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The Messenger 
From the Pastor’s Desk  

Dear Ones in Christ Jesus,  

 Seasons blessings as we begin our journey through Ash Wednesday, Lent and to Holy 

Week. This season, I invite us to hear the words of Brené Brown (MSW/Ph.D.) a noted writer 

and professor. Her research focuses on shame, vulnerability, and leadership. As we journey in 

these forty-days, we will be studying her book, The Gifts of Imperfection, where she breaks down 

her 10 – guideposts to letting go and cultivating authentic lives. The season of Lent is a reminder 

that we are perfectly imperfect, created by a perfect God. Below are the texts/readings we will 

dwell in during our midweek Lenten service:  

Ash Wednesday Feb. 18                                         Wednesday Feb. 25 

OT Joel 2:1-2, 12-17                                                         OT: 1 Samuel 15:17-25 

Psalm 51:1-17                                                                   Gospel: John 14:25-31 

NT 2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10  

Gospel Matthew 4:1-11 

 

Wednesday March 4      Wednesday March 11 

 

     OT – Psalm 1:1-6                                                                OT – Genesis 2:1-3 

     Matthew 5:13-16                                                                 Matthew 11:28-30 

 

Wednesday March 18     Wednesday March 25 

 

    OT – Psalm 32                                                                     OT - Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; 12-14 

    Gospel – Matthew 6:25-34                                                  Gospel – Luke 15:21-32 

 

Holy Week: 

 Sunday March 29                      Munday Thursday April 2                   Good Friday April 3 

Matthew 21:1-11                          OT Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14                        Tenebrae Service 

OT - Isaiah 50:4-9a                      Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19                      (Information Coming Soon) 

Psalm - 31:9-16                            NT 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

NT - Philippians 2:5-11               Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Gospel - Matthew 26:6-12           Stripping the Altar – Psalm 22 

                                                           Sunday April 5 Easter 

NT - Acts 10:34-43 | Psalm - Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 | NT - Colossians 3:1-4 | Matthew 28:1-10 

God’s Peace, 

Rev. Christopher “Chris” Friese | St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church Thompson, ND  

C: 218-443-3339 | Stmattspastor@midconetwork.com 
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Keeping the front walk clear of 

snow and ice, big job! 
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  

anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

• Thank you to the Nominating team for recruiting for the new year! 

• Thank you to Gary Welsh for clearing snow from the parking lot!  

• Thank you to the outgoing church council members for all their work! 

• Mary Mitchell,  Sonia Galegher & Doug Berg for staying late to tackle all the food from Trick or Treat for Canned 

Goods. Thank you to everyone who donated to help fill the food pantry!  

• Thank you to Lorelie Robinson for decorating for Christmas photo ops! 

• Thank you Bre for the Christmas program. The kiddos were great and the pajama day was amazing. Looked like so 

much fun! 

• Thank you to all the people that put on the  “Pot Luck” for Pastor Friese”s Instalation! The ribs were fantastic, all 

the food was great. No one went home hungry! 

• Thank you to Brandon LaRoque for getting the shelving up in the copier room. It gives me more room in the office, 

don’t ya know! Hahaha.  
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Council Minutes from  
November 16th, 2026  
(minutes were approved at the December 21, 2026 council meeting) 
  
In Attendance:  Angie, Robyn, Wade, Brandon, Beth, Kristie, Pastor Chris and Claire.  

Absent: None, all present 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie Muhs at 11:20 a.m.   

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved with no changes by Kristie, 2nd by Brandon, MC 

Approval of Minutes: Beth abstained from voting on the minutes as she was not present for the October meeting.  Robyn made a motion to 
approve the minutes of October 2026 meeting with no changes, 2nd by Kristie, MC.   

Financial Reports: The financial report was presented and reviewed as noted below. Treasurer Kristie reported that Vanco deposits are not 

included for the months of August, September, and October. It was also discussed that Pastor Chris’s medical insurance premiums had not 

been paid for August, September, October, and November due to the church not receiving a bill. This issue has since been resolved. It was not-

ed that funds for these premiums were already budgeted, so the delay did not create a financial hardship for the church.  The amount needed 

to catch up is $4,200.     

Additionally, President Angie requested a full report of all line items, including team balances. 

The numbers presented for September and October 2026 are as follows: 

 

Approval of Financial Reports: Brandon made a motion to approve the financial report as presented, 2nd by Beth, MC. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Chris   
Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich  

LYO-Open position 

Fellowship: Open position- 

Outreach: Beth Kurz  

Assisted Julie Brorby with9 the Angel Tree set up and distribution which also included volunteers from St. Judes Catholic Church.   
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Minutes from  
December  21, 2025 
(minutes approved by the Council on January 7th, 2026) 
In Attendance:  Angie, Robyn, Beth, Kristie, Pastor Chris, Claire and Brandon (via computer).  

Absent: Wade Strande 

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie Muhs at 11:10 a.m.   

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved with no changes by Kristie, 2nd by Robyn, MC 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes were approved by Kristin, 2nd by Robyn, MC. 

Financial Reports: The financial report was presented and reviewed as noted below.  President Angie brought up a correction, Pastor Chris had 

mentioned during church that the general offering and the noisy offering were all going to the Synod for the month of December, but it is actual-

ly only the noisy offering.  Pastor Chris thanked Angie for the correction.       

