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The Messenger

From the Pastor's Desk

Let us boldly proclaim; Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Christ
is Risen indeed! Alleluia, Alleluia!
4/& Dear Ones, Peace from the crucified and risen, Jesus the
(Ki/é&é‘"/ Christ! Receive these words, “41 He sat down opposite the

treasury and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor

widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are

worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly | tell you, this poor widow

has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have

contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all

she had to live on.” (Mark 12:41-44, NRSVue). As someone who wishes to be able to give more,

| read this story as hot coals down my throat.

The story of the “Widow’s Offering,” has been used to guilt people into giving more. At times,

well beyond their means. This story creates an “us vs. them” mentality. Those that give more,

care more about the church and the mission. While those of us we don’t have the means are left

feeling worthless. | read this story considering, “everyone gave something.” When we read the

story from a place of everyone gave, we hold that people give to the mission with all their being.

For this season of Easter, | give thanks to those who give their gifts of music, teaching, cleaning,

leading, helping with slides, financial gifts, and every gift we have at St. Matthew’s.

In this Easter season, we the council ask you the people of St. Matt’s to prayerfully give to the

Alleluia offering. This offering will be collected until the end of May. This offering will be in

addition to our general and noisy offerings. All monies collected for the Alleluia, will go directly

to the St. Matthew’s General Fund. God’s blessings this Easter Season as we BOLDLY

Proclaim, CHRIST IS RISEN! Amen.

Easter Blessings,

Rev. Chris Friese

C: 218-443-3339 | Stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
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/ Thank Youso muchto
all that volunteered
to serve and donate

food!We appreciate
- you
Enring Your Light!

Your kindness and compassion changed lives.
Together, we are building a stronger, brighter community.

e T Suedey”

ON APRIL 19TH
Interested in becoming a member?

Please contact Pastor Chris
@ 218-443-3339 or
Lorelei @218-791-4425

JOIN US AFTER CHURCH FOR
GOOD FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, AND y /\A/\\
AN OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN / \V/o
MORE ABOUT ST.MATTHEWSI /'/




St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church

MARCH29 | PALM SUNDAY 10 AM
APRIL12  |MAUNDY THURSDAY | 6:30 PM

APRIL 3 GOOD FRIDAY 6:30 PM
APRIL 5 EASTER SUNDAY 10 AM

AS we journey through Holy Week; let's take
time to pray, reflect, and find peace in our faith.
Wishing you a meaningful and blessed week.

hello@reallygreatsite.com 123-456-7890 123 Anywhere St., Any City

- -
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YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

Sunday School

Over the last four Sundays, our students walked through the story of Holy Week—discovering the love,

sacrifice, and hope at the heart of our faith. We began with Palm Sunday, then moved to the Last Supper,
Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, and finally celebrate the joy of Easter, when Jesus rose again!

Through stories and activities, kids experienced this journey in meaningful, age-appropriate ways.
We’'ll wrap up our Sunday School year on May 3 with a fun planned day, followed by Family Fellowship

after worship as we celebrate a great year together!

Heartfelt & Faith-Focused — Growing faith, together.

Confirmation

Thank You, Confirmation Families!
A heartfelt thank you to all of our Confirmation
students and families for the incredible ways you
served throughout the Lenten season. From
preparing and serving Lenten suppers to stepping
into roles as worship assistants, your willingness to
serve made a meaningful impact on our church
community. Your time, energy, and servant hearts
helped create a welcoming and faith-filled space
for so many—thank you!

As we move beyond Lent, Confirmation will resume
on, April 8, as we gather again to continue growing
in faith together. We’'ll wrap up the Confirmation
year on April 29 with a fun celebration night
beginning at 6:30 PM—a time to reflect, celebrate,
and enjoy one last evening together for the year.
Thank you again for being such an important part
of this ministry. It's a joy to walk alongside these
students as they grow in their faith!
Growing in faith, together.

Holy Shenanigans

Holy Shenanigans is BACK!

