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The Messenger

Qean Gt. Matl’s Fuiends,

Happy Easter! Christ is risen! Alleluia!

| have been waiting all Lent to say that and so | am going to keep saying for a
while. After all, the Easter Season lasts until May 19! That’s a whole week of
Sundays to celebrate the resurrection!

We give this season so much time because there is so much to celebrate!

We rejoice that violence, sin and death did not have the last word in the
story of Jesus of Nazareth, but that he really was brought back to life by God to be Jesus the Christ, the Savior, the
one who makes new life possible for us too.

We do not have to wait to die to experience resurrection. Through faith we are always being made new. That is a

big theme we have seen this Lent as we have been moving through the book of Acts. The Spirit inspires and changes

people! Emboldens people to try things! And not just apostles long ago, people right here at St. Matt’s. When | think

about the lent we have shared, | am filled with thanksgiving.

¢ | am so thankful to Kay and Neil Lindell, Sonia Galegher, Brian Larsen-Schmidt, Carrie Herrig, Scott Kuster, Linda
Schmidt, Duane Naas and Mark Adams for their willingness to bravely share how God is at work in their lives in
our Lenten services. Amazing, moving stories. Thank you.

¢ | am thankful for all the kids (and a few adults) who acted out these stories for us. They make us proud!

¢ | am thankful for the tech crew and musicians who played and sang, even my very own son!

e | am thankful that St. Matt’s is the kind of grace-filled church where people CAN dare to try new things because
we know none of us is perfect. How freeing!

¢ | am thankful for the way God grows our community the kitchen fellowship of Lent—soup suppers and fish fries
that bring us together. Thank you Men in Mission, parents and kids and council members and pie bakers/
bringers! You have helped us connect with one another!

| am thankful for the mentors who sat down with our 8" graders and had meaningful conversations with them.
You are helping our kids learn how to live their faith!

o | am thankful to the 17 youth and adults e who came to the Breathe class | hosted on the 21**—Most of them
having never been to something like that before. You filled my cup!

e | am thankful for the teachers and leaders who helped our kids sing out their faith on Palm Sunday.

¢ | am thankful for the 12 kids and parents who participated in our Communion Orientation Retreat!

There is so much good happening! Every day as we show up and do life together, love one another, and commit to
growing and nurturing this community, we are giving our testimony, “Christ is alive!” Indeed. He is very much alive
in us and in this church, making us continually new. Alleluia!

If you also have gratitude for the gift of the resurrection and the goodness of this community, please join me in

giving a special GAlleluia Offeringé to St. Matthew@ Lutheran in this Easter season so we can continue to proclaim
to all the world:

Clhvuiat i Risen! Allelwia!!!, Pasten Kuisten
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Students are reminded
to complete:
12 Worship Notes
5 Service Hours
3 Worship Assisting

April 3rd we will hold a
Confirmation celebration night
for all the hard work during the
Lenten season. We will begin at
6:30 and end at 8:15. We will

have pizza, drinks and treats,
along with some fun games!

Regular classes
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Did vou know we take offering on Sunday mornings at Sunday

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt was held on Palm Sunday this year! 38
kids found eggs hid throughout the sanctuary and narthex! Thank
you to Mindy Staveteig, Bridget Pearson & Carrie Herrig for prepar-
ing our eggs for us and for all who helped quickly hide the eggs!

Kids received a snack mix symbolizing holy week!

The kids did a great job processioning in with their palm branches,
following Jesus! They did a great job singing for everyone! Thanks
to Derek Plautz for his acting skills!

Palm Sunday afternoon we held our First Communion Event, we

had a very exciting, interactive time with 14 youth who will receive
their first communion on Maundy Thursday! Congratulations to
them! Thank you to Pastor for creating the event, Dan Herrig for
his work and acting, Carly Berberich for her acting, Cheryl Arntz for
working with the kids to make communion bread to take home

and use the first night of communion!

School ? We do, so we can help support our programming!
Consider sending a small offering with your child to teach
them about giving to the church!
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Mark your calendars for
Sunday May 12!

