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And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”-Isaiah  6:8 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,      

Can you feel it?  The cooler evenings, the sun setting a bit earlier?  Have you seen or heard 

the combines in the field?  We are in the midst of changing seasons.  For some of us, we 

welcome the chance to put on a sweatshirt and jeans, to gather under the Friday night 

lights, to be back in the rhythm of school and work and we enjoy the consistency that fall 

brings.  For others, we are mourning the loss of our freed up schedules, of warmth, of flip 

flops and lake views.  Whether or not we are ready, a new season is upon us.  It is here to 

welcome us in and offers us a chance to do something new or different. 

I wanted to take a minute to invite you to some new happenings this fall...whether you are 

looking for a new way to connect at church, or a new way to feed your soul we have 

something for you. 

This fall we will be starting a small group ministry. The Mission Support Team has heard your 

request for opportunities to get to know others in a smaller setting and will be offering some 

small groups beginning in October.  We are also starting a Spontaneous Choir.  You are    

invited to join us on Spontaneous Choir Sundays at 9 am to learn the music of that morning, 

and then sing at worship at 10 am.  Whether you can make one Spontaneous Choir or you 

have so much fun you make them all, we invite you to join us. 

We also have some ongoing  ministry opportunities that I welcome you to try.  Men in       

Mission meets on Sunday mornings at 9 am for a chance to have great conversation and 

learning together. Wine, Women and the Word, WELCA Bible Study, and Sisters of Strength all 

meet once a month at different times (check the church calendar) for a time of Bible 

Study, encouragement, and fellowship.  DIGG (Delighting in God’s Grace) is our adult      

education co-ed offering that happens once a month where we can learn together and 

often has guest speakers to teach us new things. 

All the Teams would welcome new members and new ideas for their teams.  All Team 

meets every other month and there are 7 different teams that you could choose from to 

get involved (Outreach, Education, Properties, Worship, Fellowship, Mission Support, Youth).   

However you choose to get involved, I hope you do.  I am so thankful that you are a part of 

the ministry here, and we are blessed to have you as a part of our church family! May this 

fall be a season of blessing and may your cups of life be filled to overflowing! 

Grace and peace- 
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D a y  C a m p / V B S  

Red Willow Vacation Bible School Day Camp was a hit! Thank you for everyone who 
came to enjoy the fun we had a wonderful turnout with lots of fun!  The Education Team 
wants to thank you for all of the donations for Vacation Bible School along with Sunday 
School Supplies. We are overwhelmed with all of the support you have offered for our 
children! 



 

 

L o v i n g  N e i g h b o r s  

Teen Class Offered 
This fall Pastor Amy will be 
offering a class on Weds nights 
for 8th-12th Graders that will 
help teens have a better 
understanding of God, 
themselves, and money, and how 
it all works together!  The class 
will be offered on Weds nights 
from 5:45-6:50 pm beginning     
Nov 2.  Interested?  Sign up on 

the bulletin board today! 

The Outreach Team enjoyed serving the teachers and staff of 
Thompson Public School at their annual Staff Appreciation Luncheon.  
We pray all students and staff will have a great year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Food Pantry is open during September   

on Tuesday, September 13 from 11:00 am-

1:00 pm and Tuesday, September 27 from  

6:00-8:00 pm.  If you or someone you know 

could use the assistance of the food pantry, 

please let them know, or come to the pantry 

during their open hours.   

The Food Pantry is also looking for someone 

who would be interested in taking over the 

volunteer coordinator position which        

manages the operation of the food pantry.  

Examples of some of the duties 

are: ordering/purchasing, statistics and other 

records, collecting donated 

food weekly, recruiting volunteers, meeting 

the delivery truck and unloading it month-

ly, attending conferences, basic computer 

skills and access to a computer are need 

and the ability to lift cases of products are 

needed.   

This does take a commitment of time on a 

regular basis.   If you are interested please 

call:  Cher Meyer 599-2091 (leave message if 

needed) 



 

4   The Messenger | September 2016 

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 
men gather each Sunday morning 
at 9 am in the Rosendal Room for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of 
discussion vary, but new folks are 
always welcome to join them. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER This 
gathering is open to anyone, and 
meets at 7:00 am on Wednesdays in 
the Sanctuary.  This group spends 
time in responsive prayer, and then 
enjoys a cup of coffee as well.  They 
are off to work by 7:30.  Come and 
join us as a great way to focus 
midweek!  

WINE, WOMEN & THE WORD 
The next gathering of Wine, 
Women, and the Word will be on 
September 22 at 6:30 pm at  Eagle’s 
Crest Grill in Grand Forks. This 
relaxed group of gals meets once a 
month for dinner, conversation, 
and bible study.  New folks are 
always welcome to join us!  

