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February Greetings to you! As we turn the calendar, we are getting ready for LENT which, if you can be-
lieve it begins on February 14™ with our observance of Ash Wednesday. Maybe you don’t think Ash

Wednesday is a very romantic way to spend Valentine’s Day? Ah, that’s what you think! | promise you, it
will be a great night to talk about love. Bring your sweetheart to church because | have even worked love

into my theme for that night (“Spirit, Open Our Hearts”). It'll be great.

This year our entire Lenten theme is called “Spirit Led.” Each week we will hear stories (hopefully acted out
by our confirmation kids and others) about how the Holy Spirit empowers and leads God’s people in
unpredictable and amazing ways. We will also ponder what it looks like for us to be Spirit-led in this time
and place—as individuals and as God’s Church.

| chose this theme this year for two reasons. First, the second half of the New Testament is our focus for the
remainder of Confirmation this year, and since coming to Lenten worship on Wednesday nights takes the
place of Confirmation during Lent, | wanted the focus to fit with their curriculum. Most of the scriptures we
look at will be from the book of Acts but we may use some of the New Testament epistle writings too.
Secondly, it seems to be a good topic for this community at this time as we at St. Matthew’s continue and
deepens our exploration of how God might be leading us into the future. Acts is an amazing book about
early Christians figuring out how to depend on the Spirit’s leading and how to be church together. | think it
could be very inspiring for us.

| also wanted to offer a resource if you would like to go deeper into this study of Acts. A few years ago |
wrote and led a six week study called “Get to know the Book of Acts.” | have searched in vain for a good
time to lead this study here at St. Matt’s. People seem to be very busy and the slots before and after our
worship times are already filled with activity. So | have determined that the best route is to offer this study
on the Book of Acts for your individual use, or if you have a friend or two that you would like to go through
it with, that would be fantastic. Look for it on the tables in the entryway and feel free to take a copy home
so you can read through the book during Lent.
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An update from Pastor Kristen:

Dear friends, | would like to update you on the things going on in my family that | wrote about in last month’s
newsletter article, since many of you have kindly asked and shown concern.

e My mother-in-law Linda was able to go forward with her cancer surgery on January 12. We are so thankful to re-
port that it seems to have gone as well as it could have. Recovery is ongoing and she still has cancer and will need
to resume chemo and other forms of maintenance in the future, but we are just thankful to be on the other side
of that surgery.

e We moved my mom to her new assisted living situation over Christmas near my sister’s home in Windom. It was
good to see her, though it was a strenuous time she is adjusting as well as can be expected with dementia.

e Brian and | are still talking and praying and thinking about our future.

Thank you to all for your care, support and prayers during this time of challenging uncertainty. | am very thankful for

you all!
HOly. Congratulations to
~_Baptism
= Kip Murry Kulas

/
b= ,
son of Joe & Emily Kulas
Congratulations to

Baptized January 7th, 2024

Adam & Brandon Moen

sons of Craig & Chelsea Moen and Kristina Moen

Baptized January 7th, 2024
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This Lent we are going to be see which way God’s Wind is blowing.
Each week we will hear stories of how the Holy Spirit empowers and leads God’s people
in unpredictable and powerful ways. We will ponder what it looks like for us to be Spirit-

led in this time and place—as individuals and as God’s church.

Soup Suppers: 5:15 Worship: 6:30

Wed Feb 14 (Ash Wednesday): Spirit, Change our Hearts
No Soup Supper this night

Wed Feb 21: Spirit, Speak Through Us
LYO Serves soup and helps with Worship
Wed Feb 28: Spirit, Make Us Brave
6th Graders serve Soup Supper, 7th graders help with worship

Wed Mar 6: Spirit Put us in the Right Place at the Right Time
7th Graders serves Soup Supper, 8th graders help with worship
Wed Mar 13: Spirit, Open Our Eyes to See You

Council serves Soup Supper

Wed Mar 20: Spirit, Go Ahead and Change our Minds
8th Graders Serve Soup Supper, 6th graders help with worship
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Faith Formation

e Students are reminded to complete and keep
track of their Worship Notes. 12 notes are
required this year.

e Once completed, fill out your Service Project
form, found in your folder, to receive credit for
service completed.

e Reminder to sign up for Worship Assisting.
Each student needs to assist in worship at least
3 times.

e 8th Grade students should be working to set
up a Confirmation Mentor for conversations
during Lent. Please let Pastor Kristen or Bre
know who your mentor is or if you need help
finding a mentor.

e Service Project—February 7th our
confirmation students will be putting together
Chemo Care Packages as a group Service
Project. Watch for more information coming
to your email for donations!

