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From the Pastor’s Desk  
Dear Ones in Christ Jesus,  

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. As the snow settles, gifts 

are unwrapped, many of us have returned from our holiday vacations. Now we are in the “bleak midwinter.” It seems 

that after our celebrations come to end, the new year has begun, we enter perhaps one of the most challenging times 

of the year. Months filled with subzero temperatures, icy roads and this lingering darkness in our morning and even-

ing commute. Dear ones, I confess that I lament this time of the year. Quite frankly, if I oversaw planning Christs’ 

birth, I would have placed his birth towards the end of January. By doing so, the warmth and joy of Christmas might 

last longer.  

 Shortly after the Christmas season ends on Epiphany, I feel this seasonal “trauma” of dreading the day our 

Christmas tree (and decorations) must come down. We go from bright colorful lights and shimmering tinsel to our 

beige and boring walls. After the season comes to end, the sense is the joy goes with it. To shorten the effects of the 

winter blues, I have found leaving my tree up until Ash Wednesday seems to bridge the gap in seasons. The reality is 

that winter is going to happen in our lives. Moving somewhere warmer is out of the question. I would much rather 

deal with ice than giant snakes or spiders.   

 I have found the more I detest winter, the more I get angry with the snow, all I have is more snow and less 

joy. Winter is as necessary as spring, summer and fall. The months following Christmas are months of reset and re-

newal. As we take our tree down, we begin the work of cleaning our space for the new and exciting. In my well-

seasoned years, winter has become a reminder that it’s okay to slow down. To take time to rest in our busy lives. The 

bleak midwinter is reminder that without this season of quiet, we cannot be renewed in the spring. The spring flow-

ers need the snow to cover the ground and provide new nutrients for a bright spring.  

 In this winter season, I invite us to find things that help nourish our souls. Winter provides a necessary time 
to cozy up, read a good book, start a new series or perhaps learn new skills. Now begins the real work of Christmas. 
The work of looking inward, seeing what needs to be taken down (what needs to be addressed), where we need to 
make new room (where can we learn new habits) and where we need more joy. Dear Ones, as the winter winds rise, 
the snow falls and the night feels endless, may the warmth of the Christmas season fill your heart, soul and mind. 
May you take time to be with yourself, with loved ones, most important, may you make time for much needed rest 
and renewal. Blessings in the season of Epiphany, the season of light abound!  

:  

 God’s Peace, 

 Rev. Christopher “Chris” Friese 

 St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church  

 Thompson, ND  

 
 C: 218-443-3339 | Stmattspastor@midconetwork.com 
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Properties Team hard at work for our benefit 

    Clearing the parking lot after the ice & snow! 

Putting up a new TV for our littles! 

Shelving added in copier room, big thanks! 

Keeping the front walk clear of 

snow and ice, big job! 
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A BIG thank you to all that helped put Poinsettias on the altar! 

Craig & Debbie Bohlman   In Memory of Lloyd & Carmen Bohlman 
John & Robyn Bohlman   In Memory of Lloyd & Carmen Bohlman & Harold Shimek 
Mike & Julie Brorby   In Memory of Don & Kathy Tufte; Glen & Adeline Brorby 
Rick & Claire Herland    In Memory of Betty & Jack Opperud; Ruby & Al Herland;  
     Levern Herland 
Roger & Sharon Gustafson   In Memory of Leonard, Bernice & Dave Kjorvestad;  
                             Nels & Delores Gustafson, Carol Howard 
The Herrig Family               In Memory of Doyle Herrig & Lloyd Johnson 
Donna Gunderson               In Memory of Kenny Plante; Orville Gunderson; John &   
                 Selma Gunderson; Gerald Gunderson; Philip Dow;    
                 Margaret Plante; Morrie Plante 
Roger & Dalene Jacobson                In Memory of Derek Jacobson; Dale & Beth Grandstand;  
                   Lowell & Helen Jacobson 
The Kurz Family                 In Memory of Elaine Myrfield  
The Muhs Family                  In Memory of  Michael Muhs 
Sue Simon                  In Memory of Joyce & Lee Dierker; Behrle Olson 
Cheryl & Bill Widman      In Memory of Harley & Delores Volden;    
                                 George & Betty Widman; Marilyn & Lavonne Matthews 
Mike & Valorie Uhlir                         In Memory of David & Iva Jones; Terry Jones;  Muriel 
                                         “Lavonne” Hartel   
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  

anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

• Thank you for our janitor for keeping our church so sparkling and clean! 