Our Sunday £ h

ol kids and youth

are taking over the church and

presenting what Jve learned fj

this year anc

| \!
A8
| “!:”_ ' =

KIDS get ready to take deep dive into
an amazing undersea adventure where
we’ll experience the ever-flowing,
never-ending love of God.

Mark your calendars for
July 29-31!
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Communion Celebration

Maundy Thursday-March 28, 2024
Congraulations to Liam Berger, Addison Bruggeman, Brycen Faul,
Ryan Fretheim, Oliver LaRoque, Brandon Moen, Carson Rood,
Grace Burger, Morgan Derosier, Jaxon Fee, Greta Herrig,
Adam Moen, lzzy Ring, Christopher Staveteig
on their Communion Celebration!
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This Easter season, March 31
way of giving thanks and praise to G(;\c:, we
will receive a special Alleluia Offering. An
Alleluia On ering is an offerin g given in
addition to our usual Sunday offering as

way of ref lex._,ku g our joy In w} e new life
given to Us in Jesus' resurrection.

Give an additional offering this

,,,,, Easter
season! Perhaps you will give again your
Sunday or monthly offering, or some other
amount that is reflective of you and your
family. Whatever you choose will be an
Alleluia of thanks!

HOW TO GIVE AN ALLELUIA!

» Use QR code to give your Alleluia online through Vanco.
« Drop an extra offering in the plate or mail to the
church. Be sure to memo it as Alleluia Offering!

FEED MY

STARVING
CHILDREN

St. Matthew’s will be participating in the Feed
My Starving Children Event once again this
year. Our time slot for anyone who wants to
volunteer to pack meals is on Saturday, April
27 from 12:00 to 2:00 PM. We will be
providing a bus to transport the volunteers
into the packing location (Minnkota
Power Cooperative in Grand Forks). The bus
will leave the St. Matthew’s parking lot at
11:30 AM. We only have 30 spots available,
so please sign up as soon as possible if you
are interested. The sign-up sheet is located in
the entryway of St. Matthew’s.

WELCA News

$O ME/I’
Thank you to everyone @
who donated piesand < "= &
their time to help withthe g ©

pie sales during the Len-
ten Fish Frys. We were able to raise S 696!

WELCA donated $500 to the Thompson
After Prom party. Thank you to everyone
who voted for the donation. If you are not
receiving the WELCA emails or facebook
page updates, please reach out to Bridget
Pearson or Bre Berberich.

Watch for info on a spring meeting date!

Fellowship News

The Fellowship team is planning a
fun filled afternoon on April 21st,
2024. More details to come!
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Thank you to Scheels and the Alerus
Center for their donations of
supplies to the MenQ Fish Frys.




Baptism Orientation
Wed April 24, 5:30-6:30pm
For parents planning to have their child baptized at St. Matthew’s
in May or June. Baptismal sponsors (godparents), babies and
other children are also welcome. This class will be led by Pastor

Kristen.
Purpose: to introduce Lutheran under-standing of baptism and

Please call the office and let us know if you plan to attend
(701) 599-2081.

LYO News

Collection of Items for College Care Packages

The Outreach Team and LYO are teaming up to send some cheer to the college-age members of our
congregation. We would like help in collecting

items to include in the care packages. Dona-
Care paCkagGS tions are also welcome and will be used to
purchase additional items for the packages. If
for college students you would like to donate, please use the sign-
up sheet in the narthex of the church or con-
tact Beth Kurz or Dara Faul. All items must be
at the church by Sunday, April 7th. All dona-
tions will be collected by Sunday, April 7th.
The care packages will be prepared by the
Thompson community youth who participate

_ in LYO, as well as the members Outreach team
In Narthex or ema on April 13th and mailed out after that.

stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com
LYO Meeting Dates

[.)O Hougrov S college-qge el member Save the date for our next LYO meeting on
in need of some cheer or just a fun surprise? )
Our LYO and Outreach Teams are collaborating to Wednesday 10th at 6:30pm. We will be
prepare care packages for any college-age assembling college care packages.
members of our congregation. Future meeting dates will be:
April 24th and May 8th.

