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Dear St. Matt’s friends,   

Happy New Year! As we replace the old calendar it is a good time to take stock of the year past and the year to come, individu-

ally and as a church community.  

I just re-read my letter from last year at this time, and I am remembering what an anxious time it was. So much was in flux for 

our family with my mother-in-law’s cancer diagnosis and surgery, we put our plans to move last spring on hold. Thankfully the 

church council was thankfully eager to extend my contract. This year has been a grace period in the fullest sense of the word. 

Things have stabilized somewhat in my family and at St. Matts, we as a community have been able to experience stability and 

strengthening of our youth and Sunday School ministries, including hiring a Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator. We have had 

adult ed classes that have had great participation with meaningful learning and sharing. We have welcomed several new families 

into our community and worked as a council on our purpose, mission and values. We have joyfully worshiped God together each 

week. I am thankful for our partnership! 

Now we turn the page, and I believe both our family and St. Matt’s are much better prepared for a chapter of transition than we 

were last year at this time. The call committee recruited by the Church council was installed and oriented for their work last Au-

gust. They have been meeting since then, surveying the congregation on ministry priorities and completing the Ministry Site Pro-

file which will be used to help prospective pastoral candidates discern if St. Matt’s would be a good fit for them. That paperwork 

has now been submitted to the synod office and I anticipate the committee will be interviewing candidates soon! This is all a lot 

of work, so please thank them in this lengthy process.  
 

You may be wondering how long it will take to find a new pastor. The answer: we don’t know! It is true that there is a shortage 

of pastors in comparison to the number of ministry sites open. However, there is a lot to like about St. Matt’s! This community is 

vibrant, faithful and flexible, overflowing with enthusiasm. I anticipate that there will be strong interest in this congregation. 

Nevertheless, it can take time to find the right fit, so please be patient with the process and respect that the call committee 

must keep the details of candidates confidential since some candidates may not be ready to share that they are considering a 

move. Please pray for them.  

As for myself, I have begun interviewing at churches some distance from here, but I have stated that I will not be available to 

serve until Brian, who is a teacher, has completed the school year. That may seem like a long time from now, but with the  

prospect of selling and buying a house and settling into a new home and community, relocating is a lengthy--and emotional--

process! We have a lot of memories from our 16 years of living in Grand Forks. It takes time and energy for Brian and I, along 

with our kids, to consider, think and pray about where we might set up our family camp next.  
 

I use that word “camp” a bit in jest, and a bit seriously. We are a family that has always enjoyed camping, and a tent is what we 

could afford. We drive into a campsite that is just trees, a campfire ring and a picnic table, pitch a tent, and strive to leave it 

without a mark a few days later. But the place always leaves a mark on us. We hiked, swam, cooked and eaten, played games 

and made precious memories there, sometimes even met some fun fellow campers.  

I am struck that life is like elaborate tent camping. Every shelter we set up for ourselves is provisional, every home is temporary 

until we go home to the Lord. But when I think of journeying through life in a tent, I am also reminded that in the Book of  

Exodus, the tent of God’s presence (the “tabernacle”) traveled with the people during the 40 years that they traveled in the  

wilderness. God came to camp with the people. The gospel of John calls on this image in his version of the Christmas story. In 

the original Greek, John 1:16 actually says, “And the Word became flesh and pitched a tent (“tabernacled”) among us.” In Jesus, 

God became Emmanuel, the God who camps out with us. 
 

No matter what the year holds, this does not change. Jesus travels with us, goes ahead of us, prepares the way and prepares us 

for all that is to come. Thanks be to God. And for this chapter of the journey, I am pleased to be camping out with all of you! 

Pastor Kristen 
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Confirmation Reminders 

Students are reminded to complete and keep track in their folders of their worship notes, service hours and worship 

assisting.  12 notes, 5 hours and 3 assists are required this year.  If you have not kept track, please check in with Bre 

to see where you are at.  

Wednesday December 11 we held our 2nd 

annual Christmas Cheer visits. Cheer visits 

connect our confirmation kids with adults 

in our community! Thank you to the  

confirmation guides for driving the kids, 

the parents for providing the goodies and 

our couples for hosting!  

Cheer Host Couples—Roger & Dalene, 

James & Suzy, Mike & Julie, Roger & Sharon, Lonni & Gretchen, Ron & 

Joan and Steven & Shannon!  
 

Confirmation will resume on Wednesday January 8th.   

