
Summer Worship Series: S is for Salt 

August 9, 2026 | 10:00 am 
 

PRELUDE                    Grace McHugo 

   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

ST. MATTHEW’S MISSION STATEMENT 

P: People of St. Matthew’s, what is our purpose? 

C: The congregation of St. Matthew’s exists to receive  

and share the love of Jesus.  

P: And what is our Mission Statement?  

C: Connect people to Jesus, each other and  

their purpose in Christ. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen.  

 

P: Let us confess our sin to God.  

P: Compassionate God, 

C: We confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy,  

and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you.  

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell  

in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  

 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are  weary and are carrying  

heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God,  

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven.  

Rest in God’s love. 

C: Amen 

 

HYMN OF THE MONTH:                 “Gather Us In”                        ELW 532 

 

*SHARING OF THE PEACE  



P: The peace of the Lord be with you all.   

C: And also with you.  

(please use these words or others to greet one another with God’s peace) 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you.  

P: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. 

C: Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, 

and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

KIDS TIME 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 19:15-17; 24-26 

15 When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Get up, take your wife and 

your two daughters who are here, or else you will be consumed in the punishment of 

the city.” 16 But he lingered, so the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters 

by the hand, the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and left him 

outside the city. 17 When they had brought them outside, they[a] said, “Flee for your 

life; do not look back or stop anywhere in the plain; flee to the hills, or else you will 

be consumed.” Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from 

the Lord out of heaven, 25 and he overthrew those cities and all the plain and all the 

inhabitants of the cities and what grew on the ground. 26 But Lot’s wife, behind him, 

looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 

Psalm 85:8-13 
 

8 I will listen to what the LORD | God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn  

their | hearts to you. 

 9 Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell | in our land. R 

 10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together; 

  righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. 

 11 Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look | down from heaven. 

 12 The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity, 

  and our land will | yield its increase. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2019&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-475a


 13 Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD 

  and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R 

SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15 
 

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person 

who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith 

says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ 

down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 

dead). 8 But what does it say? 

 “The word is near you, 

  in your mouth and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with 

the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will 

be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 

Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 

to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As 

it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

 

L: Word of God, word of life.   C: Thanks be to God. 

 

ACCLAMATION OF THE WORD:    Lord I Lift your Name on High      ELW 857 

GOSPEL READING:  Matthew 14:22-33 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the Fourteenth chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the 

Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the 

crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 

there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, 

for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward 

them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 



terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus 

spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 

water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 

and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, 

and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached 

out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 

doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat 

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

P: The gospel of the Lord.     C: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

MESSAGE:   Pastor Chris Friese 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:                 “I Love to Tell the Story”            ELW 661 

 

NICENE CREED  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

P: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need. 

 

RESPONSE TO PETITIONS:       P:  Merciful God, C:  Receive our prayer.    

OFFERING 

 

Kids are invited forward to come help with noisy offering! Noisy offering for the month 

of August has been designated to “Christus Rex UND.” We give thanks for all the ways 

the people of St. Matthew’s are an offering to St. Matt’s and the wider church.  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN              “Change my Heart, O God”        ELW 801 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

P: Let us pray. 

P: Blessed are you, O God, 

C: For waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and winepresses, for our labor 

and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land. Transform us and what we offer 

into the banquet of your compassion, serving your love without limits through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P: The Lord be with you.  C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your heart.   C: We lift them to the Lord 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*WORDS OF PROMISE and LORD’S PRAYER 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

COMMUNION SONG:              “Beautiful Savior ”                       ELW 838 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P: Let us pray. 

P: Compassionate God, 

C: Through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. Amen.  

 

BLESSING  

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN           “Go My Children With My Blessing”          ELW 543 

Kids are invited forward to play musical instruments 

DISMISSAL:  

P: Go in peace, share the good news!  

C: Thanks be to God.   

 

 

Welcome to Worship 

• Visitors, we are glad you are here! If you are interested in becoming a member at St. 

Matthew’s, please talk to Pastor Chris or call the church office. 701-599-2081 



• Thank you to our worship assistants today: music, tech help, readers, and ushers. If 

you can assist please sign up on our webpage or talk to our church office.                                

• All are welcome at the Lord’s table. If you prefer gluten free wafers, please indicate 

to the server.  It is all grape juice.  Children will receive a blessing. 

• If you know of someone in need of prayer or pastoral visitation, please contact 

Pastor Chris or the church office after receiving that person’s permission. 

• All Sunday Services are live streamed, recorded and are available 

on our website stmatthewslutheranchurch.org by clicking on Church 

YouTube Channel. 

• Thank you for your financial support toward our shared ministry. 

You may make offerings in person, by mail, through our webpage or 

by scanning this QR code. Our Noisy Offering for August is going to “Christus 

Rex UND” 

Prayer concerns: Lisa Hall, daughter of Donna, Doris & Robbin McMorran, Tom 

Lundgren, Roger Gustafson; and all those we name in our hearts and minds, let us lift 

them up in prayer this week. 

 

This Week at St. Matt’s   

Monday, Monday August 10 

• 7pm – Quilting 

Tuesday, August 11 

• 9am – Quilting 

• 11am – Food Pantry 

Sunday, August 16:  

• Pr. Chris @ Family Gathering 

o Call 218-443-3339 for 

Pastoral Needs 

• 9am – MIM 

• 10am – Worship 

Sunday, August 23:  

W is for Whirlwind (Job 40:6-10) 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay in the loop! Remember 
to “Like” St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church and WELCA 
on Facebook and Instagram! 
 

Worship Assistants Needed! 

Anyone can be an usher, reader, communion 

server, or acolyte. Easily sign up by scanning this 

QR code with your phone camera, on the church 

website or the sheet in the entry way! 

 



ST. MATTHEW'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278   

    (701)599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

 

    PASTOR Christopher Friese                  ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

    stmattspastor@midconetwork.com          stmattsadmin@midconetwork.com                     

    Phone: 218-443-3339                              Phone: 701-599-2081 
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