Education News

e Soup Suppers— Begin February 21! Your youth and
confirmation students are again providing wonderful
food, service and fellowship!

e Kids SING—Sunday February 11th

e No Sunday School—Sunday February 18th

e Confirmation— No traditional classes February 14—

April 3, instead confirmation students will help with
soup suppers, assist with leading worship and attend
the service.

Who's serving soup!
February 21—LYO

February 28—6th grade G - Wy
March 6th—7th grade T

March 13th—Church Council

March 20th—8th grade

Sign ups coming soon!

First Communion

St Matthew’s offers First communion to our 5th graders and anyone
who would like to receive their First Communion. This year we will be
holding a First Communion event in place of the 4-week course. We are
tentatively planning the event for March 24, with First Communion on

Maundy Thursday March 28.

If you are interested in signing up your child or yourself, please let

Bre Berberich know breberberich@gmail.com

FIRST.
ommunio
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IT’S TIME TO MAKE THE DONUTS!!!

Donut making has been scheduled for Saturday, February 10, 2024!

If you would like to help that day please reach out to Amy Bergeron or
Sandy Olson. We usually start about 8:00 a.m. and finish around 2:00
p.m. We need help in the kitchen mixing and frying the dough and
also in the cooling and bagging area. Lunch will be provided.

We are asking for donations to help with the cost of the

February 10t _ _ _
(Available starting at 10:00 am) ingredients needed. If anyone would like to make a cash
Wiares: it Rbmbooneti b asc Ghusndh donation, you (.:a.n give it to .elther Amy or Sandy, drop it off at the
Cost: $8.00 per dozen church, or put it in the offering plate in an envelope marked "donuts".
Pre-Order Yours Today Amy and Sandy will pur.chase the ingredients. We will have fresh do-
(Contact Heidi @ 701-740-5371) nuts for sale that morning or they can be pre-ordered. Please contact

Heidi Strande to pre-order donuts. If there are any donuts that are
not sold, we will have them for sale at the fish fry suppers during
Lent. Last year every donut was sold

before the first fish fry!

Walleye Fish Fry

St Matthew’s Lutheran Church

Thompson, ND
P Menu

Large Walleye Fillet
Baked Potato

5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

rd

Friday February 23 Homemade Coleslaw
Friday March 8™ Baked Beans
Friday March 2ond Drink & Ice Cream

Alternative Meals Available
Adults: $18
Children 5-12 years: $7
Children Under 5: free
Two Fillets: $25
WELCA will be selling a slice of pie
for S2

Hosted by St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
LLM and WELCA
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We welcome the following families
into membership at
St. Matthew’s Lutheran: 1Y)

&
o
L

Joan Boushee & Ron Hove

Joshua, Mandy & Bailey Marcelin

Congratulations and thank you to all incoming Church Council members. Thank
you for your willingness to share your talents with St. Matthew's. New Council
members are Bre Berberich, Dara Faul, Kristie Adams, and Shannon Johnson.
Continuing on the Council are Scott Kuster, Beth Kurz, Carrie Herrig,
and Dan Herrig.

Church
Council

As we say Thank you to outgoing Church Council members, please know that your work on the
Council has been greatly appreciated. Thank you, John Schumacher, Justin Bergeron, and Sue Simon.
God's Blessings to All!

Are you curious about the process for refugee resettlement in our country and in our
county? How do refugees end up in our area and how do they settle in? Join us at 9:25
in the sanctuary on February 4 to hear Cynthia Shabb present about the mission of Global
Friends Coalition, an organization that is fostering New American integration through
work with individuals, families, and the Great Grand Forks Community. Hear all about the
work they are doing in the community. Noisy Offering for March will be given to Global
Friends Coalition.