Advent Night, Thank you to Julie Brorby & Melissa Berger for helping 

with Advent craft night!  
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Sunday School —                        

The kids did great with the Christmas Program—The Telling of the Christmas Story—Thank you to the parents for 

bringing your kids and supporting our program.   

Sunday School we will resume on Sunday January 5, with No Sunday School January 19.  
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A BIG thank you to all that helped put Poinsettias  
on the altar! 

 

The Bohlman Family  in Memory of Lloyd & Carmen Bohlman 

Roger & Sharon Gustafson in Memory of Leonard, Bernice, Dave Kjorvestad, Nels, Delores Gustafson &   
    Carol Howard 
 

The Hancock Family  in Memory of Edward & Geneva Matejcek, William & Edith McMorran, Don-
nie Wood &  
                                  our Aunts & Uncles 
 

The Herland Family  in Memory of Alvin & Ruby Herland, Betty & Jack Opperud and LaVern Herland 

The Herrig Family  in Memory of Doyle Herrig 

Roger & Dalene Jacobson                in Memory of Derek Jacobson,  Dale & Beth Grandstrand, Lowell & Helen Jacobson 

The Larsen-Schmidt Family             in Memory of Grandpa Herb Gettle & Stein Larsen 

The Olson Family                                in Memory of their parents & daughters Julie & Christina 

Lonnie & Gretchen Peterson          in Memory of Lois Peterson & Fritz Fredeen and in Honor of Charles Carrington & Sonny Peterson 

The Pearson Family                           in Memory of ALL of our lost Loved Ones 

The Widman Family                           in Memory of Harley & Delores Volden, George & Betty Widman, Lavonne Matthews &  
                                                                  Marilyn Matthews 
 

The Uhlir family                                  in Memory of Frankie Jones & Paula Uhlir 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Matthew’s Annual Meeting  

Please plan to attend the Annual 

Meeting scheduled for January 26, 2025  

following worship service.  
 

Please plan to attend as there is much to 

discuss! 

*Poluck to follow* 
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LYO News 

LYO met twice in December. On the 11th, Pastor Kristen shared an Advent devotional and Stacy, Derek, and Hadley 
Plautz, had the kids play a holiday/bible themed version of Family Feud. The kids all had a blast and were very  
competitive! 

On the 18th, we had a joint get-together with St. 
Jude’s Catholic Church. The kids enjoyed a casual 
evening with soup, sandwiches, and games. Area 
community members were also there to help the 
youth learn how to play classic games such as  
Pinnacle and Cribbage. It was a great activity for a 
cold winter evening. 
 

 

 

In January, LYO will meet on the 15th and 29th.  

All area youth in grades 9-12 are welcome to attend.  

Call Committee Update 
 

The Call Committee is happy to announce the completion of St. Matthew's Ministry Site Profile (MSP), the first  
significant milestone in our call process. The MSP was approved by the Church Council, has been submitted to the 
Synod Office, and is currently active. Now the word is officially out that we are searching for a pastor, and our next 
steps include identifying and recruiting candidates and conducting multiple interviews. There are multiple ways in 
which candidates can be found, and one of those ways is through congregational recommendation. If you know of 
any potential candidates for our current opening, we ask that you provide that to the Call Committee on or before 
Sunday January 12th so we can follow the proper recruitment process. 
 

Many thanks for the committee members, the council, and the congregation for providing your time, talents, and 
inputs throughout this process thus far.  
 

We hope you have a blessed Christmas season. 
 

The Call Committee, 

Derek Plautz (chair), Cheryl Widman, Wade Strande, John Schumacher, Jonathan Muhs, Trish Mikelson, Gary Welsh 
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  
anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

 
• Thank you to Julie Brorby for preparing and playing for us, especially helping with all the extra 

music this time or year 

• Thank you to Sue Simon and Cheryl Widman for helping to set up for Blue Christmas and Christmas Eve 

• Thank you to Nancy Morgan for the beautiful new blue banners we enjoyed all of Advent 

• Thank you to all of the teachers and helpers of the Christmas Program, especially Bre Berberich and Carrie Herrig 

• Thank you to Gary Welsh for plowing our snow 

• Thank you to Dalene for the extra hours spent preparing bulletins during the Christmas season 

• Thank you to Scott Kuster and Sharon Gustafson for their faithful tracking of our finances 

• Thank you to John Schumacher for his faithful bookkeeping 

• Thank you to Cheryl Arntz for baking our communion bread 

 

Thank you to all who donated to this 
year's Angel Tree program. The gifts 
that the members of St. Matthew's and 
St. Jude's so graciously donated were 
distributed to the participants on  
December 17. All who received gifts 
were so grateful for your generosity. 
One family gave us a thank-you card 
that read, "Thank you so much for 
blessing our family and making Christ-

mas a better time for us. We are truly so thankful for you. I was 
truly grateful for everything you did for our daughter and mak-
ing it special for her. You're an actual angel sent from God and 
we were so blessed by you. "Thank you" isn't enough and words 
cannot be put into place about how thankful I am."  
 

