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The Messenger February 2025 

Dear St. Matt’s siblings in Christ,  

It’s February, so let’s talk honestly about LOVE.  
 
When Brian and I were engaged we spent a year apart; I was in Milwaukee and he was in Texas. We wanted to be 
together in the worst way, and we would repeat to each other these words from 1 Corinthians 13 in our e-mails, 
letters and late-night phone calls: “Love is patient.” In fact, we had them inscribed on our wedding rings. Nice, huh? 
 

More than 27 years of marriage later, those words have a different kind of meaning. At this stage of life, newly 
empty nesting, managing jobs, support for our college kids, caring for family and trying to make plans for the fu-
ture, we are a little less starry-eyed in each other’s presence then back then. Our partnership has deepened but 
feelings of affection fluctuate. We need a different kind of patience. This is how it goes. We remember our mar-
riage is built not just on feelings of love but on keeping the promise to BE LOVING in good times and bad. This 
means patterns of daily care and appreciation and carving out intentional time together even if we aren’t feeling 
particularly romantic. Sometimes it means being patient with one another and with ourselves and leaning on the 
promises we made to each other until that “loving feeling” returns.   
 

Love is a verb. It’s what we followers of Jesus commit to do— to keep on loving—our spouses, our family, our 
community, and ALL of God’s people, even when it’s hard and it tests our patience. We are living through days 
when love is SO very needed. There has been an alarming ramping up of harsh words and hardness of hearts to-
wards the most vulnerable among us. Refugees and immigrants and folks who identify as LGBTQ are scared.  
Government workers, educators, pastors, many, many people feel on edge right now. Regardless of how your  
voted, we who seek to follow Jesus must keep central Jesus’ most  persistent teaching: “Love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and your neighbor as yourself.”  
 
And who are these neighbors we need to love? Everyone who is loved by God. Which, of course means  
EVERYONE,  even people with whom we strongly disagree.  We don’t get to throw away any of God’s people. 
 
Loving this way  is hard work, and requires enormous patience, persistence and practice. It starts by loving God. 
But it is hard to love God if we aren’t spending time in worship, devotional time, prayer and service and fellowship 
with those who encourage our faith.  Through these means we are reminded that every single one of us is a beggar 
for grace, indebted to the sacrifice of Jesus, living each breath and heartbeat by God’s mercy. It is gratitude that 
cultivates love for God. Receiving God’s forgiveness strengthens us to forgive others. Giving thanks for each day 
and tending our own spirits  and bodies through healthy and self-nurturing patterns of living is also a part of Jesus’ 
command. It’s important to love yourself! With love of God in our hearts and love for ourselves, we can afford to 
be patient, and generous in loving one another. We can be intentional to look for ways to advocate for our  
neighbors, to serve others, to be visible signs of God’s love in the world.  
 
We do this work together. This is our Purpose: The Congregation of St. Matthews’ Lutheran exists to receive and 
share the love of Jesus. It sounds simple but it takes intentionality and practice! Divisions can easily break down 
trust and good will in communities of faith, and this has been happening since the first churches formed. That is 
why I am leading a class on First Corinthians this February which is all about continuing to walk in love when we 
disagree. Please come! That is also why I wanted us to have Dinner Church to celebrate Valentine’s Day on Febru-
ary 12. Please sign up! It will be a worship event complete with food, fellowship and fun for the whole family. 
Please sign up to come!  
 

This February, let’s recommit to practicing love—patient, persistent LOVE in action for God , ourselves and one  
another.  

With Love, Pastor Kristen 
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ELCA Youth Night!!! We are excited for the opportunity to join the GF area 

Youth Night! Confirmation & LYO you are all invited!! We will be carpooling from 

the church!  We plan to meet at 6:30, head to Grand Forks and then return to the 

church for pick up after.   

Confirmation students—we will assume you are coming as part of confirmation.  

If you are not able to attend, please let Bre know by 2/9.   

LYO—Please let Bre know by 2/9 if you plan to attend & if you will need a ride.   

There is a cost of $5 per attendee, please have this to Bre by 2/12.  If you are not 

able to contribute, please let Bre know as we have scholarship funds available.   

Text Bre—701-740-3207 or Email—breberberich@gmail.com 
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Confirmation Families—please  

remember to RSVP for Dinner Church! 
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Mondays from 5:30-6:30pm 

4 Sessions: Feb 3-24 
Taught by Pastor Kristen 

 

How do we as a Community of Believers and Followers of Jesus:  

• Deal honestly and lovingly with differences without compromising convictions 
• Achieve harmony while respecting our diversity of background and opinions  
• Consider the ways that the surrounding culture impacts our beliefs 
• Demonstrate to all that God’s love is the greatest thing, which never fails us 
 

All Are Welcome! No Experience Required 
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LYO News 

LYO met in January to kick off the new year with a  
discussion about New Year’s resolutions and how we can 

grow in our faith, then we played board games.  
Later in January, we celebrated faith and football with a pre 

superbowl party. 
 