WELCA BIBLE STUDY This 
group takes turns hosting in homes 
for an evening of desert, coffee and 
Bible Study.  Currently they are 
working through the book 
“Listening for the Voice of God: 
Growing in Faith Everyday.”  

WELCA Bible Study has taken the 
summer off, but will resume on 
Monday September 26 at Sharon 
Gustafson’s .   For a copy of the 
book they are studying, contact the 
church office at 599-2081. 

SISTERS OF STRENGTH This 
group of ladies meets the last 
Wednesday of the month to share 
stories, bible study and support 
each other.   They typically meet at 
Panera at noon.  Come and join this 
group of encouragers and give 
yourself a boost! 

 

O n g o i n g  M i n i s t r i e s  

AED Training Offered 

Did you know that St. Matthew’s has a new AED 
(automated external defibrillator) on site?          

The AED is portable device that automatically        
diagnoses cardiac issues and helps to get people’s 
heart back in sync.                                  

The AED at St. Matthew’s will be located in the  
sanctuary.  We invite anyone who wants to come for 
training of the device to join us on  Monday, Sept 
19 at 7 pm.  
We just ask that 
you RSVP to 
the church of-
fice at 599-
2081 so that we 
are ready for 
those present.        

If you have any 
questions or 
concerns about 
the AED, 
please contact 
the church    
office.   

Welcome back to Another School 
Year – LYO will begin on Wednesday, 
Sept. 14th at 6:30 in the church    
Fellowship Area.  We typically begin 
at 6:30 and finish around 8 pm.   
LYO is for all 9th grade thru senior 
students.  If you have a friend that 
doesn’t belong to St. Matthew’s but 
would like to attend please invite 
them.  Looking forward to seeing 
the kids and hearing any ideas they 
might have.   



 

 

ST. MATT’S BOOK CLUB This group for  
readers meets approximately once a month.  The 
group is currently reading “The Art Forger” by 
Barbara Shapiro and will meet to discuss it on 
Thursday, September 29 at 7 pm.  If you have a 
suggestion of a book for book club to read, please 
email the church office   at 
stmattspastoramy@gmail.com 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS                         
Mondays 1:00 pm-3:00 pm                       
Tuesdays 10:00 am-Noon at Bully Brew in 
Valley Eldercare                                                  
Wednesdays 7:30 am-9:30 am, 6-8 pm                                               
Thursdays Pastors Day Off                              

Fridays Office hours by Appointment  

Fa i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

 Sunday School and other new education 
events are approaching quickly! Here is a 
reminder of important dates of the exciting 
events that will take place: 
  
We now have all the teachers needed for this 
upcoming Sunday School Year! Thank you to 
all who have volunteered their time to teach 
our youth!  Teachers, please join us for the 
“Sundaes on Wednesday” teacher orientation 
on August 31st at 7pm at St. Matthew’s. 
  
First Day of Sunday School  
(Grades Pre-K-5) will start on  
September 11th at 9am! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday, October 
8th there will be a 
Prayer and Parent 
Event with the 
Kindergarten 
Students and their 
parents.  Students 
and Parents will 
experience different 

ways to pray and go home with a prayer pillow 
too! Stay tuned for more information on this 
new event!! 
  
Sunday, October 9th will be Bible Sunday! 
We have made one 
addition to who 
will be receiving 
bibles on Bible 
Sunday. Pre-K 
Students will also 
be receiving story 
bibles along with 
the 3rd Graders 
who will receive 
an NRSV. This is to recognize the Pre-K 
students for their first year of starting Sunday 
school! The Sunday School Kids will be also 
be singing on this special day! 

From the Education Team 

We still need lawn mowing help the weeks of:                                      

Week of Aug 28, Week of  Sept 4, Week of Sept 

11, Week of Sept 18, Week of Sept 25 

If you can help, please sign up on the bulletin 

board at church or talk to Duane N. 
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From the Church Mouse  
Thank you to everyone who made this school year so much fun and such a success.  As we prepare 
to head into fall, and back to school, here are a few folks we would like to thank this month! We 
apologize if we miss anyone!    
 
The church mouse would like to thank: 
 All of you who helped buy supplies for Sunday School and VBS 
 Alicia S., Megan B., Dara F. and Bridget B. for helping out the 

preschoolers at VBS 
 Bre B. for all her help during VBS week 
 Ellie S. for helping get the classrooms ready for fall 
 Reese B., Leo D., Connor W., Blake S. for helping with VBS 
 Kay L. for helping set up communion 
 Duane N., Wade S., Roy O., Josh F. for helping to keep our lawn 

looking so great! 
 Mary W., Mary M., Sandy O., Sharon G., Claire H., and Julie 

B. for helping to serve the Thompson Public School Staff 
Luncheon 

 

Together we can do God’s 
Work with Our Hands! 

