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Dear St. Matt’s Friends,  

On June 9 members of your St. Matthew’s Church Council engaged in a focused time of thinking broadly and 
deeply about our purpose and vision as a church. This is an ongoing process and we still need congregational  
input as we move ahead and also work on defining our mission statement and values. But it was a good start, and  
think it was clarifying for all of us.  
 
We at St. Matt’s do many things we care about. We worship, teach, learn, care, give, serve, share in fellowship 
and welcome. But after much talk and many words, our understanding of our purpose crystallized into something 
very simple and profound. “The congregation of St. Matthew’s exists to receive and share the love of Jesus.”  
 
That’s it.  Seems like if we can do this—if we can put our bodies, hearts, minds and spirit in a position to receive 
Jesus’ love, then we are also equipped and compelled to share it. To RECEIVE and BE Jesus’ love alive in the world 
is really the whole ballgame, wouldn’t you agree? The rest is just the details of “how.”  
 
When we were discussing our vision, our council president, Carrie Herrig, encouraged us to think about what is 
unique and special about St. Matt’s. Again, there is a lot we could say here. But one thing we kept circling back to 
is “intergenerational community.”  
 
Many churches have groups and activities for different age demographics, but one thing St. Matt’s does REALLY 
WELL is help people of different ages connect to one another in meaningful ways. This is happening in very visible 
ways every week in our worship, as kids and elders interact in the noisy offering and the sharing of the peace and 
conversation. We saw it in our confirmation Christmas cheer visits and when kids participate in WELCA events 
and Fish Fries and it it was on full display at our first every Dinnerchurch last Wednesday as kids and adults who 
didn’t necessarily know one another very well were sharing about how they spent their day and what time with 
Jesus looks like for them. 
 
 This kind of sharing between the generations is rare in our society today. It is precious and worth celebrating  
because people of every age group have gifts to bring to the community. Those who are older need the  
playfulness and openness of the young, and the young need the guidance and wisdom of those who have life  
experience and those in the middle need support for all they are trying to juggle and need companionship to go 
deeper into their faith as a daily practice. We are all better when we share life together.  
 
With that in mind, I would like to remind each of you that you are needed! We need everyone to be invested in 
one another and the good of the community and our shared mission. We need parents to be bringing their kids 
to the house of the Lord. We need teens and college students to come with your questions and fresh  
perspectives and challenge us. We need people in the busy middle years to keep coming to rest in God’s amazing 
grace. We need empty nesters and retired folks to take their place as true Elders (not tied to age, but maturity) 
who have so much experience and wisdom to pass on. We thrive when we are ALL living our our vision: 
“Fostering a vibrant intergenerational Christian community, where all feel empowered and loved.”  
 

 Thank you for investing in our Shared Vision!    

Pastor Kristen 
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Come to me all you that are weary  

and I will give you rest”    -Jesus 

 

• First 30 min: Devotion and Conversation facilitated by  

    Pr. Kristen.  

• Second 30 min: Gentle Yoga led by instructor Tara Kulack.  

• Wear comfortable clothing and bring a yoga mat or beach 

towel. 

• No Bible knowledge of yoga experience required.  

 You can do this! � 

• Shorter session this time. One hour total.  

• A free will offering will be accepted 

• ALL (ages, genders, abilities, etc) ARE WELCOME. So invite 

your friends and family! They’ll thank you.  

 Tuesday July 9, 6-7 pm 
 At St. Matthewôs Lutheran 
 
 

 Session Focus: Giving yourself permission to REST your 

 body, mind and Spirit through spending quality time with  

 Jesus and his unforced rhythm of grace.  
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Faith Formation 
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All women of St. Matthew’s  

Lutheran Church  are welcome to Women’s Bible Study  

Monday, July 15th at 10:00 am at the Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 17th, 5:30-6:30pm 

#/-% ÆÏÒ Á ÃÁÓÕÁÌ ÍÅÁÌȟ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÌ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ  

(ÏÌÙ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ--ÁÌÌ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÈÁÌÌȢ  

"ÒÉÎÇ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÏÕÔÄÏÏÒ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÆÔÅÒȦ   

,ÅÔȭÓ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ �  

Thank you for your financial support of our shared ministry.  

