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And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”-Isaiah  6:8 
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Autumn Blessings 

 

Autumn brings to the soul relief, 

As hot summer days slip to an end 

God sent the season for weary hearts 

To restore, repair, and mend. 

 

Unlike the Autumn trees, 

That shed their changing leaves 

God sent the season for failing hearts 

To adhere, embrace, and cleave. 

 

Just as with the Autumn winds, 

There comes a new refreshing rain 

God sent the season for fraying hearts 

To increase, grow, and gain. 

 

The Autumn sun is slow to climb 

And dips much earlier into the night 

God sent the season for sleepy hearts 

To rise, shine, and unwind in His light. 

 

God gave to us the Autumn season, 

So we could have a respite and rest 

For it is the season for our beset souls 

To see how much we are blessed! 

 

                                                     author Deborah Ann Belka 
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MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s men gather on 
Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Fellowship Hall for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and learn together.  Their 
topics of discussion vary, but new folks are always 
welcome to join them. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY This group meets at the 
Church on the third Monday of the month.  Their 
next gathering will be on Monday, October 17th at 
10:00 am.  All women of St. Matthew’s are welcome! 

 

The Food Pantry is open      

during October on Tuesday, 

October 11 from                                           

11:00 am-1:00 pm and                    

Tuesday, October 25 from                    

6:00-8:00 pm.   

If you or someone you know 

could use the  assistance of 

the food pantry, please let 

them know, or come to the 

pantry during their open 

hours.   

All women of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church         

are welcome to  

Women’s Bible Study 

Monday, October 17th at 10:00 am 

at the Church 

               

The church office is open 9am-Noon 

Monday through Thursday, but please 

check the church calendar for a                   

particular day as sometimes there are 

changes. 

Office Hours 

Ruby’s Pantry distribution will be in the parking lot 

on Thursday, October 13th.  Don’t forget to sign up 

for your shares!! 



 

 

 

The October LYO Gatherings will be on Wednesday, 
October 12th and 26th @ 6:30pm.  All youth, Freshman 
through Senior, are welcome.  

 

 

Robyn Bohlman   Emily Dobmeier 

Kimberly Lagge Kjersten Lopez 

Bailey Bryant Michele Burger 

Jessica Haugen- Trinity Bohlman 

Jen Staracevic Kristie Adams 

Unfortunately our onsite meeting with a potential               

candidate didn’t work out as we had hoped.  As of                   

today, we are awaiting more candidates.  The call                      

committee asks for your prayers as we wait to see who 

God will bring to us. 

          God’s Blessings, 

          St. Matthew’s Call Committee 

We had a fun afternoon of Bingo with WELCA members on September 18th! We 

would love to see more of our members at the events!  

 

We will have a WELCA meeting after worship on October 2nd. We plan to keep 

the meeting short, and hope we can have many of our members in attendance!  

 

Upcoming WELCA Events: 

October 2nd: WELCA Meeting (Following Worship) 

October 16th: BOO-YAH  

November 6th: Festival of Tables 

 

Please watch for more info about our upcoming events on our facebook group 

(St.Matthew's WELCA) and in your emails!  



 

4   The Messenger | October 2021 

 

We are so excited to be back in the swing of both Sunday school and Confirmation!  Sunday school 
takes place on Sundays from 9:00am - 9:50am.  Confirmation classes are on Wednesday evenings 
from 7pm - 8pm. 
 
Take home notes were handed out to each Sunday school student in attendance on Rally Sunday.  
These notes included important dates for our entire year.  They also included each class's memory 
work.  Each Sunday, during class, there will be time devoted to memory work and we highly                             
encourage you to work on memory work at home if time allows.  And, we also encourage students to 
bring their Bibles each Sunday! 
 
Back by popular demand—donuts one Sunday per month!  This year we will have                                                          
"Donuts & Devotions" each month for our Sunday school students.  The first Sunday of each month 
there will be a take home sheet for the students with between two to four devotions based on one topic 
per week to work on with their family.  The last Sunday of each month the students are asked to bring 
back their devotional worksheet and share their devotion notes with their class.  They will also have 
donuts that day! 
 