This fall and winter we have several wonderful opportunities with guest speakers at DIGG 

(Delighting in God’s Grace), our Adult Education class.  Once a month at 9 am we will join the men 

in mission and welcome a speaker to come and join us and share about a particular subject.    

Here’s the DIGG schedule for the next few months:                                                                                                                                                            

September 25-Shar Gumke of Eastern ND Synod:                                                                      

 Deepening Our Discipleship/Living as Stewards 

Oct 9-Kathy Fick of Christus Rex, UND Campus Ministry:                                                          

 Campus Ministry at UND 

Nov 20-Alicia Schumacher of Grand Forks County Social Service:                                                         

 Foster Care and Adoption 

Dec 4-Pastor Amy:                                                                                                                                              

 Living the Season of Advent 

Jan 22-Jakelle Cornell of Eastern ND Synod:                                                                                                      

 Our Sister Synod: My Journey to the Central African Republic 

Delighting in God’s Grace 



 

 

1 Mike Sundberg 

2 Debra Gilberg 

5 
Owen Clemetson, Tom Hodek 

6 Randy Bohlman,                             
Samantha Bohlman 

7 Sara Anderson 

10  Jera Sorby, Mike Steinbrink 

11 
Megan Bohlman 

12 Jocelyn Sondreal 

13 Ryan Avdem 

14 Coleen Brorby 

15 Jeremy Hughes, Duane Naas 

16 Beth Hughes 

17 Mark Adams, Josh Sem,  
Riley Stoe 

18 Chelsea Lupien 

19 Melissa Helstad,Jen Starcevic 

20 Jessica Haugen, Mickey Munson 

21 Kevin Shimek 

22 Charlotte Krogfoss 

23 Brett Sutter-Hegg,                      
Brandtley Vaagne 

24 Tyler DeMoe 

25 John Bohlman, Braden Faul, Paul 
Galegher, Julie Shirek 

26 `Cole Potter 

29 Lukas Starcevic, Dawn Stoe,         
Kevin Strand 

30 Brycen Faul, Jessica Wyatt 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP 
Amy Eisenmann  Pastor   
 stmattspastoramy@gmail.com 
Bre Berberich   Ministry Coordinator  
 stmattscoordinator@gmail.com 
Kevin Cooper   Council President   
 kevin.j.cooper@outlook.com 
John Schumacher  Council Vice President      
 jschumacher@invisimax.com 
Kristie Adams   Council Secretary   
 kmadams4@rocketmail.com 
Dianne Lundgren  Council Treasurer 
 dlundgren44@hotmail.com 
Sharon Gustafson  Outreach Team Lead  
 rogersharongustafson@gmail.com 
Duane Naas   Properties Team Lead
 dnaas@sterlingcaropetone.com 
Alicia Schumacher  Education Team Lead  
 Alicia.schumacher@gfcounty.org 
Paul Strande   Youth Team Lead 
 pstrande59@gmail.com 
Val Uhlir   Worship Team Lead  
 valuhlir@yahoo.com 
Ruth Waller   Fellowship Team Lead  
 ruthfcnh@yahoo.com 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St, Thompson, ND 58278 + (701) 599-2081 

Happy  
Birthday in  
September!  

Well here it is!  

Back to school 

already!! 

I trust you all 

had a good 

summer and were able to enjoy at least some of the 

great weather we had! 

As it looks now, the Church school year looks exciting! 

Not only will we be serenaded by the Sunday School 

group and Spontaneous Choir once a month, but every 

third Sunday LYO will assist in leading the service.  It is 

shaping up to be quite a musical year, and I, for one, 

can’t wait! 

If you’re interested in the Spontaneous Choir, just show 

up on the designated Sunday at 9 am, learn the song 

selected by the music director that day and present the 

song during service!  I can ensure you that none of the 

songs will be difficult to learn. 

Welcome back to what looks like a very harmonious 

Church year! 

The Worship Team,                                                        

Valorie Uhlir, Worship Team Lead 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Address service requested 

Join us for Rally Sunday on Sept 11! 

Sunday School classes start at 9 am! 

Sept 7 Parent and Confirmands Meeting  

Sept 11 Rally Sunday-Sunday School begins 

Sept 18 Spontaneous Choir 

Sept 25 Guest Preacher-Shar Gumke 

Oct 2 Blessing of the Pets 