You may make offerings  in person, by mail, or through our webpage. 
 

 

 

 

 

You can also scan this QR code. Thank you!!  

Our Noisy Offering for June will go towards St Matthew’s VBS program. July will support our 
WELCA  Backpack assistance, providing school supplies for Thompson families in need. 



 

7    The Messenger | July 2024 

The Food Pantry is open during July on Tuesday July 9th from 

11am-1pm and Tuesday, July 23rd from 6pm-8pm. 

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them know, or come to 

the pantry during their open hours 

Dinner Church  

Wednesday, June 19th  
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Happy Birthday in July! 

  

1 
Jocelyn Connole 

2 Reese Belle, JoEllen McGauvran, 
Emily Overby, Lucy Sutter-Hegg 

3 Jace Strand 

4 Vaughn Quern 

5 Kevin Dobmeier, Charlie Uhing 

6 Derek Plautz 

7 Scarlett Carrier, Thomas Stoe 

8 Braeden Amborn, Dan Hovet 

10 Wade Strande 

13 Jordan Barker, Leo Dearinger, Jaxon 
Fee, Diane Fugleberg, Makenna 
Mikelson 

15 Edison Uhlir 
16 Adalee Foote, Troy Peterson 

17 Brittany Monson, Hunter Praska,  
Jacob Zak 

18 Wyatt Bergeron, Zac Haugen 

20 Buck Arntz 

22 Kinley Plautz, Derek Sondreal 

23 Grace Naas 

24 Craig Bohlman, Bridget Pearson, 
Brooklyn Schuppert, Cole Sorby 

25 Dalton Herrig, Hayden Overby 

27 Tim Sivertson 

28 Gretchen Peterson 

29 Tenley George 

30 Jasmine Welke 

31 Evie Haugen, Brody Schuppert 

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s men 
gather on Sunday mornings at  

9am in the Fellowship Hall for a chance 
to chat, drink coffee and learn  

together.  Their topics of discussion 
vary, but new folks are always  

welcome to join them. 

Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize 
if we missed anyone, know that you are all  
appreciated! 
 

• The gentleman who have been keeping our lawn 
mowed so nicely- Roy Olson and Mike Uhlir 

• Sue Simon and Cheryl Widman for watering flowers.  

• The incredible volunteers who helped prepare the food and  
       hospitality for Dinner Church including Cheryl and Bill Widman,  
       Sue Simon, Duane Naas, Beth Kurz, Amy Bergeron, and  
       Shannon Johnson.  
• Thank you to Jon and Junelle Hjelmstad  and their son Brody for  
       playing for Dinner Church  
• Julie Brorby for prerecording music when she can’t be present and 

those who “push the buttons” 

• John Schumacher for leading worship on June 22.  

• Carrie Herrig for all her work preparing for our council retreat.  

• Bre Berberich for all of the planning and coordination for upcoming 
VBS.  

• Tech crew who helps us worship and stay connected with all those 
who are tuning in on YouTube.  

 

  !ÎÙÏÎÅ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÕÓÈÅÒȟ ÒÅÁÄÅÒȟ  

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÓÅÒÖÅÒȟ ÏÒ ÁÃÏÌÙÔÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ  

ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȟ ×ÈÅÎ 

ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÌÅÓÓ ËÉÄÓ ÉÎ  

×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȢ  #ÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÌÐȩ  

9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÂÙ 

ÓÃÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ 12 ÃÏÄÅ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÉÇÎ 

ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÒÙ×ÁÙȢ  
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A Note from your Church Council: 

Summer Blessings! The summer season is in full swing. Vacations, reunions, and neighborhood gatherings are 

taking place. Memories are being shared and at the same time being made. 

 

And while we are all enjoying the sounds and sights of summer, please know there is a lot happening here at  

St. Matt’s. Consider joining us for Dinner Church on July 17 at 5:30 pm. It is a unique way to share a meal,  

engage in informal worship, and have conversation and connection.  

 

Register your child/ren and/or grandchildren for Scuba VBS taking place July 29-August 1 where those  

participating will dive into their friendship with God.  

