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December 2024 

Dear St. Matt’s Siblings,   

December 1 begins the season of Advent.  The word advent means “coming.” And whether we relish or dread the 
holidays, the coming we are preparing for in the church is not actually Christmas! It’s Christ himself. Not once, but in 
three times and ways. Here in the darkest time of the year we celebrate and await the Light of the Word COMING: 
1. Once about two thousand years ago, Jesus came as “Emmanuel” (God with us) as a human to-- teach, heal,  
      forgive, serve, die and rise for us. Jesus called disciples to follow and through them called others. He shared the 

Good News of salvation from sin and death through his cross and resurrection. AND his work was not completed.  
2. Nowadays, Jesus keeps coming through the Holy Spirit to guide US to continue to follow him, to be forgiven, to 

share the good news of his love and grace with others to keep working for justice and peace. And even with us, 
the work is not completed.  

3. Someday (no one knows when) Jesus will return to finish his work, bringing new life, righteousness, justice to all 
the oppressed, and lasting peace to all the earth.  

 

In a world where we want more and more things “on demand,” the season of Advent is pretty counter-cultural. It is a 
time of a time of waiting and extended anticipation; of now and not yet. A time to wait, watch, and keep minds and 
hearts tuned to listen to what God is saying to us.  
 
To help us with this task, I am utilizing the work of theologian and teacher Kate Bowler this Advent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is what Kate Bowler writes about the group study:  

“I hope these gatherings offer you and your group a space to be honest, to listen, and to find connection in the midst 
of all the waiting and hoping. Together, let’s embrace this Advent with eyes wide open and hearts ready to receive 
whatever comes—whether it’s the comfort of a quiet moment, the challenge of an unanswered question, or the joy of 
a small, unexpected gift. May our waiting be filled with a hope that is both honest and defiant, a hope that holds 
space for all that is still broken while believing in a love that will one day make everything right.” 
 

This is my hope too. A blessed advent to you all as the light of Christ grows in us!  
 

Pastor Kristen 

 

Join me for a Three Week Advent Study called 

“The Weary World Rejoices.” 

At 5:30-6:30 on Monday Dec 2, Dec 9 and Dec 16 

in the Rosendahl Room at St. Mathew’s 
 

You can find the weekly devotional group guide at this 

link: katebowler.com/advent. The series includes a daily  

devotional, and a weekly Group study Guide. If you would like 

me to print a copy, please let me know! 
 

https://katebowler.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c0fd60bae158c29204fe4ca1&id=84f9e8fb0c&e=62fc7845cd&i=7d72a3bce9
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Sunday School Christmas Program—The Telling of the Christmas Story  

The Christmas season is upon up.  We have begun 

practicing for the program , the kids are doing great!  

If your family will not be able to be at the program 

on 12/15, please let me know asap, so we don’t  

assign a speaking role to your child(ren).   
 

We will have a program practice on Saturday 12/14 

from 9:30 am—12:00 pm.   
 

Our Christmas Program will be Sunday 12/15 at 2:30 

pm. Please have students report to their classrooms 

by 2:15.  
 

Sunday School Reminders 

No Sunday School Sunday December 1.  We will have 

our last day of Sunday School for this year on Sunday December 15, we will then resume on 

Sunday January 5, 2025!  
 

Confirmation Reminders 

Students are reminded to complete and keep track in their folders of their worship notes,  

service hours and worship assisting.  12 notes, 5 hours and 3 assists are required this year.  If 

you have not kept track, please check in with Bre to see 

where you are at.  
 

Wednesday December 6 will be Advent Night, students 

will learn about the upcoming season and make some  

advent and Christmas crafts. 

 
 

Wednesday December 11 we will be doing our 2nd annual  

Christmas Cheer visits.  We are asking each student bring a  

Christmas treat to help make an assorted treat plate to bring with 

them on their visit. Cheer visits connect our confirmation kids with 

adults in our community!  

 

Confirmation will resume on Wednesday January 8th.   
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Worship Team 

What is the Worship team? What does this team do? You would be surprised at all the things behind 

the scenes that they do! Things we take for granted every Sunday. So I want to Thank them and tell 

you who they are and what they do. (Hopefully I wont forget anyone and sorry if I do.) 

 

• Thank you to Sue Simon. She's the person who meets with Pastor to plan for Sunday and seasonal 

worship services; she makes sure there is bread and grape juice for communion and prepares the 

elements each week, brings them to the altar and cleans up after service; she fills the altar candles 

with oil and checks the wicks; and did you notice the beautiful flowers this summer? She buys, 

plants and waters them faithfully. She checks with Bre to make sure the worship sign up is filled or 

she fills in as needed. 

• Than you to Bre Berberich for getting people to be Worship assistants and fill the jobs of ushers, 

communion assistants, readers and acolytes week after week. 

• Thank you to Julie Brorby for providing our music every week. She meets with Pastor to plan;  

       records music if she can’t be here; coordinates special music for various services; assists with  

       music for events such as funerals and weddings. 

