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The Messenger

Dean Gt. Matl’ s friends,

| am writing this on March 20, and it is the first day of Spring. It feels like spring. There has been an uptick
in birdsong in the morning and warmth in the afternoon and so little snow this winter that the grass is
actually starting to show some signs of greening.

The word “Lent” is an Anglo-Saxon word for “lengthen” and refers to the lengthening days of Spring. |
think about the season of Lent, and how it has us walking with Jesus toward betrayal and the cross and has
us on our knees praying with him, “Thy will be done” even as he and we face death--and on the face of it,

it doesn’t feel that “spring like.” But it is. Because God’s will is always for our ultimate good, even through .
a bloody cross on that “Good” Friday. Easter is coming.

Times of uncertainty can feel like winter fog or “wilderness wandering,” a time when you just want the \
unpleasantness of not knowing to let up. In times of uncertainty, it is hard to believe that it will ever be ¥
different, that the fog will lift and the sun will return. It is hard to feel Jesus leading us. But he is. While we

" shiver and wait for our cars to warm up, or while we wander around wondering what’s next and how ‘ y

. things will work out, we remind ourselves that this will not last forever, and we hang on for spring and for 2
God’s plan to become clear.

For me and for St. Matt’s, the season is changing. As you can see from my letter included here (also sent
out as an email to the congregation), my time as your interim pastor is starting to wind down. Last Sunday, ) \‘
" Good Shepherd Lutheran in Decorah, IA voted to call me as their next pastor. | believe this is a call from

/. God. My last Sunday at St. Matthew’s will be May 18.

| truly feel led and called to Good Shepherd, but it will be hard to leave the wonderful community of St.
Matt’s, especially without another pastor in place. Questions swirl about who will lead and how the church
will be cared for. Uncertainty is no fun. Brian and | have a lot of uncertainties on our end too—regarding
selling and buying houses, finding employment for Brian, summer jobs for our kids, etc. We are doing a lot
of praying.

| like plans, and | get anxious when | don’t know what’s coming, and there has been a lot of uncertainty in
the past 6 years since my last settled call. But in retrospect, God’s faithfulness is so clear. God has provided
f for me and our family every step of the way, leading us through seasons and chapters | did not anticipate. |
‘\ never set out to be a hospice chaplain, but my four years doing that work taught me so much about deep
A I|sten|ng, respect, and the temporary nature of this life. God was faithful in leading me to St. Matt’s in
March of 2022. | was thinking | was just going to help you out with Lent that year. God had other plans,

‘ leading me back to you all in January of 2023. Now here we are worshiping our way through our FOURTH
‘ lent together. And what a gift this time with you all has been! | am so thankful! | believe God brought us
s together for this season, and | trust that God will take care of St. Matt’s in the future.

[

- .

In this time of uncertainty, for you and for me, remember the lesson of the seasons. God is faithful. Even in
‘ deep winter fog and snowstorms, God’s wondrous Earth keeps tilting and spinning on its axis, giving us a
~ sweet ride around that sun. Hang on and let God work. Trust that Jesus will lead us through, God will
sustain us, and the new life of Easter is on its way.
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St., Thompson, ND 58278
www.stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

701-599-2081

March 20, 2025

My dear St. Matthew’s friends,

Last Sunday, on March 16, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Decorah, lowa voted to call me as their next settled
pastor. | plan to accept that call. My last Sunday serving as interim pastor of St. Matthew’s will be May 18.

For many of you, this will not come as a surprise. We have been open about our intent to relocate after our son’s
graduation last spring. That’s why after three years with you all | am still your interim pastor and why St. Matt’s has
an active call committee ready to interview pastoral candidates. We have all been living in an “in-between time” for
a while now.

In another sense, my time at St. Matt’s has not really felt like an interim call, given the length of time we’ve been
working and worshiping together and the depth of connections | have developed with many of you. | have great
affection for this community and investment in your ministry. | am very thankful for the time we have had together,
and | will miss you individually and as a church. | will say more about that in the days to come. For now, you may
have some questions.