• Thank you to Bridget for leading the planning for Festival of Tables and all those who hosted 

tables, helped planned and the volunteers to make it happen!  

• Thank you to the church decorators, everyone did an amazing job getting our church ready and in the Christmas 

Spirit! 

• Mary Mitchell,  Sonia Galegher & Doug Berg for staying late to tackle all the food from Trick or Treat for Canned 

Goods. Thank you to everyone who donated to help fill the food pantry!  

• Thank you to Lorelie Robinson for decorating for Christmas photo ops! 

• Thank you Bre for the Christmas program. The kiddos were great and the pajama day was amazing. Looked like so 

much fun! 

• Thank you to all the people that put on the  “Pot Luck” for Pastor Friese”s Instalation! The ribs were fantastic, all 

the food was great. No one went home hungry! 

• Thank you to Brandon LaRoque for getting the shelving up in the copier room. It gives me more room in the office, 

don’t ya know! Hahaha.  
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Open Council Positions 

Short description below 
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Council Minutes from  
November 16th, 2026  
(minutes were approved at the December 21, 2026 council meeting) 
  
In Attendance:  Angie, Robyn, Wade, Brandon, Beth, Kristie, Pastor Chris and Claire.  

Absent: None, all present 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie Muhs at 11:20 a.m.   

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved with no changes by Kristie, 2nd by Brandon, MC 

Approval of Minutes: Beth abstained from voting on the minutes as she was not present for the October meeting.  Robyn made a motion to 
approve the minutes of October 2026 meeting with no changes, 2nd by Kristie, MC.   

Financial Reports: The financial report was presented and reviewed as noted below. Treasurer Kristie reported that Vanco deposits are not 

included for the months of August, September, and October. It was also discussed that Pastor Chris’s medical insurance premiums had not 

been paid for August, September, October, and November due to the church not receiving a bill. This issue has since been resolved. It was not-

ed that funds for these premiums were already budgeted, so the delay did not create a financial hardship for the church.  The amount needed 

to catch up is $4,200.     

Additionally, President Angie requested a full report of all line items, including team balances. 

The numbers presented for September and October 2026 are as follows: 

 

Approval of Financial Reports: Brandon made a motion to approve the financial report as presented, 2nd by Beth, MC. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Chris   
Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich  

LYO-Open position 

Fellowship: Open position- 

Outreach: Beth Kurz  

Assisted Julie Brorby with10 the Angel Tree set up and distribution which also included volunteers from St. Judes Catholic Church.   
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Properties: Brandon  

Worship: Robyn Bohlman 

Men In Mission:  

WELCA:  

Food Pantry: Mary Mitchell  

  

Old Business- 

Ms. Galegher update: 
Tabled until January or February 2026 

December 7th installation Date for Pastor Chris 
Claire is going to talk with the men’s club to see if they could provide the main dish for the potluck that will 

follow the installation service.   
The council will facilitate the potluck and seek help from all members 

Building Use Paperwork 
A form will be reviewed and approved at a future meeting 

Thanksgiving worship/Pie Social 
A sign up sheet was used for volunteers to bring pies for fellowship following the Thanksgiving worship.  (A 

successful amount of pies were enjoyed by all) 
  

New Business-  
Noisy Offerings: 

December: Eastern Synod 
They have different foundations and use the funds for various Pastor needs 
2. Confirm Christmas Worship Schedule 

Christmas Eve worship is scheduled for 5 p.m. 
     