On Feb. 19th the youth 
are invited to attend the GF Area ELCA Youth 

Night (more info on page 2). 
 

On Feb 26th, we will be putting together birthday 
kits for the food pantry with St. Jude’s. More info 
to come! 

 

A very special thank you to all those who have  
completed their terms on church council. They 
have generously given of their time and skills to 
keeping our church community strong and  
moving forward in the past year:  
 
-Dara Faul, Youth 
-Bre Berberich, Education (stepped down earlier to take the Youth and Family Ministry 
Coordinator Position) 
-Dan Herrig, Properties 
-Mary Mitchell, Worship 
 

A special thank you to Carrie Herrig, our incredibly faithful and conscientious Council 
President who did so much to help stabilize and strengthen our community as we  

focused more clearly on our mission. Carrie, we are indebted to you and we offer our 
blessing as you explore deepening your studies as a lay minister in the year to come.  
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  
anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

 
• Thank you to the nominating team for recruiting a great group of servants for the new year 

• Thank you to Kristie Adams and Bre Berberich for all the work compiling and editing our new  

       pictorial directory 

• Thank you to Dalene for all the extra work preparing a PowerPoint and materials for the annual meeting 

• Thank you to those who worked so hard to prepare for and complete our church audit: John Schumacher (our  

       volunteer bookkeeper), Scott Kuster (volunteer counter), Kristie Adams (treasurer), Trinity Bohlman and Kory          

Sondreal. 

• Thank you to Gary Welsh for clearing snow from the parking lot 

WELCA News 

Message from Pastor Kristen 

Thank you to all of you who expressed kindness and support to me and my 
family at Christmas. A special thank you to the council for a gift certificate to 

See Dick Run! It feels encouraging to have my running discipline supported by 
the church. I am so very grateful to all of you.  



 

7 The Messenger | February 2025 

A Note from your Church Council: 

February, a month often associated with love and winter’s grip, holds significance in the Bible as well. It is within 

this month that we find verses brimming with wisdom, faith, and reflections on life’s journey. Let’s look at a 

few.  

1 Corinthians 16:14 “Let all that you do be done with love.” This verse serves as a reminder to approach all our 

actions with love. Whether in our relationships, work, or daily interactions, love should be the foundation of our 

thoughts, words, and deeds.  

From Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” It’s crucial to lean on the wisdom and guidance of the 

Lord rather than relying solely on our own understanding. By acknowledging God in all our ways, we invite His 

direction and guidance into our lives, ensuring that our paths align with His divine purpose. 

Hold on to the love the Lord has for you and offer it easily to others and yourself. Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart and let his wisdom and grace carry you forward.  

Church Council News & Updates  

Below, you will find a current summary of our Finances and updates impacting the entire congregation.  

 

Summary of Finances 

 

 

 

Financial Reports Summary November December 

  2024 2024 

      

General Giving Income - YTD $134,328 $172,235 

General Giving Income - Month $17,436 $35,798 

Net Income - YTD ($22,822) $809 

      

General Giving Checking Account $7,377 $27,660 

Special Giving Checking Account $57,428 $61,426 

Line of Credit $0 $0 



 

8   The Messenger | February 2025 

2024 Year End Review 

At the time of writing this our Annual Meeting has not yet been held. However, We, as a Council are so very pleased 

with how 2024 went. We saw our membership grow, events were well attended, and our congregation stepped up 

to support the mission of St. Matthew’s by generously giving their time and talents to doing God’s work. Pastor  

Kristen brought so many fresh ideas forward all designed to strengthen our relationship with God and ensure we 

live out our mission fully. Our Youth were incredibly active and engaged in growing their faith. And all our Teams did  

exceptional work to support our Church family and the community. We are so grateful and blessed. Thank you for a 

great year and we are excited to carry that momentum forward in the year ahead.  
 

Outgoing Council Members  

Thank you to Dan Herrig, Dara Faul, Bre Berberich, and Mary Mitchell for sharing your time and talents with the 

Council. We so appreciate all you did in your respective areas and are grateful for your willingness to serve in these 

very important roles.  
 

Custodial Position  

We are pleased to inform the congregation that Michele Berger has been selected to join the St. Matthew’s staff as 

our new Custodian. Michele will begin her new role in early February and brings forth a passion for organizing and 

cleaning. Please congratulate Michele and welcome her into this new role.  
 

Council Meetings 

We invite all members of St. Matthew’s to attend our Council meetings which generally will be held the second  

Sunday of every month. Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, February 16 following worship.  

Approved meeting minutes will be made available upon request. 
 

Final thoughts as your Council President   

As I reflect on the past year and my time as Council President, I do so with a very humble and grateful 
heart. The unwavering support and tireless efforts of Pastor Kristen, Council members, and you, the Congregation 
means so very much. It took everyone’s faith, time, talents, and treasures to build the momentum and trajectory 
we have established for the new year ahead.  
 