We’'re excited to kick things off again with a fun lineup
for our 9th—12th grade crew! Mark your calendars &
bring a friend—there’s something for everyone:

« & April 816:30 PM

We're starting off with a Yoga Night led by Brook!
Come relax, stretch, & learn about the benefits of
yoga. Of course—food, fellowship, and fun included!
O, April 22

Get ready for an evening of adventure with a
Scavenger Hunt! Details to come, but you won’t want
to miss this high-energy night of teamwork and fun.
9 May 3 | Senior Recognition Sunday

We’ll celebrate and honor our graduating seniors
during worship—Ilifting them up in prayer and
recognizing this important milestone in their faith
journey.

Holy Shenanigans is all about building community,
growing in faith, and having a whole lot of fun along the
way. We can’t wait to be back together!
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STMATTHEW'S %~
HOLY SHENANIGANS

HOLY
SHENANIGANS

Wednesday, April 8 at 6:30 PM

Join us for a fun &
relaxing night together!

With yoga led by Brook
Bring your own yoga mat, or we'll have extras for you!
We'll also take some time to learn about the benefits of yoga,
enjoy great conversation, and of course... food! Sf

Come ready to stretch, relax, laugh, and spend time together
—we can’t wait to see you!

WEDNESDAY .
fPRIL 22" S

,
AT ST MATTHEWIS
> SUPPERAT 6:30 7
@, { FOLLOWED BY THE HUNT!
- N
Hosted By: Pearson & Plautz Families

NO SUNDAY
SCHOOL

3/ Co&firmaﬂon’;
ECOGNTTION SUNDAY Rt T P

FOR ALL GRADUATES ¥

MAY 3, 2026 -
DURING YOUTH WORSHIP * ¥

If you have a senior who would like to be recognized

- ) . Let’s celebrate an awesome year:
during our youth Sunday, please email Review & highlights *

breberberich@gmail.com, with a senior picture and

Games & laughter

what their future plans are. Treats to enjoy

"L KNOW THE PLANS T HAVE FOR YOU™ - JEREMIAN 29:11



Calendar Events Summary

Holy Shenanigans (LYO 9-12)
» 4/8 - Yoga with Brook @ 6:30
e 4/22 - Scavenger Hunt @ 6:30

» 5/3 - Senior Recognition @ 10:00

Confirmation
e 4/1 - No Confirmation

o (Attend Holy Week Services)
e 4/8 - Classes Resume @ 7:00
* End of Year Wrap Up 4/29 @ 6:30 pm

Sunday School

» 4/5 - No School - Happy Easter
e 5/3 - Finally Sunday @ 9:00

o Kids Sing @ 10:00

o Family Fellowship Meal @ 11:00

;

Join us for Finally Sunday, the final Sunday of our church school
year—a day full of celebration, gratitude, and community!
We'll begin with Sunday School at 9, followed by kids singing
during worship at 10. We'll recognize our seniors and take time to
thank our incredible volunteers who make this ministry special.

After worship, everyone is invited to stay for a Family Fellowship
meal & treats as we celebrate a wonderful year together!



Thank you to everyone for your helping hands. We apologize if we missed

FROM THE

anyone, know that you are all appreciated!

Thank you Kristina Moen, Michele Burger, Brandon LaRoque, Angie Laxdal, Mindy Stavetig,
Angie Muhs, Melissa Berger & Trinity Bohlman for leading each of the lenten meals.

Thank you to all the confirmation students and families for preparing and serving meals!

Thank you Bridget & Summer Pearson for taking care of the First Communion lunch.
Thank you Robyn Bohlman for preparing and helping First Communion students make communion bread.
Thank you Bridget Pearson & Carrie Herrig for helping lead Sunday School in March.

Everyone who brought pies for the WELCA pie sale during Fish Frys.
All the Men who put on the Fish Frys.

- ] i
WELCA News
Thank you to everyone who helped make our
Donut Day a success! We made
approximately 349 dozen donuts, all of them
were sold by the end of the weekend! From
those who helped in the kitchen, to everyone
who purchased, and everyone in between, ==,
THANK YOU!! A very special THANK YOU =
to Sandy Olson, Amy Bergeron and Heidi S
Strande for organizing all of it!

‘.
Thank you to American Crystal Sugar and the
p North Dakota Mill for their donations of sugar
and flour!

Special thank you to those who ordered Easter plants to beautify our sanctuary!