 
The December meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 13th immediately following church. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Robyn, 2nd by Kristie, MC.  Meeting adjourned at 12:27 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Claire Herland  
Council Secretary 
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Happy Birthday in January 

2 
Cheryl Widman 

2 Barry Arntz, Oliver Schuppert 

3 Angela Muhs 

5 Averie Geatz 

6 Kristie Adams, Brandy George 

8 Brent Rekkedal, Kimberly Schuppert 

10 Michael Quern 

11 Jaxon Clemetson, Cassie Riewer 

12 Tyson Sondreal 

13 Cornelius Everett 

14 Collin Hancock 

15 Shelli Schuster, Lucy LaRoque 

16 Noah Novak 

17 Heather Sondreal, Kelby Laxdal 

19 Jailin Avdem, Shannon Hancock 

20 Marcus Hughes 

21 Joey Overby, Hadley Plautz 

24 Jordan Johnson, Bailey Marcelin 

25 Adrianne Jarvis, Rober Morgan, Da-
mon Pearson 

26 Brook Fretheim, Richard Staveteig 

26  

27  
29 

Lauren Plautz, Leif Sveen 

30  

31  

3282

8280 David Stevens, Chris Rood 

 

All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 

Church  are welcome to attend 

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, January 19th at 10:00 am 

January 

Paul & Brooke Bakke Family 

Kelby & Angie Laxdal Family 

Derek  & Bobbi Sondreal Family 

Kory & Susie Sondreal 

Travis & Shannon Johnson 

Kevin & Lorelei Robinson Family 

Tyson & Heather Sondreal Family 

February 

Dylan & Sara Andersson Family 

Mark & Kristie Adams Family 

Nathan & Melissa Berger Family 

Randy & Becky Bohlman 

Brock Vaagene Family 

Josh & Tessa Clemetson Family 

Kodey & Kimberly Mohagen Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this 

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 

men gather on Sunday mornings at 
9am in the Fellowship Hall! Join 
them for a chance to chat, drink 

coffee and learn together.  Their top-
ics of discussion vary! All are always 

welcome to join them. 

 

The Food Pantry is open during December on  

Tuesday, December 9th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

and Tuesday, December 23rd , 6pm-8pm.  
  

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them 

know, or come to the pantry during their open hours. 

“Act as if what you do makes 

A difference. It does.    

   -William James 
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January 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Pr Chris out of 

office 

2 
Pr Chris out of 

office 

3 

4 
9am Men ‘n Miss’n 

9am SS 

10am Worship 

5 
7pm Quilting 

6 
9am Quilting 

7 
5:30pm Council Mtg 

7pm Confirmation 

8 9 10 

11 
9am Men ‘n Miss’n 

9am SS 

10am Worship 

11:15am Church 

council 

12 
7pm Quilting 

13 
9am Quiltting 

9:30am GF Confer-

ence 

11am Food Pantry 

14 
7pm Confirmation 

15 
Newsletter dead-

line 

Pr Professional day 

16 17 

18 
9am Men ‘n Miss’n 

9am SS 

10am Worship 

19 
10am Women’s 

Bible Study 

7pm Quilting 

20 
9am Quilting 

21 
7pm Confirmation 

22 23 24 

25 
9am Men ‘n Miss’n 

9am SS 

10am Worship 

11am Ann Cncl Mtg 

26 
7pm Quilting 

27 
9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

28 
7pm Confirmation 

29 30 31 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

 
 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP 

Pastor: Chris Friese stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: Chris Moore stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com 

Council President: Angie Muhs  AMuhs@anewtherapy.net 

Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland80@gmail.com 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bethanykurz79@gmail.com  

Fellowship Team Lead: OPEN  

Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque  blaroque@hotmail,com  

Education Team Lead: OPEN  

Youth Team Lead: OPEN 