You may be curious, “Why lowa?” Well, Decorah is way up in the Northeast corner of lowa. This move will bring us
much closer to our kids and family on both Brian and my side. Also, we have roots in this community. Decorah is
home to Luther College, my beloved alma mater. Brian also has ties here as his great grandpa was once a pastor at
a different congregation in town and his grandpa grew up in Decorah. Most importantly, through the interview
process it became clear that Good Shepherd is an excellent fit for my values and skills. It felt right. With much
prayer and discussion, Brian and | were convinced that this is a call from God.

You may be even more curious about who will provide pastoral leadership for St. Matthew’s after | leave. | wonder
about that too. | know the call committee stands ready to interview any available pastoral candidates and are
waiting for names. Unfortunately, there is a shortage of pastoral candidates, and the timing is not in our hands. We
continue to pray. In the meantime, the synod office will work alongside the St. Matthew’s Council to either find
another interim or to provide suggestions for pulpit supply. We also have strong lay leaders in Carrie Herrig and
Scott Kuster who can fill in from time to time. The council is strong and has been preparing for this possibility.

In short, | am leaning on faith, and hoping you will too. | am trusting that just as God is making a way for Brian and |
God will also make a way for St. Matthew’s to move into the future with confidence and joy. This community is
strong and resilient and has a vital mission in Thompson and beyond. | believe in you!

| know | will be shedding some tears in the weeks to come but | am trying to hold them at bay for now and save my
goodbyes for May. We still have some ground to cover together in the next couple of months. There is the end of
Sunday School, confirmation and senior recognition and right now we are deep in the heart of Lent. Let us continue
our Lenten journey, walking with Jesus, praying with Jesus, serving and loving like Jesus, daily dying and rising to life
and hope and new possibilities with Jesus by our side.

Thankful to be on this stretch of the journey with you,

Interim Pastor Kristen Larsen-Schmidt
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Lent 2025

Lent 2025
at St. Matt's The Lord’s Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer Worship on Wednesdays at 6:30
Soup Suppers at 5:15

Confirmation students—during lent your attendance and participation at worship takes the place
of class. Plan to come each week please.

Wed April 2: “Give us this Day our Daily Bread”
Soup: 7" grd | Worship Assistants: LYO | Readers/actors: LYO

Wed April 9: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”
Soup: LYO | Worship Assistants: 7™ grd girls | Readers/Actors: All 6th grd

Maudy Thursday (April 17) “A New commandment | give to you...”
No supper. Worship at 6:30 with a special Celebration of Holy Communion

Good Friday (April 18) “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil”
No Supper. Interactive Worship for all ages at 5:30

Easter Sunday (April 20): “For thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, forever and
ever. Amen!”
Festival Worship at 10 am! Christ is risen. He is Risen Indeed. Alleluia!

Rl B\ S\ o

LET'S TIP OUR HATS TO THEM!

RECOGNITION SUNDAY
FOR ALL GRADUATES

MAY 4, 2025 DURING
YOUTH LED WORSHIP

::"“at’s d Wrap( \%:

) |

) |

Wednesday Apr“ 20 If you havg a senior who would like to be recpgnized
6:30 - 8:15 during our youth Sunday, please email
W G P breberberich@gmail.com, with a senior picture and
Review, Games & Treat! what their future plans are.

“T KNOW THE PLANS T HAVE FORYOU” - TEREMIAH 29:11
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Sunday School & Confirmation Updates

RECRUITING T80 !
VOLUNTEERS "
NOW! é ’
AN > (Celebration
DATES & | "Do this in Memory of Me"
REGISTRATION | 4
R bt 100t I Wi gy COMING IN e Communion Retreat
APRIL - 4 Sunday April 6
VBS 2025 - True North -, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
"Trusting Jesus in a Wild World" | _
- Registered students can watch
Trusting Jesus in a Wild World. We'll take our kids on the their email for more details.

ultimate Alaskan adventure where the northern lights )
: . : - s : Have questions?
shine over majestic mountains, racing rivers, and o tact Bre.Basbatich

sparkling glaciers. As we trek the tundra, we'll know that Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

: : : 701-740-3207 or
|
Jesus is a faithful friend we can always trust! BISE B Hchogndl s

Confirmation
Reminders 2

Students are reminded to complete & track -
in their folders their worship notes, service I
hours & worship assisting.

