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From the Pagtor's Desk

in Christ Jesus,

sons blessings as we begin our journey through Ash Wednesday, Lent and
season, | invite us to hear the words of Brené Brown (MSW/Ph.D.) a not
or. Her research focuses on shame, vulnerability, and leadership. As we j
-days, we will be studying her book, The Gifts of Imperfection, where she
ideposts to letting go and cultivating authentic lives. The season of Lent i
perfectly imperfect, created by a perfect God. Below are the texts/reading
ring our midweek Lenten service:

esday Feb. 18 Wednesday Feb. 25
12:1-2, 12-17 OT: 1 Samuel 15:17-25
1:1-17 Gospel: John 14:25-31

orinthians 5:20b—6:10
Matthew 4:1-11

March 4 Wednesday March 11
alm 1:1-6 OT — Genesis 2:1-3
5:13-16 Matthew 11:28-30
March 18 Wednesday March 25
alm 32 OT - Ecclesiastes 3:1-8;
Matthew 6:25-34 Gospel — Luke 15:21-32
Holy Week:
arch 29 Munday Thursday April 2 Good Frid
1:1-11 OT Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14 Tenebrae
50:4-9a Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 (Information Co
:9-16 NT 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
pians 2:5-11 Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35
atthew 26:6-12 Stripping the Altar — Psalm 22

Sunday April 5 Easter
10:34-43 | Psalm - Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 | NT - Colossians 3:1-4 | Matthe

ce,

topher “Chris” Friese | St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church Thompson, ND
=3339 | Stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
ebruary 2026
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

Sunday School

As we wrap up January, our Sunday School students learned about The Creation Story and
Adam & Eve. As we move into February, we’ll explore Noah’s Ark, The Tower of Babel, and
celebrate with a fun Give Love Sunday!

Reminder: There will be No Sunday School on January 18.

We love the excitement and energy the kids bring each week! We know this time of year can be
especially busy for families, so please know you are always welcome to join us whenever you
are able — come as you are!

February brings our Confirmation students
Church

: into the Lenten season, beginning February
* 2/18 Ash Wednesday Service 6:30 18 with Ash Wednesday services. Please see
e 2/25 Lenten Supper & Service

the following page for more detailed

Confirmation information.
» 2/18 starts our Lenten season, As a reminder, be sure to check in with your
supper & church will be in place of student about their Confirmation
regular class requirements, including Faith Binders,
Holy Shenanigans (LYO 9-12) Worship Assisting, and Service Events.
« 2/4 Love Wins Game Night These are important parts of their faith journey
as we move through this meaningful season
Sunday School
together.

e 2/8 Give Love Sunday
* No Class 2/15

. . Holy Shenanigans
Itty Bitty Believers

» No ltty Bitty this month Our high school youth will celebrate “Love Wins
Game Night” with a mix of Super Bowl fun and
God’s love! We'll enjoy games, snacks, and a
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator: short devotion focused on how God’s love
Bre Berberich | 701-740-3207 never fails—on or off the field. It's sure to be a
breberberich@gmail.com night full of laughs, connection, and heart!




Lent 2026 Information

Lenten Confirmation Requirements

Part of your Confirmation journey, students are expected to participate in the following:

» Lenten Meal Serving: Students & parent(s) will help serve at one Wednesday Lenten
Supper with their assigned group.

» Worship Assisting: Each student will serve as a worship assistant during a
scheduled service. Bre will work with students to sign them up.

* Worship Attendance with an Adult: Students are to attend worship services with an
adult in place of their regular Confirmation class on assigned weeks. If you do not
have an adult who is able to attend with you, please visit with Bre so other
arrangements can be made.

These experiences are an important part of learning, serving,

and growing in faith together.

Wednesday Lenten Suppers

Join us for a simple supper each Wednesday during Lent, beginning at 5:15 PM. Each
serving group may choose their own menu or continue the tradition of serving soup.
Bre will work with each group leader(s) and will create a sign-up for the evening’s food
choice, for families to sign up to work and bring food.