Roger & Dalene Jacobson —in memory of Derek Jacobson, Dale & Beth Grandstrand, Lowell & Helen Jacobson

Dobmeier Family — in memory of Della Eichhorst and Gwen Warnke

Berberich Family — in memory of Derek Jacobson, Dale & Beth Grandstrand, Lowell & Helen Jacobson

Mike & Julie Brorby — in memory of Don & Kathy Tufte, Glenn & Adeline Brorby

Craig & Deb Bohlman — in memory of Lloyd & Carmen Bohiman

Donna Gunderson — in memory of Kenny Plante, Orville Gunderson, John & Selma Gunderson, Margaret Plante and Morrie Plante
Sue Simon — in memory of Behrle Olson, Lee & Joyce Dierker

John & Robyn Bohlman — in memory of Harold Shimek, Lloyd & Carmen Bohlman
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COUNCIL MINUTES

St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Council Minutes from
February 11, 2026
Approved by Council on March 15™, 2026

In Attendance: Angie, Robyn, Pastor Chris, Claire, Wade, and Brandon and John Schumacher
Absent: Melissa Berger, Loreli Robinson and Trinity Bohlman
Call to Order: Meeting called to order by President Angie Muhs at 5:42 p.m.

Agenda Approval: The agenda was approved with an addition of updating the signers for bank accounts, which was added as #9. A motion
was made by Robyn, 2" by Wade to approve the agenda as modified, MC.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes were approved with no changes by Wade, 2" by Brandon, MC.

Financial Reports: Reviewed the following reports: The council reviewed the Special Giving report, General Income-Expense vs. Budget, Bank
Account Balances and All Team Expense Report. A motion was made by Robyn, 2" by Wade, to accept reports as presented. MC.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Chris
Some highlights from Pastor Chris report:
There will be a meeting at University Lutheran on March 22" to affirm nominees for the Bishop position. The nomi-
nees are Pastor Amy Eisenmann and Bishop Tessa.
PC has had requests for a Lenten Easter bible study
PC had his 1* virtual Sunday to due to a storm
First Communion is scheduled for Palm Sunday, March 24",
Pastor Chris asked for permission to use up to $100 from the Thrivent Choice Account to purchase books for the East-
er Bible Study.
This request was approved by the council with a unanimous vote.
Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich

LYO/Youth Team: Michele Berger and Trinity Bohlman
Education: Open

Fellowship: Open

Outreach: Lorelie Robinson

Properties: Brandon

Worship: Robyn Bohlman

Men In Mission:

WELCA:

Food Pantry: Mary Mitchell

Old Business-

Blood pressure check update:
A specific date will be decided for sometime in March
Christus Rex Serving Update:
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COUNCIL MINUTES

3.

A. March 15™ is the date that St. Matthews will be serving supper following the church service at Christus
Rex. The plan is to prepare for 25-30 people.
Annual Meeting Updates:
B. Next Vote
C. Budget Updates

New Business-

1.

2.

Noisy Offerings:
A. March-General Fund
Welcome to new council members:
A. Discuss meeting times with new council members

. Open council Position

A. Treasurer
I. A motion was made by Robyn, 2" by Wade, to accept the nomination of John Schumacher as
Treasurer for the next calendar year of 2026. MC

B. Fellowship-TBD

C. Education-TBD

. Midco Upgrade:

A. Midco was upgraded in Janaury 2026 to more gb’s, which was welcomed by all

. Cole Paper account/payment-Brandon/Michelle

A. It was determined that Michelle can use her credit card to pay for these supplies.

. Technology needs and Updates

A. Possible creatin of a tech team
I. Some discussion occurred about how to fill this team when there are openings still within the
council and and administrative. Discussion was tabled to future meetings

B. Website Update

C. Social Media

D. Church Directory
I. b, c and d were tabled for more indepth discussion

. New Members (outreach and Pastor Chris)

A. Planning for New Member Sundays
B. Frequency, Information Sessions
I. Pastor Chris will set a couple Sundays for New Member Sunday and will work with Loreli.

. Damon Pearson-American Legion

A. Damon and Mr. Sell asked the church council whether the Thompson American Legion could purchase
land from the church located just west of the church. They presented their plans for the land, which
would be used as a Veterans Memorial Site. The council will continue discussion on this request. If the
council approves moving forward, the proposal will then be brought before the congregation for a vote.