12 Worship Notes
5 Service Hours
3 Worship Assists
If you have not kept track, please check in

with your teacher or Bre to see where you
are at.

St Matthew's qo
MEETS CONFIRMATION

FUN NIGHT
APRIL 23 | 6:30-8:10 pM

[ACO IN A BAG WITH ACTIVITIES

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

INTERESTED IN HELPING?
CONTACT BRE 701-740-3207
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Palm Sunday - April 13

Sunday School Palm Procession
Easter Egg Fun & Kids Singing
at9 am at10 am

G




ITTY BITTY
Believers | v n “ T “ X

Sunday May 4 | 10 am

e Last day of Sunday School @ 9 am
e Youth Service @ 10 am

97 April | 9:15-9:45

: : CONYNA
> Recognize our Seniors 7007/\7’2?30#5%5
> : 32
| Children aged 0-3 are invited to bring © Recognize our Volunteers 0z
their parent to the nursery to learn about 7 g :
the love of Jesus. We will be teaching from e Fellowship Lunch following the service!

astorybook and all attendees will receive z
board book to bring home.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Call Committee Update

The St. Matthew's Ministry Site Profile (MSP) and the open full-time Pastoral position remains ac-
tive. The Call Committee also remains active in our preparation for candidate reviews and inter-
views, both remotely and in-person. The next steps include identifying and recruiting candidates and
conducting multiple interviews. Word is officially out that we are searching for a Pastor, and the
Synod office is helping in the search for candidates. For now, our best tool is PRAYER. We pray for
our congregation to remain patient, unified, and steadfast in our faith. We pray for the Call Com-
mittee to remain strong in faith and vigilant, ready to take action when necessary. And we pray for

our next Pastor, that the Lord will prepare his heart and open her ears to hear the call to come lead
us at St. Matthew's.

Many thanks for the committee members, the council, and the congregation for providing your
time, talents, and inputs throughout this process thus far.

With patience, prayer and faith,
The Call Committee
Derek Plautz (chair), Cheryl Widman, Wade Strande,
John Schumacher, Jonathan Muhs, Trish Mikelson, Gary Welsh

We are seeking a Part-time Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper (up to 28 hours

a week; non-benefitted; hourly) to join the St.Matthew's team. Position descrip-

WE ARE tion is posted on our website. Please, help us recruit qualified

HIRING! candidates by letting your friends and family know about this position.

Interested candidates who wish to receive more information may reach out to the

Council President, Angie Muhs at bamuhs@yahoo.com . The position will remain
open until filled.
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mailto:bamuhs@yahoo.com

Thank you to everyone for your helping hands. We apologize if we missed Frommis

anyone, know that you are all appreciated! M i

« Thank you to all our soup and bar makers and servers during lent

« Thank you to all the youth and adults who read, served, and acted in our Lenten
Services

« Thank you to the musicians who helped lead our Holen Evening Prayer for Wednesday Lenten
worship

« Thank you to the amazing Men’s club for putting on phenomenal Fish Fry

« Thank you to the sweet WELCA women who provided pie at the Fish Fry

« Thank you Gary Welsh for plowing our driveway and Brandon LaRoque for salting

« Thank you to our faithful tech crew who enable us to worship together and to share our service
with others

St Matthew's Lutheran Church [EEUSEEEEECIRTE]

join us @
A HOLY WEEK
E?f}e' U

]OI“

}e ower

LOY %lnlan ever. ALY

Maundy Thursday
at 6:30 pm

‘A New Commandment I give

to you..”