The numbers presented for October and November 2025 are as follows: 

 

Approval of Financial Reports: Robyn made a motion to approve the financial report as presented, 2nd by Claire, MC. 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Chris   
Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich  

LYO-Open position 

Fellowship: Open position- 

Outreach: Beth Kurz  

Properties: Brandon  

Worship: Robyn Bohlman 

Men In Mission:  

WELCA:  

Food Pantry: Mary Mitchell  

  

Old Business- 

Choose date for blood pressure checks in January or February 
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Tabled for later discussion in January 
Building use paperwork-check in with Brandon for updates 

Form is available to use and Brandon will update the council where it is located and how and when to use 
it. 

Update on Tv for Nursery 
Brandon confirmed with the council that he is taking care of purchasing the TV and will have it installed 

4.  Nomination Committee update-who has talked with the committee? 
5 positions open 
Suggestions were to have slides created to show for pre-church announcements.  Pastor Chris was going to 

visit with Chris in the office  and Claire is starting conversation with the nominating committee. 
5. Announcement of noisy offering vs general offering-clarification-noted above 
6.  Evaluations complete with the exception of Pastor Chris 
  
New Business-  

Noisy Offerings: 
January-Feed my Starving Children 

Thank You’s 
Bill Widman-gifted ribs for Pastor Chris’ installation 
Bruce Kulseth-gift card given to Bruce for his service of striping the parking lot 
Snow Removal:  Thank you to Gary Welsh for his continued service for helping us out, it is greatly appreci-

ated 
Feedback from evaluations: 

Knowing annual budget-important for teams to know their annual budget and how much is remaining as 
the year progresses 

Wishlist Items:  Michele Burger has several items she would like to see happen.  Kristie mentioned that the 
building fund should be available to use for some of the property expenses. 

Training  for Quickbooks, deposits, ect by John and would like at least 3 people trained.  Possible trainees 
are Chris Moore and the others are TBD. 

Carrie Herrig to lead worship December 28th , 2025 
Social Media-who has access, who is updating, checking in? 

Thoughts would be Chris Moore and remaining individuals are TBD 
Annual Meeting planning: 

Budget-John and Kristie 
Nominating Information 
Date for the meeting: 

The meeting is set for January 25th 
Alternative date is February 1st 
     
The next council meeting is set for Wednesday, January 7th, at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Kristie, 2nd by Beth, MC.  Meeting adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Claire Herland , Council Secretary 
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Happy Birthday in February 

1 Morgan Connole, Summer Pearson 
2 Austin Atkinson 

3 Samuel Riewer 

4 Blake Schultz, Alex Zammert 
7 Nathan Carrier, Boone Guetter, 

Kip Kulas 
9 Nora Berberich, Mike Uhkir 

11 Kevin Robinson 

15 Andy Naas 

16 Noah Hippen. Jocelynn Uhling 

19 Taylor Johnson 

21 Granger Naas 

22 Dave Lopez,  Chris Naas 

25 Isaac Riewer, Linda Schumacher 

27 Liam Wojciechowski 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

  

 

 

3282

8280 David Stevens, Chris Rood 

 

All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 

Church  are welcome to attend 

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, February 16th at 10:00 am 

February 

Dylan & Sara Andersson Family 

Mark & Kristie Adams Family 

Nathan & Melissa Berger Family 

Randy & Becky Bohlman 

Brock Vaagene Family 

Josh & Tessa Clemetson Family 

Kodey & Kimberly Mohagen Family 

March 

Barry & Cheryl Arntz 

John  Robyn Bohlman 

Kenny & Emily Dobmeier Family 

Scott & Jill Kuster & Katlyn 

Sue Simon 

James & Suzy Thorson 

Nathan & Kelsie Carrier Family 

DJ & Sam Jallo Family 

Tony & Christina Connole Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this 

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 

men gather on Sunday mornings at 
9am in the Fellowship Hall! Join 
them for a chance to chat, drink 

coffee and learn together.  Their top-
ics of discussion vary! All are always 

welcome to join them. 

 

The Food Pantry is open during December on  

Tuesday, February 10th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

and Tuesday, February 24th , 6pm-8pm.  
  

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them 

know, or come to the pantry during their open hours. 

“In February, the smallest gestures of 

kindness can melt the coldest of 

hearts.”     -Susan E. Phillips 
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February 2026 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9 am Men in Mission 

9 am Sunday School 

10 am Worship 

2 

7 pm Quilting 

3 

9 am Quilting 

4 

6:45 pm LYO 

7 pm Confirmation 

5 6 7 

8 

9 am Men in Mission 

9 am Sunday School 

10 am Worship 

 

9 

7 pm Quilting 

10 

9 am Quilting 

9:30 am GF Conf 

11 am Food Pantry 

11 

5:0pm Council Mtg 

7 pm Confirmation 

12 13 14 

15 

9 am Men in Mission 

10 am Worship 

 

16 

 

17 

9 am Quilting 

18 

6:30p, Ash Wed 

Services 

19 

Newsletter deadline 

20 

8am Donut Day 

21 

8am Donut Event! 

22 

9am Sunday School 

9am Men in Mission 

10 am Worship 

23 

7pm Quilting 

24 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

25 

5:15 Lenten supper 

6:30 pm Mid-wk  

Lenten service 

26 27 

5-7pm Fish Fry 

28 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

 
 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP 

Pastor: Chris Friese stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: Chris Moore stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com 

Council President: Angie Muhs  AMuhs@anewtherapy.net 

Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland80@gmail.com 

Council Treasurer: OPEN 

Outreach Team Lead: Lorelei Robinson lmoore317@gmail.com  

Fellowship Team Lead: OPEN  

Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque  blaroque@hotmail,com  

Education Team Lead: OPEN  

Youth Team Lead: OPEN 