Groups serving each week:
e 2/25: 8th Graders & Parents - Angie Laxdal & Tiffany Rood (Leaders)

3/4: 7th Graders & Parents - Michele Burger & Brandon LaRoque (Leaders)
3/11: Church Council - Angie Muhs (Leader)

3/18: 6th Graders & Parents - Kristina Moen (Leader)

3/25: LYO & Parents - Trinity Bohlman & Melissa Berger (Leaders)

Come for food, fellowship, and a meaningful start to your Lenten evening!

o¥r

"'E" -1 Confirmation Students do you still need
: service events? There are 3 fish frys
during lent that you can help with!

ol




|
Ash Wednesday-February 18

THEME: THE GIFTS OF IMPERFECTION: LETTING GO & CULTIVATING
AUTHENTIC LIVES.
Worship at 6:30 or Online. No Meal

Midweek Lenten Services Begin February 25
through
March 25 - Meal at 5:15

Holden Evening Prayer at 6:30pm



Confirmation
students, still need
worship assisting
credits?

E LF-,-I g’."
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e
Sign Up

volunteers!

Contact Bre to
join the

adventure!

BIBLE CAMP

Did you know we can help pay

nMore for your bible camp? Scholarships
Available Up To

re information or to be added to the
e Camp information email list, contact Bre!



Thank you to everyone for your helping hands. We apologize if we missed CHURCH
MOUSE
anyone, know that you are all appreciated!

¢ Thank you to the Nominating team for recruiting for the new year!
e Thank you to Gary Welsh for clearing snow from the parking lot!

e Thank you to the outgoing church council members for all their work!

e Mary Mitchell, Sonia Galegher & Doug Berg for staying late to tackle all the food from Trick or Treat for Canned

Goods. Thank you to everyone who donated to help fill the food pantry!

e Thank you to Lorelie Robinson for decorating for Christmas photo ops!

e Thank you Bre for the Christmas program. The kiddos were great and the pajama day was amazing. Looked like so
much fun!

e Thank you to all the people that put on the “Pot Luck” for Pastor Friese”s Instalation! The ribs were fantastic, all
the food was great. No one went home hungry!

e Thank you to Brandon LaRoque for getting the shelving up in the copier room. It gives me more room in the office,
don’t ya know! Hahaha.

DONU'TS Save the date
for DONUT making!

Saturday February 8, 2025
8 am start

If you would like to help make donuts, please
add your name to the sigh up sheet posted on
the bulletin board by Pastors’ office. We will
drop the first donut about 8 am and usually
finish around 2 pm. Lunch will be provided.
If you have any questions, please contact
Sandy Olson 701-891-9975




1st Communion CANCELLED

Ce/eéf‘atl'a” Itty Bitty Believers

for Sunday
nd
Communion Retreat February 227" has
Sunday March 1% been canceled!
We'll invite all our 3
Allfifth gradestu@erwts and thosewishingtotgke partin year Olds in MarCh

the First Communion Retreat are asked to register so we
can plan accordingly. A parent(s) will join their student in

narticipating in the retreat. to pre pa re them
To Register:
Contact Bre Berberich for Sunday SChOOl

Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator
701-740-3207 or

breberberich@gmail com ™ neXt yea rl

"Do this in Memory of Me"

10:00 am - 1:15 pm

C h db HOLY SHENANIGANS

() b Cj» Love Wins Game Night

Wednesday February 4™

" At 6:30 PM
Sunday March 29" e t

We will celebrate “Love Wins Game Night”
1O am/ Sunday with a mix of Super Bowl fun and God’s
love! We’ll enjoy games, snacks, and
SC h OO0 | k | d S Wl | | a short devotion focused on how God’s

: : love never fails—on or off the field.
SIN g N C h urc h fOr . It’s sure to be a night full of food, laughs,

connection, and heart!

Palm Sunday!

Hosted By: TBD



Walleye, Baked Potatoes, Febru ary 27
Baked Beans, Coleslaw, March 13

Drink & Ice Cream
March 27
~. WELCA will be serving

88 pie by the slice for $2 Spm-/pm

Adults: $18 - 2 fillets $25 To g0
Children 5-12: $7 orders

Children under 5: Free available
Alternative Meals available upon request  \RUALELE:

The Messenger | Februry 2026



COUNCIL MINUTES

Council Minutes from

November 16", 2026

(minutes were approved at the December 21, 2026 council meeting)

In Attendance: Angie, Robyn, Wade, Brandon, Beth, Kristie, Pastor Chris and Claire.

