
a. Education has been filled by Stacy Plautz
5. Summer Music-
a. Grace McHugo will be the church organist for the summer, tentative dates for May-September,

and will receive a monthly stipend.
6. Alleluia Offering March 22" -May 31%



a. Suggestions to let the congregation know was to announce it in the bulletin each Sunday and in
the monthly newsletter with emphasis on auto debit.
7. Counting Funds
a. Two People need to be trained
i. John Schumacher has found a temporary replacement for Scott Kuster’s duties

New Business-
1. Noisy Offerings
a. May-Thompson Fire Department 5K
b. June-TBD
2. Administrative Assistant Advertising
a. Announcements
b. Advertise
c. Newsletter
3. Bookkeeping Role/hours
a. Pastor will do Order of Service by maintaining the membership enrollment
b. Someone to do the power point & newsletter, mainly, but other duties could be added as
person becomes more comfortable.
c. The hourly pay is starting at $18-522/hour
4. Pastor Fund
a. Pastor Chris asked about when he meets with members for coffee/lunch, how should it be paid
for. The council said to use the church credit card but a receipt must be provided.

The next council meeting is set for Wednesday, May 6 "at 5:30 p.m.

Motion to adjourn by Trin, 2nd by Wade, MC. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Claire Herland , Council Secretary

§
e Thank you to Sue Simon for keeping the ="’==’=—£-;——_‘-j

candles filled and watering the Easter
flowers.
* Thank you to Michelle for her Spring

Cleaning of the kitchen and dining

hallll “Wae're looking for a chunch with a vibrant, active congragation. ..
thal we can qusdly absensa from the back pew.
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Michele Burger,

Camden Henningsgard ©
Ursula Hovet
Ridge Mayer
Susie Sondreal
Kylie Hippen
Kenneth Dobmeier, Val UIir
Lola Anderson, Brooke Bakke,
Robyn Bohlman,

Megan Sveen/Myrdal

Grace Burger, Case Moen
Katelyn Kuster, Ryder Setness,
Kade Sveen

Lilly Fretheim

Astacia Hansen, Mary Mitchell
Halle Bohlman

Ryan Fretheim

Heather Foote, Brandon Moen
Hakkon Sveen

Hadley Johnson,

Michael Schlenker

Willa Monson

Cindy Eliason

Knox Atkinson, Kjersten Lopez,
Bill Mitchell

Natalie Berger

Marcus Benoit, Larin Ivesdal,
Cecily Johnson

Eisley Laxdal
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27
28
29
30
31

Jocelyn Connole
Reese Belle, Emily Overby,

Cheryl Thompson

Vaughn Quern

Drake Sondreal, Reagan Sondreal,
Sophie Sondreal

Derek Plautz

Scarlett Carrier, Tom Stoe

Dan Hovet

Wade Strande

Jordan Barker, Jaxon Fee,
Makenna Mikelson

Edison Uhlir

Adalee Foote, Troy Peterson
Brittany Monson, Jacob Zak
Wyatt Bergerson

Buck Arntz

Doris McMorran

Debe Mayers, Kinley Plautz,
Derek Sondreal

Craig Bohlman, Bridget Pearson,
Brooklyn Schuppert

Dalton Herrig, Hayden Overby,
Tim Sivertson

Gretchen Peterson

Tenley George, Xavier Thom
Jasmine Welke
Brody Schuppert
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701 Broadway St.
Thompson, ND 58278

(701) 599-2081
stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Chris Office Hours Join us for worship

Monday: 9:00-5:00 sund 10:00
Tuesday: Available by phone undays at 10 am

Wednesday: 1:00-8:00
Thursday: 9:00-5:00

Hey, we're {?
Hiring

Administrative Assistant/

Bookkeeper

To apply of ask questions -
contact our cowncil presidant Angie Muhs

@ amuhs@anawlharapy.nat
(i) (701) 740-0634
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