All women of St. Matthew’s

’
Lutheran Church are welcome to Women’s Bible Study Wm

Monday, April 15th at 10:00 am at the Church

#\BIBLE STUDY =
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Thank you to the 17 youth and adults who
came to the Breathe class | hosted on

March 21*—Most of them having never

been to something like that before. You
filled my cup!

Pasten Knistin
Thank you to all that helped provide Easter
f APPY flowers for our sanctuary.
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The Food Pantry is open If you or someone you know could use

during March on Tuesday, the assistance of the food pantry,

April 9th from please let them know, or come to the

11:00 am-1:00 pm and pantry during their open hours.

Tuesday, April 23rd, 6pm-8pm.
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Happy Birthday in April!

Brooke Grey

Thank you to everyone for your helping
hands. We apologize if we missed anyone, ol

know that you are all appreciated!

MOUSE

A big THANK YOU to all those who
helped with our first communion event,
especially Bre Berberich, Carrie Herrig,
Dan Herrig, Cheryl Arntz and Carly Berberich

Men in Mission and all those who volunteered and
helped make the Fish Fry’s a huge success!

Boy Scouts for collecting food for the food pantry

All of our wonderful worship helpers and musicians
throughout Lent and Holy Week

All of the women who donated pies for the Fish Fry’s
Brook Fretheim for taking pictures at our Communion
Celebration on Maundy Thursday

Sue Simon, Derek Plautz, Kinley Plautz, Lauren Plautz,
Hadley Plautz, Josh Faul, Morgan & Jonathan Muhs, Gary
Welsh, Emily Dobmeier, Kenny Dobmeier, Olive Dobmeier,
Levon Dobmeier, Carly Berberich, Bre Berberich, Brian &
Gracia Larsen-Schmidt for the beautiful Good Friday
service
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Landon Geatz, Cassandra Hovet
Kacey Munson, Kara Welke
Dena Hegg, Veda Schultz

Tracie Ivesdal

Gary Welsh
Scott Peterson, Junelle Hjelmstad
Carcline LaRogue

Stacie Moen, Earl Haugen, Jerod
Lupien, Nancy Morgan
LCilaeaieriand

Brady *Nilson, Christopher Deitz,
Alivia Wyatt

McKenzie Johnson

Danean Landa, Connor Praska
Brian Muhs
Elise Belle

Charla Peterson, Justin Bergeron,
Kaitlin Atkinson

Scott Landa, Jakob Starcevic, Mack
Starcevic

Haven Deitz, Ryan Broyles

Ava Anderson, Julie Brorby, Stacy
Plautz

Cody Wilson
Trinity Bohlman

Isabelle Kadrmas

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s
men gather on Sunday mornings at
9am in the Fellowship Hall for a
chance to chat, drink coffee and
learn together. Their topics of
discussion vary, but new folks are
always welcome to join them.



COUNCIL MINUTES

A Note from your Church Council:

What a beautiful Lenten season we had together. We are truly blessed to have such active and engaged youth in
our congregation. Our LYO and Confirmation students did such an amazing job with the Wednesday evening
services and Soup Suppers. The Council did an excellent job too!

The Friday Fish Frys put on by our Men in Mission were fantastic. From the food to the fellowship these are such
wonderful community events. And let’s not leave out the women of WELCA who always had a beautiful and tasty
array of pies available.

Finally, Pastor Kristen who tirelessly worked to provide us with interactive and meaningful worship services all
Lenten season. You filled our cups and truly brought the season to life in so many ways. We are so blessed by your
leadership, preaching and your teaching.

We thank Pastor and everyone who came together to make this such a special time for all of us. As we now move
into the Easter Season, continue to give thanks and praise God for all he has done and continues to do for us.

Church Council News

Below, you will find a current summary of our Finances and updates impacting the entire congregation.