Absent: None, all present

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie Muhs at 11:20 a.m.

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved with no changes by Kristie, 2™ by Brandon, MC

Approval of Minutes: Beth abstained from voting on the minutes as she was not present for the October meeting. Robyn made a motion to
approve the minutes of October 2026 meeting with no changes, 2" by Kristie, MC.

Financial Reports: The financial report was presented and reviewed as noted below. Treasurer Kristie reported that Vanco deposits are not
included for the months of August, September, and October. It was also discussed that Pastor Chris’s medical insurance premiums had not
been paid for August, September, October, and November due to the church not receiving a bill. This issue has since been resolved. It was not-
ed that funds for these premiums were already budgeted, so the delay did not create a financial hardship for the church. The amount needed
to catch up is $4,200.

Additionally, President Angie requested a full report of all line items, including team balances.

The numbers presented for September and October 2026 are as follows:

Financial Reports Summary September | October
2025 2025

General Giving Income - YTD $98,275 | $106,857

General Giving Income - Month $9,711 $8,582

General Giving Checking Account

Net Income - YTD {$8,738) ($7,759)
22710.44] $24,089

Special Giving Checking Account

$31,226

$31,256

Line of Credit

$0

$0

Approval of Financial Reports: Brandon made a motion to approve the financial report as presented, 2" by Beth, MC.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Chris

Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich

LYO-Open position
Fellowship: Open position-
Outreach: Beth Kurz

Assisted Julie Brorby with9 the Angel Tree set up and distribution which also included volunteers from St. Judes Catholic Church.

The Messenger | February 2026




COUNCIL MINUTES

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Council Minutes from

December 21, 2025

(minutes approved by the Council on January 7" 2026)

In Attendance: Angie, Robyn, Beth, Kristie, Pastor Chris, Claire and Brandon (via computer).

Absent: Wade Strande

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie Muhs at 11:10 a.m.

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved with no changes by Kristie, 2 by Robyn, MC
Approval of Minutes: The minutes were approved by Kristin, 2" by Robyn, MC.

Financial Reports: The financial report was presented and reviewed as noted below. President Angie brought up a correction, Pastor Chris had
mentioned during church that the general offering and the noisy offering were all going to the Synod for the month of December, but it is actual-

ly only the noisy offering. Pastor Chris thanked Angie for the correction.

The numbers presented for October and November 2025 are as follows:

Financial Reports Summary October | November |
2025 2025
General Giving Income - YTD $114,279 | $127,700
General Giving Income - Month' $10,461 $13,421 |
Net Income - YTD ($18,657)] ($16,425)
General Giving Checking Account $10,003 $12,451
Special Giving Checking Account $31,899 $32,244
Line of Credit S0 SO

Approval of Financial Reports: Robyn made a motion to approve the financial report as presented, 2" by Claire, MC.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Chris

Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich

LYO-Open position
Fellowship: Open position-
Outreach: Beth Kurz
Properties: Brandon
Worship: Robyn Bohlman
Men In Mission:

WELCA:

Food Pantry: Mary Mitchell

Old Business-

Choose date for blood pressure checks in January or February

The Messenger | Februry 2026



LCOTINC AT AN LT ES

Tabled for later discussion in January
Building use paperwork-check in with Brandon for updates
Form is available to use and Brandon will update the council where it is located and how and when to use
it.
Update on Tv for Nursery
Brandon confirmed with the council that he is taking care of purchasing the TV and will have it installed
4. Nomination Committee update-who has talked with the committee?
5 positions open
Suggestions were to have slides created to show for pre-church announcements. Pastor Chris was going to
visit with Chris in the office and Claire is starting conversation with the nominating committee.
5. Announcement of noisy offering vs general offering-clarification-noted above
6. Evaluations complete with the exception of Pastor Chris