• Thank you to Nancy Morgan for caring for the worship banners and altar paraments, choosing and 

hanging them in a timely manner 

• Thank  you to Emily Dobmeier for the seasonal altar decorations. They are beautiful! 

• Thank you to Cheryl Arntz for providing the communion bread. 

• Thanks to EVERYONE else who gives their time to help with seasonal decorating and the many  

       other things you do.  

 

It takes many hands to keep a church running. As we are coming to the end of the year, we are  

looking for new volunteers to join our Worship Team. 

Please consider giving your time and talents. 
 

Worship Team, 

Mary Mitchell 
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LYO News 

LYO met in late October to play Bingo.  
Pastor Kristen joined us and shared a  

devotional on Reformation and a blessing for 
the 9th grade Confirmands.  

 

In November, we joined the Confirmation  
students and congregation in watching the 

film Luther. 

 

Future LYO 
dates: 

December 
11th and  

December 
18th. 

WELCA Festival Of Tables 

Thank you to our hostesses, the planning committee,  

confirmation students and our attendees for another fun 

filled afternoon of fellowship! We had 8 tables, each 

with a different color theme, and auctioned off 10  

Beautiful baskets!  
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed  
anyone, know that you are all appreciated! 

 
• Thanks to all who helped make Festival of Tables such a wonderful event including the planning 

committee Liz Welsh, Bridget Pearson, Kim Lagge and Sara Berg. 

• Thank you to Gary Welsh for the parking lot snow removal 

• Thank you to Beth Kurz and Angie Muhs for providing hospitality for our new member event 

• Thank you to Sue Simon for helping Pastor Kristen with hospitality for the Pastor’s Conference meeting (on her 

birthday, no less!). 

• Thank you to Carrie Herrig for producing the Sunday School Christmas Program 

 

St. Matthew’s and St. Jude’s  
churches are once again sponsoring 
the Angel Tree project. Please pick 
an angel from the tree, record the 

number on the nearby sheet,  
purchase one of the gifts written on 

the Angel and then return it, 
wrapped to the tree by December 
8. If you know of someone in our 

community who should be included 
in the Angel Tree Project this year, please contact  

Julie Brorby (701-740-2906)  

The Noisy Offering collected by kids 
during worship goes to  
various Missions. Our Mission for the 
Month of December 
is going towards Sa-
maritans Purse. 
They are an  
evangelical Christian  
humanitarian aid  
organization that provides aid to people 
in physical need as a key part of its 
Christian missionary work. 

Outreach News 

Thank you to all who  
donated to the winter 

gear drive. The items that 
we collected were  

donated to UND’s Social Service Club to  
support their “Winter Warm-Up Event”. This 
event offers free winter gear for anyone in 
the community who has need. This year it 
was held in downtown Grand Forks (near 

the Embers coffee shop), which is a great lo-
cation given its proximity to the GF Mission 
and easily accessible by bus. We donated 4 

very large boxes of winter gear! 
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Welcome to our new members of St. Matthews! We are so glad you are here! 

Received on Nov. 3, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Chase, Hunter, Shayla and Drake Rekkedal           Heather, Drake, Reagan, and Sophie Sondreal 
                         Not Pictured: Brent                  (Tyson is already a member!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  Tim and Dianne Pearson     Robbin and Doris McMorran 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              Ed, Karyn and Noah Hippen        Ben, Kylie, Weston and Parker Hippen 
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A Note from your Church Council: 

Scripture states “When they saw the star, they were overjoyed” (Matthew 2:10).  

The Advent season is a joyful season, a joyful time. It is a time to listen, reflect, and anticipate His coming. The 

birth of Jesus.  

Whether your Christmas season is busy and stressful, wonderfully joyous, sad, and lonely, or a combination of 

all of them, Jesus is with you and wants you to come to Him with everything. He loves us perfectly and is con-

stantly caring for us. His living presence will bring you Peace, Joy, Hope and Love.  

Celebrate the reason for the season. The King will soon be born.  

May the peace and blessings of Christmas be yours, and may the coming year be filled with happiness.  

Church Council News & Updates  

Summary of Finances 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting 

Our Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday, January 26, 2025, right after worship. During this meeting, we 

will share a review of 2024 including our finances, the proposed 2025 Budget, and hold elections for Council and 

representatives on important committees. All confirmed members of the Church are eligible to vote at the  

Annual Meeting and everyone is welcome to attend.  

 

 

Financial Reports Summary September October 

  2024 2024 

      

General Giving Income - YTD   $ 116,891 

General Giving Income - Month   $   12,876 

Net Income - YTD   $ (25,328) 

      

General Giving Checking Account  $     7,022  $     4,491 

Special Giving Checking Account  $   57,089  $   57,072 

Line of Credit  $            -  $            - 
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Who St. Matthew’s says we are 

At the November 10 special Congregational meeting, I am pleased to announce the revised purpose statement and 

new vision, mission, and core values for St. Matthew’s were all approved. I’m so proud of the work the Council did 

and thank them for their time and attention to this important matter.  
 

These items will be added to our Constitution and Bylaws and will be used in our Ministry Site Profile. 
 