Celebration of Holy Communion
w b g

~ Y ApRILIS
= ‘ Good Friday
at 5:30 pm

e “Lead us not into temptation &
120, 2025 . i
but deliver us from evil

10:00AM Interactive Worship for all ages
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D COTINC AT MIDDN LR ES

Spring has Sprung!

With the arrival of spring comes new life, fresh adventures, and exciting opportunities. Here at St. Matthew'’s,
we, too, are embracing change and new possibilities.

By now, most of you have read Pastor Kristen’s heartfelt letter to our congregation, sharing her plans for the
future. We extend our warmest congratulations to her on receiving a new call in Decorah—a wonderful oppor-
tunity that brings fresh experiences and blessings. We are grateful for her faithful leadership and wish her every
success in this new chapter.

As we prepare for this transition, we invite you to join us in prayer. Change can be both exciting and challeng-
ing, and we are committed to discerning the best path forward for our congregation. We have been blessed by
Pastor Kristen’s long-term interim leadership, and we are actively working on both temporary and long-term
solutions for our pastoral needs.

Please keep our call committee, the call process, and the entire St. Matthew’s community in your prayers. To-
gether, with faith and unity, we will continue the great work of our church.

Blessings,
Angie Muhs, Council President

Financial Summary:

Financial Reports Summary January | February
2025 2025
e e e
General Giving Income - ¥YTD 59,261 | 519,895
General Giving Income - Month 59,261 | 510,634
Met Income - ¥TD ($2,681)| (55,106)
e e e e
General Giving Checking Account 526,362 | 524,105
Special Giving Checking Account 52,230 | 560,268
Line of Credit S0 50
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COTINC AT DNIN LT S

Council Meetings:

All are welcome to attend our church council meetings. They are typically held on the 2 nd
Sunday of every month following our church service. Our next scheduled meeting is April 13 th at
11:15a.m.

Open Council Positions:

We are still seeking a person to lead our LYO (Lutheran Youth Organization). If you are
interested, please visit with our council President, Angie Muhs or Pastor Kristen.
know who might be interested.

Noisy Offering:
Thank you to everyone who brings their noisy (and quiet) change to fill the noisy cups. April
donations will go “Bread for the World”.

Call Committee:

The call committee continues to work to find a pastor for St. Matthew’s and seeks names from
the congregation.
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uetwia Offering

@ This Easter season, April 12-May_18 as @
way of giving thanks and praise to God, we
F I s H will receive a special Alleluia Offering. An
/NN Alleluia Offering is an offering given in
MA F RY addition to our usual Sunday offering as a
way of reflecting our joy in the new life

f WETGh 14’ PRI O\ven to us in Jesus resurrection.
Give an additional offering this Easter

season! Perhaps you will give again your
Sunday or monthly offering, or some

‘Walleye, Baked Potatoes, :
‘Baked Beans, Coleslaw, April 11

- Drink&lIce Cream other amount that is reflective of you
' and your family. Whatever you choose

A will be an Alleluia of thanks!
Children under 5: Free HOW TO GNE AN ALLELU[A'

Two Fillets: $25 + Use QR code to give your Alleluia online through
Vanco.

« Drop an extra offering in the plate or mail to the
church. Be sure to memo it as Alleluia Offering!

Alternative Meals are available upon reques

Outreach News

It’s that time of year again to sign up for the Feed my Starving Children (FMSC)
Mobile Pack Event being held at Minnkota Power’s facility in Grand Forks on
Saturday, April 12! FMSC is a Christian non-profit organization that coordinates [JVA"A1\[&

the packaging and CH”DR[N

distribution of food to people in developing nations.

