
 

     The Messenger | August 2025 

The Messenger 
August 2025 

“Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and there was no longer any sea… He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making  

everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

Revelation 21:1,5 (NIV) 

     Dear Ones in Christ Jesus, 

Things are moving! What has felt like centuries is now only weeks and days away. I am  

honored that the Spirit has moved us to be in ministry together. In my welcome video, I spoke               

 about the various emotions we are experiencing in this time of transition. On this day, I want to 

 take   an opportunity to address some of my learnings these last few    years. 

Ministry is like Water. Water has no form; it takes the shape of the object that holds it.  

Ministry happens in the places we least expect and in the places we expect. Some days we (all 

of us) will have it together and other days we will adjust as the Spirit moves us.  

When we make it safe to fail, we make it safe to succeed. A quote from one of my favorite 

books, Trying, by Kobi Yamada. Faith is like a walk through the park, Jurassic Park to be exact. 

We as a people of God, create a space where we can ask challenging questions, discuss new 

ideas, learn from one another, grow together in faith and most importantly have fun along the 

way. 

Never take yourself too seriously. There are times in our lives that call for somber reflection 

and stoic presence. If we take ourselves too seriously all the time, we forget to stop and smell 

the roses or anything that brings joy to you. I will confess I use dry humor; I am working on  

being mindful of how I use it. If you are ever concerned, please say something to me.  
 

Titles Don’t make us who we Are. My technical title is Pastor. I have spent the last 5 years 

earning my M.Div. and now my ordination that makes me a pastor. At the end of the day, I am 

Chris. If you call me by my name, I will not be offended. I won’t give away too much, stay 

tuned for a sermon on Identity. It is our character that determines who we are.  

Dear Ones, thank you for investing in me. We are in this together, through the joys, pains, good 

 cooking and not so good cooking. I give thanks for this time to get to know one another as we 

 partner together for the sake of the Gospel. Please look forward to more opportunities to get to 

 know myself and for you to share your story of what makes you YOU!  

 

     God’s Peace, 

     Christopher “Chris” Friese,  

     Pastor @ St. Matthew’s   
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Grateful for a Season of Blessings 

What a meaningful summer it’s been at St. Matthew’s! We've experienced a season full of blessings, changes, and 
exciting new beginnings. One of the most significant has been the work toward securing a new pastor for our         
congregation. 

The call committee dedicated many months of faithful work, and we’re thrilled to share that their recommendation 
was joyfully accepted by the church council. On July 20th, the congregation overwhelmingly voted to extend a call to 
Pastor Christopher (Chris) Friese—and he accepted! 

Pastor Chris will begin his ministry with us on August 18, 2025. He will be ordained in Moorhead, MN on August 24, 
and will lead his first Sunday service at St. Matthew’s on August 31. God is good! 

We are deeply grateful to everyone who has supported this process through prayer, participation, and service. 

Church Council Updates 

 Council Minutes: Starting this month, we will begin including full church council minutes in the newsletter. 
 Please note, they will reflect the previous month, as minutes can only be shared after formal council approval. 

 Church Directory: We’re working to securely make the church directory available online with password  
 protection. For those who prefer a printed version, we can provide one with a small suggested donation to 
 cover printing costs. 
 Staffing: We’ve hired a new administrative assistant! We offer heartfelt thanks to Dalene for her faithful  
 service and care for St. Matthew’s. Thank you! 
 Worship: Summer worship has gone smoothly thanks to our incredible pulpit supply and volunteers. Special 
 thanks to Robyn Bohlman (worship lead), Carrie Herrig (worship liaison), and both Carrie and Scott Kuster for 
 leading worship. 
 Payroll: We are planning to hire an outside company to handle payroll processing going forward. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to any council member with questions. We’re looking ahead with hope and         
excitement for the year to come. 

With gratitude, 
Angie Muhs 
St. Matthew’s Church 
Council President 
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Thank you to everyone for your helping hands.  We apologize if we missed anyone, know that 
you are all appreciated! 