. Addition to change signer on bank accounts:

A. Claire Herland, Council Secretary, will draft a letter stating that the council approved the change of au-
thorized signers:
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COUNCIL MINUTES

Removing Kristie Adams as Treasurer and adding John Schumacher
Adding Angie Muhs as a signer for the checking accounts

The next council meeting is set for Sunday, March 15" following church.

Motion to adjourn by Robyn, 2nd by Wade, MC. Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Claire cfterland , Council Secretary

Welcome to worship

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
All services live on our YouTube Channel (701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 (701) 599-2081

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP
Pastor: Chris Friese stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
Administrative Assistant: Chris Moore stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com
Council President: Angie Muhs AMuhs@anewtherapy.net
Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com
Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland80@gmail.com
Council Treasurer: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58278@gmail.com
Outreach Team Lead: Lorelei Robinson Imoore317@gmail.com
Fellowship Team Lead: OPEN
Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque blaroque@hotmail,com
Education Team Lead: OPEN
Youth Team Lead: Michele Berger & Trinity Bohlman
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40 Anyone can be an usher, reader, Happy Birthday in April
%  communion server, or acolyte.

Canyou help?

okt

S
. 1 Brooke Grey
APV'J/ MC [9 2 Tandon Geatz
Trinity Bohlman Family Justin & Amy Bergeron Family 3 Kasey Munson, Kara Welke
4  Benjamin Hippen, Veda Schultz
Nate & Bre Berberich Family Roger & Sharon Gustafson J PP
5 Tracie Ivesdal
Blake & Gretchen Guetter Family Roy & Sandy Olson
6  Gary Welsh
Mark & Beth Kurz Family Linda Schumacher .
7 Junell Hjelmstad, Scott Peterson
Derek & Stacy Plautz Famil i
y y Chuck & Kara Welker Family 8 Lydia Holien, Krista Thom
Brandon & Delayn Wojciechowski Jen Ellingson Family 9 Caroline iR
Famil : :
y 10 Jerod Lupien, Stacie Moen; Nancy
Dave & Beth Lopez Family Jon & Junell Hjelmstad Morgan, Ashley Wiskow
Brad & Sara Derosier Family David & Kim Lagge Family Claire Herland

Brandy Wilson
Brian Muhs, Chase Rekkedal

Jason & Kaylee Breidenbach Family

Elise Belle

! All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran . . .
Kaitlin Atkinson, Justin Bergeron,

NBIBLE STUDY = Church are welcome to attend Charla Pedesrson, Shayla Rekkedal

2 VI Women'’s Bible Study Ryan Broyles, Evelyn Phillips

S . - Ava Anderson, Julie Brorby, Mandy
Marcelin, Stacy Plautz, Tressa Set-
ness

Cody Wilson

Monday, April 20th at 10:00 am

Trinity Bohlman

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s
men gather on Sunday mornings at
was ho Easter” -dordon Hinckley for a chance to chat, drink coffee and
learn together. Their topics of discus-
sion vary! All are always welcome to
join them.
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April 2026

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

6:30pm Maundy
Thursday Service

3

6:30pm Good Friday
Service

5)

gam Men in Mission

10am Easter Worship

6

Church office
closed

For holiday

7

g9am Quilting

8

6:30pm LYO

7pm Confirmation

10

11

12

9 am Sun School
9 am Men in Mision
10 am Worship

11:15 Church Council

13

7pm Quilting

14
gam Quilting

9:30 am GF Conf

11am Food Pantry

15

7pm Confirmation

16

Joint Theological
Day w/fellowship

Newsletter dead-
line

17

18

19

gam Men in Mission
10am Worship

11:15am New Mem Ori-
ent/Lunch

1:30 Julie Brorby Recital

20

10am Bible study

7pm Quilting

21

9am Quilting

22

6:30pm LYO

7pm Confirmation

23

24

25
11:45 Feed My
Starving Chil-

dren Event

e  Siewert
Baptism

26

gam Itty Bitty
g9am Sunday School
g9am Men in Mission

10am Worship

27

7pm Quilting

28

g9am Quilting
6pm Food Pantry

29

30