FEED MY

Every year, St. Matthew’s donates to this great cause, and members of the congregation gather
together to help pack food at the event.
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Anyone can be an usher, reader, Happy Birthday in ApriI!
communion server, or acolyte. o Aot

Canyou help?

ool sl

You can sign up to by scanning this

sistan QR code or you can sign up on the paper in
the entryway. 1 Brooke Grey
2 |andon Geatz
APV{/Z/ May 3 Kasey Munson, Kara Welke
Trinity & Halle Bohlman Justin & Amy Bergeron Family 4 Ben Hippen, Veda Schultz
Nate & Bre Berberich Family Roger & Sharon Gustafson 5 Tracie Ivesdal
Plale & Gretchen Guetter Family Roy & Sandy Olson : Jc-iuar:ZIIVeveHljser:mstad Scott Peterson
Mark & Beth Kurz Family Linda Schumacher :
Derek & Stacy Plautz Family Chuck & Kara Welke Family 9 caroline LaRoque

=
(=)

Brandon & Delayne Wojciechowski Family Jerod Lupien, Stacie Moen,

Jen Ellingson Family Nancy Morgan, Ashley Wiskow

Dave & Beth Lopez Family Jon & Junell Hjelmstad eties Fraferd

Brad & Sara Derosier Family David & Kim Lagge Family Brady Wilson
Jason & Kaylee Breidenbach Family Chase Rekkedal, Brian Muhs

Elise Belle

, Charla Peterson, Justin Bergeron,
All women of St. Matthew’s :
Shayla Rekkedal

Wm Lutheran Church are welcome to -
yan Broyles

A\BIBLE STUDY = attend Women’s Bible Study Ava Anderson, Julie Brorby,

| »

|

=\ Vet <o)/ SR Monday, April 21st at 10:00 am Stacy Plautz, Mandy Marcelin,
Tressa Setness
Cody Wilson

Trinity Bohlman

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s men gather on Sunday mornings at 9am
in the Fellowship Hall for a chance to chat, drink coffee and learn
together. Their topics of discussion vary, but new folks are always
welcome to join them.
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April 2025

Sun Mon

6 7

9am Men In Mission 7pm Quilting
9am Sunday School

10am Worship

11am First Communion

Retreat

6pm BIO Girls

13 14

9am Men In Mission 7pm Quilting
9am Sunday School

10am Palm Sunday Worship

11:15am Church Council

6pm BIO Girls

20 21

9am Men In Mission 10am Women'’s

Bible Study

w o ‘ 7pm Quilting

27 28
9am Men In Mission

10am Easter Sunday Worship

7pm Quilting
9am Sunday School

10am Worship
6pm BIO Girls
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Tue

1

9am Quilting

8

9am Quilting
11am Food Pan-
try

15

9am Quilting

22

9am Quilting
6pm Food Pantry

29

9am Quilting

Wed Thu Fri Sat

2 3 4 5

5pm Silent Bread
Auction

5:30pm Soup Supper
6:30pm Worship

9 10 11 12

5:30pm Soup Supper 5pm Fish  8am
6:30pm Worship Fry FEED MY

JIARVING

FISH IR
FRY

16 17 18 19

6:30pm Maundy 5:30pm
Thursday Good Friday

T PRy Service
nursda;
GOOD
FRIDAY
Newsletter Deadline
23 24 25 26

6:30pm LYO Fun Night

7pm Confirmation

30

7pm Confirmation



St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Welcome to worship

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Address service requested
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

All services live on our YouTube Channel

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 (701) 599-2081
ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP

Pastor: Kristen Larsen-Schmidt stmattspastor@midconetwork.com
Administrative Assistant: stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com
Bookkeeper: John Schumacher stmattsbookkeeper58275@gmail.com
Council President: Angie Muhs stmattspresident@gmail.com

Council Vice President: Wade Strande wstrande2020@gmail.com
Council Secretary: Claire Herland cherland@gra.midco.net

Council Treasurer: Kristie Adams kmadams4@rocketmail.com
Outreach Team Lead: Beth Kurz bkurz@undeerc.org

Fellowship Team Lead: Shannon Johnson shannonraye@hotmail.com
Properties Team Lead: Brandon LaRoque blaroque@hotmail.com
Education Team Lead: Lorelei Robinson Imoore31788@gmail.com
Youth And Family Coordinator: Bre Berberich breberberich@gmail.com
Youth Team Lead: Unfilled. Interested? Please talk with a council member!
Worship Team Lead: Robyn Bohlman rbohiman@invisimax.com
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