• Brandon LaRoque for his prompt response to the hot humid church  
      environment. 
• Dalene Jacobson for ironing on all of the VBS logos for the leaders t-shirts 
• Michele Burger for making sure the church was clean everyday for VBS and for her work  
      making the church clean, and the inviting décor. 
• Mary and crew in the Food Pantry for working around VBS during Food Pantry night 
• Robyn Bohlman for always making sure the worship assistant roles were filled this summer. 
• John Schumacher for his volunteered work as the bookkeeper making sure the bills and staff are paid each month 
• VBS crew leaders and volunteers for creating an absolutely spectacular week for our kids! 
• Bre Berberich and Lorelei Robinson for their amazing decorating skills to make the True North VBS theme come 

alive!  
• Our faithful tech crew who helps us worship and stay connected with all those who are tuning in on YouTube.  
• Bruce Kulseth for updating the parking spaces and lines 

Worship News 

Dinner church was a success with 32 people in attendance.  Huge thank you to Brandon LaRoque and Duane Naas for 
hauling their grills to the church and grilling in the rain.  Thank you also to the Herrig family, Sue Simon, Beth Kurz, and 
Claire Herland for helping and bringing bars.   
 

The Thompson Days Community worship service was also a huge success.  BIG thank you to Carrie Herrig and Stacie 
Nelson (East Walle church) for all their organization and planning!!  76 people were in attendance and $440 was col-
lected for the Thompson Food Pantry. 
 

Thank you to all who have helped with worship duties during the summer months!  Please consider signing up to help 
during worship – there is something for everyone to do! 
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Happy Birthday in August! 

  

1 Brynlie Jallo 

2 Warren Bakke, Michael Benoit, 
Chase Cowdrey, Dalene Jacobson 

3 Roger Gustafson, Leona Laxdal, 
Hunter Novak, Dawn Zak,  
Tim Pearson 

4 Carly Berberich 

5 Seth Arntz, Angie Laxdal 

6 Trent Ivesdal, Paul Strande 

7 Ryan Strande, Bill Widman, Drake 
Rekkedal 

8 Bethany Kurz 

9 Rick Herland, Addysen Lopez 

10 Daniel Mayers 

11 Dan Setness 
12 Lonni Peterson 

15 Morgan Muhs, Brian Overby 

17 Acen Everett 

19 Greta Herrig, Kelly Popova,  
Violetta Popova 

20 Nathan Berger, Blake Guetter 

21 Donna Gunderson 

22 Kennedy Carrier 

24 Leigh LaRoque 

25 Stephanie Anderson 

29 Ryan Uhing 

30 Lexi Johnson 

31 Taber Johnson 

All women of St. Matthew’s  

Lutheran Church are welcome to  

Women’s Bible Study  

Monday, August 18th at 10:00 am at the 

Church. We meet the third Monday of the month.  

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s men 
gather on Sunday mornings at  

9am in the Fellowship Hall for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and learn 

together. Their topics of discussion 
vary, but new folks are always  

welcome to join them. 

The Food Pantry is open during August on  

Tuesday August 12th from 11am-1pm and  

Tuesday, August 26th from 6pm-8pm. 

If you or someone you know could use the  

assistance of the food pantry, please let them 

know, or come to the pantry during their open 

hours 

August 

Ryan Avdem & Trish Mikelson Family 

Sean & Michele Burger Familly 

Bob & Heather Foote Family 

Brandy & Lindsey George Family 

Brian & Angie Muhs Family 

Gary & Mary Welsh 

Steve & Shannon Hancock Family 

Kelly Popov Family 

September  

Neil & Kami Danner Family 

Josh & Dara Faul Family 

Jess Haugen, Cindy & Larry Eliason 

Brandon & Leigh LaRoque Family 

Dianne Lundgren 

Scott & Charla Peterson Family 

Paul & Heidi Strande Family 

Kade & Megan Sveen/Myrdal Family 

Anyone can be an usher, reader,  

communion server, or acolyte. Can you help?  You can 

sign up to by scanning this QR code or you can sign 

up on the paper in the entryway.  
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Council meeting minutes—June 11, 2025 

Call to Order by President Angie at 7:34pm with 5 members present:  Wade Strande, Angie Muhs, 

Kristie Adams, Beth Kurz, Robyn Bohlman. Also attending was John Schumacher to present for Call 

Committee. 

Opening Devotional:  We all shared what we were grateful for. 