Thank you to St.Matthews Men in Mission and WELCA for  
gifting each family a grocery gift card. 
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A Note from your Church Council: 

God wants what is best for us, even more than we do, and if we allow Him to rule our lives, He will use  

everything we go through (Romans 8:28), to help us be more Christlike. 

 

A new year is a new beginning, with new challenges and new successes or failures. Have you ever considered 

that what seems to be a failure when it happens might become a success after a period of time? Every single 

one of us have lived through situations that were almost impossible to accept at first, only to realize later, as we 

started to consider all the factors and circumstances, that what happened was for our benefit in the long run. 

There is so much that we cannot control, but we can choose how we respond to it! 

 

Once we learn to turn our worrying thoughts into prayers to God and we study His word, everything changes. 

The Bible teaches us what God likes and dislikes, what His promises are and how to solve the problems we face 

correctly. As we grow in knowing God and His will, the new issues that come our way seem smaller and easier 

to deal with. If we have a thankful heart and have faith in God’s love, protection and help, handling life’s  

hardships certainly become easier, and we find deeper peace in knowing that God’s way is the best way. 

 

Church Council News & Updates  

Below, you will find a current summary of our Finances and updates impacting the entire congregation. 

 

Summary of Finances 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Reports Summary October November 

  2024 2024 

      

General Giving Income - YTD  $ 116,891  $ 134,328 

General Giving Income - Month  $   12,876  $   17,436 

Net Income - YTD  $ (25,328)  $ (22,822) 

      

General Giving Checking Account $      4,491  $     7,377 

Special Giving Checking Account  $   57,072  $   57,428 

Line of Credit  $            -  $            - 
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Updates  

Our Gratitude Offering – We are blessed by You 

The Gratitude Offering gave us the support needed to end up in a better place financially as the end of the year ap-

proaches. Thanks to the generosity of our members and guests we have received $9,480 in gifts. This allows us to 

continue in our mission and keep the spirit of service alive, as Christ has called us to do.  

St. Matthew's Staff Openings 

We are seeking a Part-time Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper (30 hours a week; non-benefitted; hourly) and a 

Custodian (3-5 hours a week; non-benefitted; hourly) to join the St. Matthew's team. Position descriptions will be 

made available on our website soon. In the meantime, help us recruit qualified candidates by letting your friends 

and family know about our open positions. Interested candidates who wish to receive more information may reach 

out to the Council President, Carrie Herrig via email at carrie.herrig@outlook.com or phone 701-793-8948. The  

positions will remain open until they are filled.  
 

Supporting our Call Committee  

We met with Derek Plautz, Call Committee President on Monday, December 9 via Zoom to review the finalized draft 

of the Ministry Site Profile (MSP). We were impressed with how well it represented us and had us very excited to 

share who we are with interested candidates.  

The Council voted and approved the MSP giving the Call Committee our support to submit it to the Synod Office. 

The word is officially out that we are searching for a pastor, and our next steps include identifying and recruiting 

candidates and conducting multiple interviews. 

Please help the Call Committee get the word out by sharing we are in the Call Process and if you know of any  

potential candidates for our current opening, please provide that to the Call Committee on or before Sunday,  

January 12th so they can follow the proper recruitment process. 
 

Officer Positions  

The Nomination Committee is busy recruiting members of our Church to serve in several officer positions to fill in 

the New Year and a full list of openings will be shared soon. Here are some key positions open:  

• Vice President – 2-year term  

• LYO Team Lead – 1-year term 

• Education Team Lead – 2-year term 

• Properties Team Lead – 2-year term  

If you would like information about any of these openings, please speak with a member of the Church Council or 

Nomination Committee.             

             Continued on next page 
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Annual Meeting – Mark your Calendars 

Our Annual Meeting will be held after worship on Sunday, January 26 and all confirmed members of the 

Church are invited to attend. The Council has developed a rough draft of our Annual Report and will final-

ize the document once the 2024 Financial Reports are audited in mid-January. An agenda for our time to-

gether will be shared early in the month.  

Council Meetings 

We invite all members of St. Matthew’s to attend our Council meetings which generally will be held the 

second Sunday of every month. Our next meeting will take place on Sunday, January 12 following worship. 

