The Messenger August 2026

From the Pastor’s Desk

“17 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them
up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face
shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly there appeared to
them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us
to be here; if you wish, I[a] will set up three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a
voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved;[b] with him | am well pleased; listen
to him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by

fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And
when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.” — Matthew 17:1-
8 (The Transfiguration of Jesus)

Dear Ones, grace and peace to all of us on this our first anniversary together! This August
marks one year since we have been church together! As this month’s “Pastor’s Desk,”
opens with Jesus’ Transfiguration, we look back on our time together. In this story, Jesus
takes with him Peter, James and John, and before all of them visions of the past arise. Both
Moses and Elijah, prophets who led Israel faithfully, appear on the mountain and the
disciples are amazed. Before their eyes, Jesus shines like the morning sun, his clothes as
white as snow and his whole being shinning. Truly a site to be seen.

Peter, being moved by what is before him, wants to pitch a tent for everyone and stay on the
mountain top. Who can blame him? From what we can tell, there is no present danger, no
reason to be alarmed or concerned. Here we are safe. We are in the presence of two
notable prophets and Jesus who is soon to be the savior of the world. What more could we
ask? The real work begins at the base of the mountain. This moment in time is only
temporary, a resting place if you will for the road ahead. As the vision closes, Jesus
remains. What we learn from this story, Jesus brings us up the mountain. He stays with us
on the mountain and then brings us back down. Through it all, Jesus is there.

In our story, this year has brought us up the mountain, the mountain top and has brought us
to this very moment. As we reflect on this first year together, there have been challenges
(going up the mountain). Challenges with health (my own, some within our community and
some unknown), challenges with adjustments to being in a new place, learning with a new
pastor and all the growing pains of being human. Within this year we have made it to the
mountain top.



Community coming together in crisis, caring for one another when life is heavy, people
stepping up and being church when gaps arise. As we come down the mountain, the work of
being church together persists!

Within this year and the road ahead, we are raising and affirming new leaders within our
community that have said YES to God'’s call and the call of the church! This year we are
finding new ways to engage in ministry with one another through fellowship, outreach and
many more. As the dust from this first year settles, | am eternally grateful to each and
everyone of you! You have asked and | am listening, in the coming days, please watch your
email/notifications for new ways to engage within St. Matt’'s and our broader community.
God’s peace as we celebrate our first year of ministry together and many more!

May this new year bring new adventures, growth and prosperity. Through it all, Christ
remains!

God’s Love,
Rev. Christopher L. Friese

Summer Worship Series

You’re Invited to join us this summer as we embark through lesser-known stories of the
Old Testament. Our time together will focus on the resource “Ais for Alabaster” by Anna
Carter Florence. For those that wish to read ahead, below are the Old Testament readings
we will explore in our worship together:

June 21: B is for Balaam (Numbers 22:27-31) July 26: S is for Sheba (1 Kings 10:1-10)

June 28: E is for Esther (Esther 4:10-16) August 2: Ris for Rehab (Josh 2:1-4a)

July 5: Fis for Fish (Jonah 1:1-5, 11-17) August 9: S is for Salt (Genesis 19:15-17; 24-26)

July 12: P is for Puah (Exodus 1:15-22) August 23: W is for Whirlwind (Job 40:6-10)
August 30: Z is for Zelophehad’s Daughter

(Numbers 27:1-7)




Worship Team News

Summer sure has flown by! On behalf of the worship team, | would like to thank all
those who stepped in and helped with worship assisting this summer. You are all
VERY much appreciated! Also special thank you to Carrie Herrig, Val Uhlir, Shannon
Hancock and Sue Simon for preparing communion and making sure things ran
smoothly. Big shout out to Scott Kuster for saying yes doing a great job leading
services when Pastor Chris was away.

Starting in August - there are families assigned each month but ANYONE can help
ANY month! Start now looking at your calendars and see when you can share your
talents with the church. You can go online to sign up or contact me and | would be
happy to help get the calendar filled up!

Robyn - Team Lead
701-739-4192

bohlmanrobynegmail.com
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Council Minutes from May 6th, 2026
MINUTES APPROVED JUNE 17, 2026

In Attendance: Angie, Pastor Chris, John, Brandon, Krista, Robyn, Melissa, Stacy and Claire,

Absent: Wade and Loreli

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie at 5:52 p.m.