Educate. Empower. Embrace.

Outreach News

Attention anyone who has a college-age family member in need of
some cheer! The LYO and Outreach Teams are collaborating to pre-
pare care packages for college-age members of our congregation.
We will be posting a list of suggested items that we are asking
members of our congregation to donate for the care packages.
Financial donations are also welcome and will be used to purchase
additional items for the packages. The care packages will be
prepared by the Thompson community youth who participate in
LYO, as well as the members of the LYO and Outreach teams. There
is a sign up sheet located in the narthex.
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LYO News

LYO has been busy so far this year! We met for a
game night earlier in January and recently held an
indoor bean bag tournament. We also had Pastor
Kristen join us to bless the tie blankets that some
of the youth and Sunday School kids made.

Join us on February 7th at 6:30pm to

celebrate faith and football with a Super-

¥ bowl pregame party and Valentine-related
service projects. Also, on February 21st, we will
be serving soup and helping with the Lenten
service that evening. All youth in grades 9-12 are
welcome to participate in LYO.

The Food Pantry is open If you or someone you know could
during January on Tuesday, use the assistance of the food pan-
February 19th from try, please let them know, or come to
11:00 am-1:00 pm and the pantry during their open hours.

Tuesday, February 27th , 6pm-8pm.

All women of St. Matthew’s
Lutheran Church are welcome to Women’s Bible Study
R\ B IBLE STU DY = Monday, February 19th at 10:00 am at the Church
1 We meet the third Monday of the month.

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s men gather on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the
Fellowship Hall for a chance to chat, drink coffee and learn together. Their topics of
discussion vary, but new folks are always welcome to join them.
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S
Mawch

Barry & Cheryl Arntz
John & Robyn Bohlman

Februowy
Dylan & Sara Anderson Family

Mark & Kristie Adams Family

Nathan & Melissa Berger Family Kenny & Emily Dobmeier Family

Randy & Becky Bohlman Scott & Jill Kuster Family
Brock Vaagene Family Sue Simon

Josh & Tessa Clemetson Family James & Suzy Thorson

Kodey & Kimberly Mohagen Family ~Nathan & Kelsie Carrier Family

DJ & Sam Jallo Family

Thank you to everyone for your helping hands. We apologize
if we missed anyone, know that you are all appreciated!

garden

FROM THE

« Carrie Herrig and Dalene Jacobson for their Ty

extra work prepping the annual meeting,
report and slideshow
« John Schumacher for volunteering his time N
as bookkeeper
« Money counters: Scott Kuster and Sharon Gustafson
o The audit team for all the help they provide
o Bre Berberich for helping find members to fill worship
assistant roles
Beth Kurz and Sue Simon for the delicious potluck after the
Annual Meeting
Carrie Herrig for organizing, cleaning and restocking the
coffee cart
Beth Kurz and the outreach team for organizing the new
member supper

Val Uhlir and Sue Simon for tending our beautiful poinsettia
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Happy Birthday in February!

-
e

-
a

"
Summer Pearson, Morgan Connole,

Charlee Johnson
Austin Atkinson

Samuel Riewer

Logan Bischoff, Blake Schultz,
Alex Zammert

Wendy Ackerman

7 Boone Guetter,

Kristen Larsen-Schmidt

8 Chase Bring
9 Nora Berberich, Mike Uhlir

Tim Hegg
Ashton Lemoine, Kevin Robinson

Jake Ost

Justin Herland, Andy Naas
Jocelynn Uhing, Brandon Walsh
Lyla Schumacher

Mitchell Heimark

Cathy Buettner-Haugen, Taylor
Johnson

Granger Naas

Dave Lopez, Chris Naas,

Alex Starcevic, Kennedy Stevens
Steve Evanson, Isaac Riewer,
Linda Schumacher

Liam Wojciechowski

Jordyn Fossum




OTUINCAT ™MIEN UL ES

A Note from your Church Council:

February, a month often associated with love and winter’s grip, holds significance in the Bible as
well. It is within this month that we find verses brimming with wisdom, faith, and reflections on
life’s journey. Let’s look at a few.