New Business-
Noisy Offerings:
January-Feed my Starving Children
Thank You's
Bill Widman-gifted ribs for Pastor Chris’ installation
Bruce Kulseth-gift card given to Bruce for his service of striping the parking lot
Snow Removal: Thank you to Gary Welsh for his continued service for helping us out, it is greatly appreci-
ated
Feedback from evaluations:
Knowing annual budget-important for teams to know their annual budget and how much is remaining as
the year progresses
Wishlist Items: Michele Burger has several items she would like to see happen. Kristie mentioned that the
building fund should be available to use for some of the property expenses.
Training for Quickbooks, deposits, ect by John and would like at least 3 people trained. Possible trainees
are Chris Moore and the others are TBD.
Carrie Herrig to lead worship December 28" 2025
Social Media-who has access, who is updating, checking in?
Thoughts would be Chris Moore and remaining individuals are TBD
Annual Meeting planning:
Budget-John and Kristie
Nominating Information
Date for the meeting:
The meeting is set for January 25"
Alternative date is February 1*

The next council meeting is set for Wednesday, January 7™ at 5:30 p.m.
Motion to adjourn by Kristie, 2nd by Beth, MC. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Claire cfterland , Council Secretary
1 The Messenger | February 2026



communion server, or acolyte

Canyou help?

okt

S

i You can sign up to by scanning this

Februouwy Mawch

Dylan & Sara Andersson Family Barry & Cheryl Arntz

Mark & Kristie Adams Family John Robyn Bohlman

Nathan & Melissa Berger Family Kenny & Emily Dobmeier Family
Randy & Becky Bohlman Scott & Jill Kuster & Katlyn
Brock Vaagene Family Sue Simon
Josh & Tessa Clemetson Family James & Suzy Thorson
Kodey & Kimberly Mohagen Family Nathan & Kelsie Carrier Family

DJ & Sam Jallo Family

Tony & Christina Connole Family

WM All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran

{\BIBLE STUDY = Church are welcome to attend
Women'’s Bible Study
Monday, February 16th at 10:00 am

“In February, the smallest gestures of
kRindness can melt the coldest of
hearts.” -Susan E. Phillips

The Messenger | Februry 2026

Happy Birthday in February

Morgan Connole, Summer Pearson

Austin Atkinson

Samuel Riewer
Blake Schultz, Alex Zammert
Nathan Carrier, Boone Guetter,

Kip Kulas

Nora Berberich, Mike Uhkir
Kevin Robinson

Andy Naas

Noah Hippen. Jocelynn Uhling

Taylor Johnson

Granger Naas

Dave Lopez, Chris Naas

Isaac Riewer, Linda Schumacher

Liam Wojciechowski

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s
men gather on Sunday mornings at
9am in the Fellowship Hall! Join
them for a chance to chat, drink
coffee and learn together. Their top-
ics of discussion vary! All are always
welcome to join them.



February 2026

o
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9 am Men in Mission 7 pm Quilting 9 am Quilting 6:45 pm LYO
9 am Sunday School 7 pm Confirmation
10 am Worship

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9 am Men in Mission 7 pm Quilting 9 am Quilting 5:0pm Council Mtg
9 am Sunday School 9:30 am GF Conf 7 pm Confirmation
10 am Worship 11 am Food Pantry

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9 am Men in Mission 9 am Quilting 6:30p, Ash Wed Newsletter deadline | 8am Donut Day | 8am Donut Event!
10 am Worship Services

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9am Sunday School 7pm Quilting 9am Quilting 5:15 Lenten supper 5-7pm Fish Fry

9am Men in Mission

10 am Worship

6pm Food Pantry

6:30 pm Mid-wk

Lenten service




St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Welcome to worship

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Address service requested
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

All services live on our YouTube Channel

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 (701) 599-2081

ST. MATTHEW'’S LEADERSHIP
Pastor: Chris Friese stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
Administrative Assistant: Chris Moore stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com
Council President: Angie Muhs AMuhs@anewtherapy.net
Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com
Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland80@gmail.com
Council Treasurer: OPEN
Outreach Team Lead: Lorelei Robinson Imoore317@gmail.com
Fellowship Team Lead: OPEN
Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque blaroque@hotmail,com
Education Team Lead: OPEN
Youth Team Lead: OPEN
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