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved as presented by Robyn, 2™ by Brandon, MC.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes were approved as presented by Robyn and 2 by Stacy, MC,

Financial Reports: No report was officially given but John did report that the checkbook has a balance of 518K.

Properties report:
Brandon asked if a grill could be purchased for the church. After some discussion, John made a motion and
Brandon 2, to approve the purchase by using funds from Thrivent account.

Old Business-
1. Legion land request-conversation
a. John made a motion and 2™ by Brandon, to table a vote on the future of the land to
the June 2026 meeting, at which time further discussion will be held, MC.
2. Summer Music

a. Grace McHugo will be playing during the summer months
3. Alleluia Offering March 22-May 317
a. No update was given
4. Administrative Assistant Update:
a. Angie reported that we have an applicant and that an interview will take place with the
executive team. |deally, we would like this person to do both the bookkeeping and the
administrative duties. In the meantime, Bridget will do 360 but will not pay the bills.

New Business-
1. Noisy Offerings
a. June- FCCLA
2. FCCLA requesting use of the parking lot for fundraising for nationals during the Thompson
Garage Sale event
a. It was voted upon by council and approved. MC
3. Carrie Herring will cover worship on July 12" in Pastor Chris’ absence.

The next council meeting is set for Wednesday, June 17th at 5:30 p.m.
Motion to adjourn by John, 2nd by Melissa, MC. Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Claire Herland , Council Secretary



Youth & Family Ministry Team

What an incredible week at Rainforest Falls Vacation Bible School! Over four fun-filled
evenings, 83 kids explored God's amazing love through Bible stories, music, games, crafts,
snacks, and unforgettable adventures. It was a joy to see so many smiling faces growing in
faith, building friendships, and discovering what it means to stay rooted in God's love.

A heartfelt thank you to all of our amazing volunteers, 12 station leaders, 30+ youth
helpers, and everyone who donated supplies, snacks, and their time. Your generosity and
dedication made this week possible, and we are so grateful for the many hands that

helped create such a meaningful experience for our children. W G d'
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Wishing all of our August Birthdays a

August 1
Brynlie Jallo
August 2
Warren Bakke

Michael Benoit

Chase Crowdy
August 3

Roger Gustafson

Leona Laxdal
Hunter Novak
Tim Pearson
Dawn Zak
August 4
Carly Berberich
August 5
Seth Arntz
Angie Laxdal
August 6
Trent Ivesdal
Paul Strande
August 7
Drake Rekkedal
Ryan Strande
Bill Widman
August 8
Bethany Kurtz
August 9
Rick Herland
Addysen Lopez

wonderful month!
August 10 August 21
Lindi Hazel Donna Gunderson
Daniel Mayers August 22
August 11 Kennedy Carrier
Dan Setness
August 12 Augus’t 24
Lonnie Peterson Leigh LaRoque
August 15 August 25
Morgan Muhs Stephanie Anderson
Brian Overby August 29
August 19 Ryan Uhing
Kelly Popova August 30
Greta Herrig :
: Lexi Johnson
Violetta Popova
August 20 August 3.1
Nathan Berger Maxx Albin
Blake Guetter Taber Johnson

e |'d like to give a shout out to all
those that have been keeping
the grounds looking good.



ARy - wep
U] Uy - WIEG
Eng - wedz | dppurs siinh

b E 1 LE nE
dpgsaony - wep |
iy joupiswary | hajueg pood - wda Buypng - wdg Wy LB - LIEE

BE . BT 5T 54 LEZ_
Buapang = widy dpfsamny - weg
SARHUDRA - WEDL | U] B - WEE

¥ Gl Bl i ]!
ARy - e
POC = WL | Eapnm = wedg U] Ly - WEE

Fl
dpfsacy - wep )
Eapng - wedg U] Ly - W
T

| Goxpnp - wd; | W uBpy - WEE

IE B BT Fri B

ms E ony Loy g

1L s Peeuuoo ) sgog Bmy

SOIEES POILN W SARPIOH “SUIE N UNLWLLCD SHER 15




701 Broadway St.
Thompson, ND 58278

(701) 599-2081
stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

CHURCH

Pastor Chris Office Hours
Monday: 9:00-5:00
Tuesday: Available by phone
Wednesday: 1:00-8:00
Thursday: 9:00-5:00
Cellphone: 218-443-3339

Join us for worship
Sundays at 10:00 am