Approved meeting minutes will be made available upon request. 

Closing thoughts  

I encourage you to stay connected to what is happening at St. Matthew’s via our Facebook and Instagram 

pages, the church website, and of course through announcements made during Sunday service.  
 

It is truly a blessing to be in fellowship and service with all of you. I wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving 

filled with love and happiness.  

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council President 

After 13 years of service, Duane and Chris Naas 
have decided to hang up the mop and broom 

and turn over the cleaning supplies. They  
retired from their custodial positions at  

St. Matthew's, at the close of 2024.  
 
This dynamic duo made sure the building was cleaned, repairs were made, and the doors were 
ready to open 365 days a year. Their commitment to their roles assisted in St. Matthew's being 

able to create a welcoming, safe, and inclusive environment for all who attend worship or 
events here at St. Matt's. 

 
We extend our sincere gratitude for your dedicated service, hard work, and commitment to our 

mission over the years. The Executive Council and Congregation wish you all the best in your 
well-deserved retirement! 
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Happy Birthday in January! 

 

All women of St. Matthew’s  

Lutheran Church  are welcome to  

Attend Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, January 20th  at 10:00 am 

January 

Paul & Brooke Bakke Family 

Josh & Mandy Marcelin Family 

Kelby & Angie Laxdal Family 

Derek & Bobbi Sondreal Family 

Kory & Susie Sondreal 

Travis & Shannon Johnson Family 

Kevin & Lorelei Robinson Family 

Tyson & Heather Sondreal Family 

February 

Dylan & Sara Anderson Family 

Mark & Kristie Adams Family 

Nathan & Melissa Berger Family 

Randy & Becky Bohlman Family 

Brock Vaagene Family  

Josh & Tessa Clemetson Family 

Kodey & Kimberly Schuppert Family 

Nolan & Bree Belle Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this 

QR code or you can sign up on the paper in 

the entryway.  

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 

men gather on Sunday mornings 
at 9am in the Fellowship Hall for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of  

discussion vary, but new folks are  
always welcome to join them. 

 

The Food Pantry is open during October on  

Tuesday, January 14th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

and Tuesday, January 28th , 6pm-8pm.  
  

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them know, or come to the pan-

try during their open hours. 

 

1 Cheryl Widman 

2 Barry Arntz, Oliver Schuppert 

3 Angie Muhs 

5 Averie Geatz 
6 Kristie Adams, Brandy George 

8 Kimberly Mohagen, Brent Rekkedal 

10 Michael Quern 

11 Jaxon Clemetson, Cassie Riewer 

12 Tyson Sondreal 

13 Cornelius Everett 

14 Collin Hancock 

15 Lucy LaRoque, Shelli Schuster 

16 Noah Novak 

17 Kelby Laxdal, Heather Sondreal 

19 Jailin Avdem, Shannon Hancock 

20 Marcus Hughes 

21 Joey Overby, Hadley Plautz 

24 Jordan Johnson, Bailey Marcelin 

25 Damon Pearson, Adrianne Jarvis, 

Robert Morgan 

26 Brook Fretheim, Richard Staveteig 

29 Lauren Plautz, Leif Sveen-Myrdal 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Dinner Church—Love Feast 

February 12th, 615pm-7:30pm 

This will be a family focused Valentine’s themed dinner 

church-including confirmation kids and families! 
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January 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

Church Office 

Closed 

2 3 4 

5 

9am Men in Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

6 

7pm Quilting 

7 

9am Quilting 

8 

7pm Confirmation 

9 10 11 

12 

9am Men in Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

13 

7pm Quilting 

14 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pantry 

15 

6:30pm LYO  

7pm Confirmation 

16 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

17 18 

19 

9am Men in Mission 

9am NO Sunday School 

10am Worship 

 

 

20 

10am Women’s Bible 

Study 

7pm Quilting 

21 

9am Quilting 

22 

7pm Confirmation 

23 

6pm Breathe 

24 25 

26 

9am Men in Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11:15am Annual Meeting 

27 

7pm Quilting 

28 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

29 

6:30pm LYO  

7pm Confirmation 

30 31  



 

12   The Messenger | January 2025 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

 
 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com  

Council President: Carrie Herrig carrie.herrig@outlook.com  

Council Vice President: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com 

Properties Team Lead: Dan Herrig dan@sandsteelbc.com  

Education Team Lead: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com  

Youth Team Lead: Dara Faul  darafaul@gmail.com 

Worship Team Lead: Mary Mitchell  