1 Corinthians 16:14 “Let all that you do be done with love.” This verse serves as a reminder to
approach all our actions with love. Whether in our relationships, work, or daily interactions, love
should be the foundation of our thoughts, words, and deeds.

From Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” It’s crucial to lean on the
wisdom and guidance of the Lord rather than relying solely on our own understanding. By ac-
knowledging God in all our ways, we invite His direction and guidance into our lives, ensuring that
our paths align with His divine purpose.

As the Lenten season begins, hold on to the love the Lord has for you and offer it easily to others
and yourself. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and let his wisdom and grace carry you forward.

Church Council News

Below, you will find a current summary of our Finances and updates impacting the entire
congregation.

Summary of Finances

Financial Reports Summary November | December
2023 2023
General Giving Income - YTD $118,254 $133,631
General Giving Income - Month $11,226 $13,631
Net Income - YTD $(26,052) $(23,980)
General Giving Checking Account $28,868 $28,222
Special Giving Checking Account $49,371 $49,643
Line of Credit SO SO
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COUNCIL MINUTES

Updates

At the time of writing this our Annual Meeting has not yet been held. However, We, as a Council
are so very pleased with how 2023 went. We saw our membership grow, events were well
attended, and our congregation stepped up to support the mission of St. Matthew’s by gener-
ously giving their time and talents to doing God’s work. Pastor Kristen brought so many fresh
ideas forward all designed to strengthen our relationship with God and ensure we live out our
mission fully. Our Youth were incredibly active and engaged in growing their faith. And all our
Teams did exceptional work to support our Church family and the community. We are so grate-
ful and blessed. Thank you for a great year and we are excited to carry that momentum forward
in the year ahead.

The season of Lent begins this month with Ash Wednesday on February 14. It is a time for us as
a congregation to renew our faith and draw closer to God. Lenten services will be held every
Wednesday starting on the 14 at 6:30 pm. Soup Suppers will begin at 5:15 on these evenings.
And let’s not forgot about the Men in Mission Fish Frys. They have been scheduled for February
23, March 8, and March 22 from 5:00-7:00 pm. We look forward to walking the Lenten season
with you all.

We invite all members of St. Matthew’s to attend our Council meetings which generally will be
held the second Sunday of every month. Our next meeting will take place on Sunday, February
17 following worship. Approved meeting minutes will be made available upon request.

Stay connected to what is happening at St. Matthew’s via our Facebook and Instagram pages,
the church website, and of course through announcements made during Sunday service.

Please let us know if we can answer any questions you may have. Thank you for taking the time
to read this information. It is truly a blessing to be in fellowship and service with all of you.

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council Secretary
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February 2024

Sun

4

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship

11

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship-Kids Sing

18

9am Men In Mission
10am Worship
11:15am Council Meeting

25

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship
5:45pm BIO Girls

Mon

5
7pm Quilting

12
7pm Quilting

19

10am Womens Bible
Study

7pm Quilting

26
7pm Quilting
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Tue

6

9am Quilting

13
9am Quilting

11am Food Pantry

20

9am Quilting

27
9am Quilting

6pm Food Pantry

Wed

7

6:30pm LYO
7pm Confirmation

14
6:30pm Ash Wednesday

21
5:15pm Soup Supper

6:30pm Lenten Worship

28
5:15pm Soup Supper

6:30pm Lenten Worship

Thu

15

Newsletter
Deadline

22

29

Fri Sat

2 3

9 10
WELCA
DONUT

DAY

16 17

23 24

Fish

Fry

5-7pm



St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Welcome to worship

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Address service requested
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

All services live on our YouTube Channel

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 (701) 599-2081

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP
Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com
Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com
Council President: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member!
Council Vice President: Scott Kuster scottkuster@gra.midco.net
Council Secretary: Carrie Herrig carrie.herrig@outlook.com
Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams kmadams4@rocketmail.com
Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org
Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com
Properties Team Lead: Dan Herrig dan@sandsteelbc.com
Education Team Lead: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com
Youth Team Lead: Dara Faul darafaul@gmail.com

Worship Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member!
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