Summary of Finances

Financial Reports Summary January February
2024 2024

General Giving Income - YTD $18,523 $20,789
General Giving Income - Month $10,860 $9,929
Net Income - YTD SO $35,072
General Giving Checking Account $25,790 $21,285
Special Giving Checking Account $49,041 $49,299
Line of Credit SO SO

Church Council Treasurer, Kristie Adams had these noteworthy items to share with the Council and the
Congregation:
e Since the start of the year, General Giving has been down, and we are experiencing a $4,700 deficit.
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Updates

Charting the Course for the rest of the year

During our March meeting, the Council spent time discussing areas of focus for the remainder of the year. Key
areas will be preplanning Church activities, building efficient processes, updating our bylaws, and increasing
congregational involvement.

We plan to achieve many of these items by taking part in a Council Retreat before summer. Other goals we
have for the retreat will be developing core values and our strongest missional tugs. All this work is designed to
ensure we are leading the congregation in its mission, staying on top of financial and property matters and
following the constitution.

Giving Thanks and Praising God: Our Alleluia Offering

The Council is grateful to be in fellowship with you and we thank you for how you give your time, talents, and
financial gifts to St. Matthew’s. This allows us to do the work Christ has called us to do. However, since the start
of the New Year financial giving has been down from last year and we are currently sitting with a deficit.

On Palm Sunday, your Treasurer, Kristie Adams, and | kicked off our Alleluia Offering. This is a special offering
given during the Easter Season, March 31-May 12 as a way of giving thanks and praise to God. An Alleluia Offer-
ing is a one-time offering given in addition to our usual Sunday offering.

We thank you in advance for your gracious support and this additional financial support will help us keep the
spirit of service alive, as Christ has called us to do.

Closing thoughts from your President

On Tuesday, April 2 | will be meeting with Pastor Brad from the Eastern North Dakota Synod Office to begin the
Call Process and activate our Call Committee. This will be an opportunity for me to learn more about the pro-
cess and the level of support we receive from the Synod Office.

The Council is grateful to the members of our congregation we asked to put their names forward to serve on
the Call Committee and we look forward to officially announcing who will be filling these important roles soon.
An Orientation for the committee and an Installation Service will soon follow the announcement.

The Council and Call Committee will be as transparent as we can during the weeks and months ahead. If you
have questions, please ask. If you have concerns, please share them openly and graciously with us. We know
this may feel like a time of uncertainty as formal plans aren’t fully in place. Please rest assured your Council is
on top of things and working hard to move us forward.

| encourage you to stay connected to what is happening at St. Matthew’s via our Facebook and Instagram
pages, the church website, and of course through announcements made during Sunday service.

We invite all members of St. Matthew’s to attend our Council meetings which generally will be held the second
Sunday of every month. Our next meeting will take place on Sunday, April 14 following worship. Approved
meeting minutes will be made available upon request.

It is truly a blessing to be in fellowship and service with all of you. Thank you for taking the time to read this
information.

Respectfully submitted on the behalf of the Church Council by Carrie Herrig, Council President
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April 2024

Sun

7

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship
5:45pm BIO Girls

14

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship
11:15am Council
5:45pm BIO Girls

21

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship
5:45pm BIO Girls

28

9am Men In Mission
9am Sunday School
10am Worship
12pm Piano Recital
5:45pm BIO Girls

Mon

1
7pm Quilting

8
7pm Quilting

15
10am Womens Bible Study

7pm Quilting

22
7pm Quilting

29
7pm Quilting
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Tue

2

9am Quilting

9

9am Quilting
11am Food Pantry

16

9am Quilting

23
9am Quilting

6pm Food Pantry

30

9am Quilting

Wed

3

6:30pm Confirma-
tion

10

7pm Confirmation

17

5:30pm Baptism
Orientation
7pm Confirmation

24

7pm Confirmation

Thu Fri
4 5
11 12

18 Newsletter 19
Deadline

25 26

Sat

13

20

27 Feed
My

Starving
Children



St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Welcome to worship
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. Address service requested

Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
All services live on our YouTube Channel
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Saint Matthew@ Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 (701) 599-2081
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