A Way to Give Thanks: Our Gratitude Offering 

Our Gratitude Offering is off to a great start. This special campaign is designed to show appreciation for the  

blessings and guidance received throughout the year. As mentioned, our financial giving has been down, and we are 

sitting again with a deficit. 
 

Now through December 15 we can make a one-time offering given in addition to our usual Sunday offering to help 

us to do the work God has called us to do.  
 

We thank you in advance for your gracious support and this additional financial support will help us keep the spirit 

of service alive, as Christ has called us to do.  
 

Officer positions  

Our Nomination Committee has begun their work to fill several officer positions to fill in the New Year and a full list 

of openings will be shared soon. Here are some key positions open:  

• President – 1-year term 

• Vice President – 2-year term  

• Secretary – 2-year term  

• Worship Team Lead – 2-year term 

• Properties Team Lead – 2-year term  

If you would like information about any of these openings, please speak with a member of the Church Council or 

Nomination Committee. At our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 26 our new officers will begin their term.  

Council Meetings 

We invite all members of St. Matthew’s to attend our Council meetings which generally will be held the second  

Sunday of every month. Our next meeting will take place on Sunday, December 8 following worship. Approved 

meeting minutes will be made available upon request. 
 

Closing thoughts  

I encourage you to stay connected to what is happening at St. Matthew’s via our Facebook and Instagram pages, 

the church website, and of course through announcements made during Sunday service.  
 

It is truly a blessing to be in fellowship and service with all of you. I wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving filled with 

love and happiness.  

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council President 
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Happy Birthday in December! 

2 LeeAnn Novak, Brock Vaagene 

3 Susan Dobmeier, Jamie Turano 

4 Levi Connole, Neil Lindell 

8 Ellie Schultz, Heidi Strande,  
Jada Welke 

9 Larry Eliason 

11 Ryan Welsh, Max Zammert 

12 Weston Lupien 

13 River Derosier, Whitney Everett, 
Christopher Staveteig, Jettie Strand, 
Mike Zak 

15 Tanya Barker, Emma Wilson 

16 Mike Brorby 

19 Ashley Potter, Aspyn Robinson 

20 Shelby Vatthauer 

21 Caden Kurz 

22 Dara Faul 

23 Quinn Ellingson 

24 Bryn Adams 

26 Cam Carrier, Wes Thompson 

27 Blake Riewer, Sheila Wilson 

28 Annistyn Laxdal 

30 Kameron Anderson, Dianne Pearson 

31 Nolan Bergeron 

 

All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 

Church  are welcome to attend 

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, December 16th at 10:00 am 

January 

Paul & Brooke Bakke Family 

Josh & Mandy Marcelin Family 

Kelby & Angie Laxdal Family 

Derek & Bobbi Sondreal Family 

Kory & Susie Sondreal 

Travis & Shannon Johnson Family 

Kevin & Lorelei Robinson Family 

Tyson & Heather Sondreal Family 

December 

Josh & Tanya Barker Family 

Todd & Sarah Fee Family 

Travis & Brook Fretheim Family 

Craig & Chelsea Moen Family 

Damon & Bridget Pearson Family 

John & Jill Schumacher Family 

Dan & Tessa Setness Family 

Richard & Mindy Staveteig Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte.  

Can you help?   

You can sign up to by scanning this 

QR code or you can sign up on the paper in 

the entryway.  

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 

men gather on Sunday mornings 
at 9am in the Fellowship Hall for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of  

discussion vary, but new folks are  
always welcome to join them. 

 

The Food Pantry is open during October on  

Tuesday, December 10th from 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

and Tuesday, December 23rd , 6pm-8pm.  
  

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them 

know, or come to the pantry during their open hours. 
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December 2024 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9am Men in Mission 

9am No Sunday 

School 

10am Worship 

2 

5:30pm Advent Bible Study 

7pm Quilting 

3 

9am Quilting 

4 

7pm Confirmation 

5 6 7 

8 

9am Men in Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11:15am Church Council 

9 

5:30pm Advent Bible Study 

7pm Quilting 

10 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pantry 

11 

6:30pm LYO  

7pm Confirmation 

12 13 14 

9am  

Christmas  

Program  

Practice 

15 

9am Men in Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

2:30pm Christmas  

Program 

16 

10am Women’s Bible Study 

5:30pm Advent Bible Study 

7pm Quilting 

17 

9am Quilting 

18 

No Confirmation 

6pm Blue Christmas 

6:30pm LYO 

19 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

20 21 

22 

9am Men in Mission 

9am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

23 

7pm Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

24 

5pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

25 

Church & Office 

Closed 

26 27 28 

29 

9am Men in Mission 

9am No Sunday School 

10am Worship 

30 

7pm Quilting 

31 

9am Quilting 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

 
 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com  

Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com  

Council President: Carrie Herrig carrie.herrig@outlook.com  

Council Vice President: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com 

Properties Team Lead: Dan Herrig dan@sandsteelbc.com  

Education Team Lead: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com  

Youth Team Lead: Dara Faul  darafaul@gmail.com 

Worship Team Lead: Mary Mitchell  