I’m excited for what is ahead for St. Matthew’s. Yes, we are in the Call Process. Yes, we are a bit short staffed. And 
yes, there is always more work to be done. However, in that I’m reminded of Philippians 2:3-4: “Do nothing from 
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you not look 
only to his own interests, but also the interest of others.”  
 

We are living this out as individuals and as a Church. I know God is looking out for our interests and his plan for us 
remains great and steadfast. He will continue to guide us and provide for us. As we go into the new year, I ask you 
to trust in this. And I encourage you to share more of your faith, time, talents, and treasures within our walls and 
beyond.   
 

To the Council and Pastor Kristen, I couldn’t be prouder of the work we did together, and it was truly a gift to work 
alongside each of you. Thank you for your commitment and dedication to our Church family.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council President  
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   LENT 2025 begins with 

Ash Wednesday on  Wed. March 5 

Worship on Wednesday at 6:30 

Soup Suppers at 5:30 
 

Confirmation kids—during lent your  
attendance and participation at worship 

takes the place of class. Plan to come each 
week please. 

Lent      2025 at  St. Matt’s  

We are seeking a Part-time Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper (up to 28 
hours a week; non-benefitted; hourly) to join the St. Matthew's team.  

Position description will be posted on our website soon. In the meantime, 
help us recruit qualified candidates by letting your friends and family know 
about this position. Interested candidates who wish to receive more infor-

mation may reach out to the Council President, Angie Muhs at 
bamuhs@yahoo.com . The position will remain open until filled. 

mailto:bamuhs@yahoo.com


 

10   The Messenger | February 2025 

Happy Birthday in February! 

 

 

 

 

 

All women of St. Matthew’s  

Lutheran Church  are welcome to  

Attend Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, February 17th at 10:00 am 

March  

Barry & Cheryl Arntz 

John & Robyn Bohlman Family 

Kenny & Emily Dobmeier Family 

Scott & Jill Kuster Family 

Sue Simon 

James & Suzy Thorson 

Nathan & Kelsie Carrier Family 

DJ & Sam Jallo Family 

Tony & Christina Connole Family 

February 

Dylan & Sara Anderson Family 

Mark & Kristie Adams Family 

Nathan & Melissa Berger Family 

Randy & Becky Bohlman Family 

Brock Vaagene Family  

Josh & Tessa Clemetson Family 

Kodey & Kimberly Schuppert Family 

Nolan & Bree Belle Family 

Brian & Ashley Williams Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this 

QR code or you can sign up on the paper in 

the entryway.  

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 

men gather on Sunday mornings 
at 9am in the Fellowship Hall for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of  

discussion vary, but new folks are  
always welcome to join them. 

 

The Food Pantry is open during October on  

Tuesday, February 11 from 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

and Tuesday, February 25, 6pm-8pm.  
  

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them know, or come to the  

pantry during their open hours. 

 

1 Morgan Connole, Summer Pearson 

3 Samuel Riewer 

4 Blake Schultz, Alex Zammert 

7 Nathan Carrier, Boone Guetter,  

Kip Kulas, Pastor Kristen 

9 Nora Berberich, Mike Uhlir 

11 Kevin Robinson 

15 Andy Naas 

16 Noah Hippen, Jocelynn Uhing 

19 Taylor Johnson 

21 Granger Naas 

22 Dave Lopez, Chris Naas 

25 Isaac Riewer, Linda Schumacher 

27 Liam Wojciechowski 

29 Lauren Plautz, Leif Sveen-Myrdal 

Congratulations to  

Ace & Cece Johnson  

baptized on  

January 12th, 2025.  
 

Welcome to the Lord’s 

family! 
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February 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

 

3 

5:30pm First Corinthians 

7pm Quilting 

 

 

4 

9am Quilting 

5 

7pm Confirmation 

 

 

6 7 8 

8am 

DONUT 

DAY! 

9 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

10 

5:30pm First Corinthians 

7pm Quilting 

11 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pantry 

12 

6:15pm Dinner Church 

7pm Confirmation 

13 14 15 

16 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11:15am Church Council 

17 

10am Women's Bible 

Study 

5:30pm First Corinthians 

7pm Quilting 

18 

9am Quilting 

19 

7:15pm GF Youth 

Night 

20 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 22 

23 

9am Men In Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

6pm BIO Girls 

24 

5:30pm First Corinthians 

7pm Quilting 

25 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

26 

7pm Confirmation 

27 28  
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

 
 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com  

Council President: Carrie Herrig carrie.herrig@outlook.com  

Council Vice President: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com 

Properties Team Lead: Dan Herrig dan@sandsteelbc.com  

Education Team Lead: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com  

Youth Team Lead: Dara Faul  darafaul@gmail.com 

Worship Team Lead: Mary Mitchell  