Agenda Approval:  Kristie Adams motioned with the addition of Meeting Minutes Link to new    

business, Wade Strande second. MC 

Minutes Approval – May 2025:  Wade Strande made a motion to approve the minutes as read,  

second by Robyn Bohlman.  MC 

Financial Report:  Documents were emailed.   Presented by Kristie Adams.  Wade Strande made a 

motion to approve the financial report, Beth Kurz second.  MC 

Team reports were email ahead of time.  Lorelei had emailed to Angie so Angie read her report.  So 

far there are 26 kids signed up with 8 adult volunteers and a number of youth volunteers. 

Old Business:   

1. Administrative Assistant Position update – Reviewed the quote from Brady Martz.  Will also get 

quote from another company as Brady Martz is generally on the higher end.  We talked about 

going with a company for payroll only to begin with.  Angie is going to reach out to the            

applicant to see if still interested in the Admin assist/bookkeeper position minus the payroll.   

2. TV from sanctuary to be placed in fellowship hall.  Nothing more has been done. 

3. HB Sound & Light update:  Wade will call HB Sound to come check out the tv’s in sanctuary.   

4. Computer update:  We will be replacing the administrator’s computer.  We will wait until we 

hire a Pastor to see what his/her preference is.   

5. Printer update – Printer contract has been updated.  Will be $201/month 

6. Directory update on website – Angie will check with Bre.   

7. Thompson Days service update:  Robyn has been in contact and is meeting with Stacie Nelson 

(East Walle) as they are interested in participating/helping.  Robyn has reached out to Phyllis 

Johnson (Walle/Evanger) twice and she was going to get back to us as to whether there is       

interest but have heard nothing back.  
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New Business 

1. Call Committee Call – John Schumacher said the call committee would like to call Chris as our 

new pastor.  He is 27 years old – married with 3 children.  Lives in Moorhead, MN and for now 

is not wanting to move.  Will commute and is good with the office days/hours talked about.  

We had discussion on a compensation package and agreed that we think it should be on the 

higher end of the package range.  There are a lot of churches looking for a pastor right now so 

we should be aggressive.  Kristie Adams made a motion to accept the Call Committees candi-

date, Beth Kurz second.  MC 

2. Noisy Offerings:  July will be the back to school backpack project 

3. Dinner church:  Plans are coming together.  Hjelmstad’s will provide the music.  Brandon will 

grill the hot dogs/hamburgers.  Robyn is picking up salad, chips, pickles.  Carrrie Herrig offered 

to pick up some fruit.  Claire Herland, Sue Simon, Beth Kurz and Robyn Bohlman will bring   

dessert 

4. Payment for pulpit supply:  Mileage needs to be figured out for Pastor Kate.  Angie will work on 

a contract for Pastor Bud. 

5. Synod Assembly update:  Angie went.  She really enjoyed the “generosity” theme. 

6. Meeting minutes link:  Wade was asked if we could provide a link or have the minutes printed 

somehow.  Beth is going to check with Dalene on who updates our website.  Will try to have a 

link for the minutes – password protected like the directory. 

7.  

Kristi made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Wade second.  MC 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:11pm  

Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 7 @ 6:30 

Minutes taken by Robyn Bohlman in Claire Herland’s absence.   



 

11    The Messenger | August 2025 

August 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

4 

7pm Quilting 

5 

9am Quilting 

6 7 8 9 

10 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

11 

6:30pm Church 

Council 

7pm Quilting 

12 

9am Quilting 

11am Food Pantry 

13 

7pm Holy  

Shenanigans  

Planning (LYO) 

14 15 16 

17 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship-Blessing 

of Backpacks 

18 

10am Women’s 

Bible Study  

7pm Quilting 

19 

9am Quilting 

20 21  

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

22 23 

24 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 

25 

7pm Quilting 

26 

9am Quilting 

6pm Food Pantry 

27 

7pm Confirmation 

Guide Orientation 

28 29 30 

31 

9am Men In Mission 

10am Worship 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP  

Pastor: Christopher “Chris” Friese stmattspastor@midconetwork.com 

Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com  

Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com  

Council President: Angie Muhs stmattspresident@gmail.com  

Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com 

Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net 

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 

Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org  

Fellowship Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque blaroque@hotmail.com  

Education Team Lead: Lorelei Robinson  lmoore31788@gmail.com 

Youth And Family Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com 

Youth Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member! 

Worship Team Lead: Robyn Bohlman bohlmanrobyn@gmail.com 