 

Breathe Yoga on July 9, Dwelling in the Word Monday’s at 1:00, and so much more. I encourage you to stay  

connected to what is happening at St. Matthew’s via our Facebook and Instagram pages, the church website, 

and of course through announcements made during Sunday service.  

 

We are blessed to have so many opportunities to join together in community and grow in our faith.  

Psalm 97: 11-12 states, “Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on the upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, 

you who are righteous, and praise his holy name.”  

 

Church Council News 

Below, you will find a current summary of our Finances and updates impacting the entire congregation.  

 

Summary of Finances 

Financial Reports Summary April May 

  2024 2024 

      

General Giving Income - YTD $52,614 $63,127 

General Giving Income - Month $7,452 $10,514 

Net Income - YTD ($3,609) ($7,338) 

      

General Giving Checking Account $27,449 $23,672 

Special Giving Checking Account $50,104 $54,868 

Line of Credit $0 $0 
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Updates 

Council Approves Interim Pastoral Ministry Agreement  

At our June 12 meeting, the Council unanimously approved the new Interim Pastoral Ministry Agreement for  

Pastor Kristen. We are incredibly blessed to have her agree to serving as our Interim Pastor through May 31, 2025. 

Her vision and leadership have helped us become a stronger, more unified congregation fully committed to doing 

God’s work.  

 

The signed agreement has been sent to the Office of the Bishop for her review and approval.  

 

Successful Council Retreat  

On June 9, the Council took part in a retreat designed to ensure we are leading the congregation in its mission, 

staying on top of financial and property matters and following the constitution. 

  

During our time together, we were able to draft a revised Purpose Statement, a new Vision Statement and began 

working through an exercise to define the Core Values of the Church.  There is still more work to be done as we 

hope to draft a new Mission Statement, develop short-, mid-, and long-term goals, and finalize a draft of the Core 

Values.  

 

Your insight and feedback will be sought on what we are proposing once we are able to accomplish our work. We 

plan to share our proposed ideas in small meetups like attending a Men in Mission gathering, WELCA meeting, etc.. 

And we also plan to take some time at the end of a Worship service to openly share and discuss.  

 

Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding this work and its intent.  

 

Council Meetings 

As we know the summer season is time for lake days, family vacations, and beating the heat. With that said, your 

Church Council has decided to take the month of July off. Our next meeting will take place Wednesday, August 14 

at 6:30 pm. In September we will resume meeting the second Sunday of the month after worship.   Approved 

meeting minutes will be made available upon request. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, I can be reached via email at carrie.herrig@outlook.com or by phone at  
701-793-8948.  
 
It is truly a blessing to be in fellowship and service with all of you. Thank you for taking the time to read this  

information. 

 

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council President 

mailto:carrie.herrig@outlook.com
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July 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
10am Womens Bible 

Study at Pastor’s Home 

2pm Dwelling In The 

Word 

7pm Quilting 

2 

9am Quilting 

3 4 5 6 

7 

9am Men in Mission 

10am Worship 

8 

2pm Dwelling In The 

Word 

7pm Quilting 

 

9 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pantry 

6pm Breathe Yoga 

10 

6:30pm Church 

Council 

11 12 13 

14 

9am Men in Mission 

10am Worship 

15 

10am Womens Bible 

Study 

2pm Dwelling In The 

Word 

16 

9am Quilting 

17 

5:30pm Dinner 

Church 

18 

 

19 20 

21 

9am Men in Mission 

10am Worship 

22 

2pm Dwelling In The 

Word 

7pm Quilting 

23 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

24 25 26 27 

28 

9am Men in Mission 

10am Worship 

29 
2pm Dwelling In The 

Word 

5:30-8:30pm VBS 

30 

9am Quilting 

5:30-8:30pm VBS 

31 

5:30-8:30pm VBS 

Aug 1 

5:30-8:30pm VBS 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

 

ST. MATTHEWõS LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com  

Council President: Carrie Herrig carrie.herrig@outlook.com  

Council Vice President: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com 

Properties Team Lead: Dan Herrig dan@sandsteelbc.com  

Education Team Lead: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com  

Youth Team Lead: Dara Faul  darafaul@gmail.com 

Worship Team Lead: Mary Mitchell  