Here are our upcoming 'Donuts & Devotional' schedule for the year -  
There will be no devotional theme for the months of September, December & May. 

October Topic:  Perseverance 
10/2 - Handouts Given 
10/30 - Donuts & Devotions Day 

  
 
Other dates to remember -  

 
Sunday school Kids Sing October 16th 
 
'Trick or Treating for Canned Goods' for the Confirmation Students -  
October 26th 6pm-8pm.  We will need parent volunteers this night so let Jen 
Starcevic know if you can help drive or sort! 

 
                             Bible Sunday - October 2nd 
 
Bible Sunday will take place on Sunday, October 2nd!  During worship the 
Preschoolers and the 3rd grade class will receive their new Bibles.   
 

 

Fa i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

 

Confirmation for our 9th graders will be 

held on Sunday, October 30th 



 

 

 

Are you the one who will step up and 

make the whole place shake :)    

We are looking for organists to play the 

clavinova during worship services.  

Please contact John Schumacher or the 

office. 

We are hiring a part-time administrative                              

assistant and bookkeeper.  If you are interested in 

this position, or know someone who would be                            

interested, please contact either                                                                  

John Schumacher 701-741-3173 or                                               

Justin Bergeron 701-741-1516.   

O P P O R T U N I T I E S 

Our sound system is in need of an               
upgrade. 

Donations towards this fundraising                  
effort, would be greatly                                    
appreciated!!! 
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Members of St. Matthews Lutheran Church,  
 
  I want to express my deep-felt thank yous to every member of  
St. Matthews Church family.  Through the years I have been a 
member of the family at St. Matthews, I have received so much 
support and been blessed with getting to know so many people and 
finding new friends.  And, before I moved back to the Reynolds 
area, you all supported my parents and blesses them with your 

friendship! 
  Mom and Dad loved St. Matthews Church!  They joined after our home church at Rosendal closed 
down.  And, they never regretted that move!  They met so many more new people and developed so many 
friendships!  It was especially nice since none of their children stayed in the area after college and gradua-
tions!  When we would come to visit, we were always greeted so warmly by everyone! 
   When I moved up to Reynolds to help Mom and Dad, I experienced what they had already experienced when 
they joined St. Matthews from another church.  Not only was there new friendships to develop, but there was 
peace and the knowledge of being a part of a congregation where God played an important factor in not only 
the congregation's life, but also the life of the members of the congregation!  I have to admit that I didn't know 
what to expect when I moved in with Mom and Dad.  However, any worries that I might have had, were soon 
put aside! 
  I have to make a confession, though!  I never planned on playing for church again when I moved up here.  I 
didn't tell people that I could play the piano for a reason.  I was and still am not very secure in playing for 
church and other people!  Growing up, my sister, Nancy, was the piano player in our family.  I got involved in 
playing for Calvary Lutheran Church in Lemmon, because of an emergency situation!  It just expanded into 
something more permanent!  That's what happened at St. Matthews, also.  When Coleen moved, she convinced 
me to help out and play for church.  I agreed to do that, but it was after some soul searching and talking to God 
about what He had planned for me! 
  And, never in my wildest dreams, did I think I would do some sermons and lead worship service!  I have            
always gotten so nervous in front of people!  I am way more comfortable backstage and on the sidelines!  But, 
there too, I was blessed by doing that!  God always provided me with the courage to get up in front of the                
congregation!  I think the first time I told my kids that I had done that, they thought I was joking!  They knew 
how uncomfortable I was being up in front of people-even as a reader! 
  Anyway, thank you for your support, your prayers, your friendship, and, mostly, your faith in God and the 
ability to make Him truly a part of your worship and family!  I pray that He will continue to bless you and 
keep you focused on Him and His grace and mercy!  Also, thank you for the sending off party and beautiful 
gift of the cross and treble clef with the musician's prayer!  It is absolutely fantastic!  While I haven't put it in a 
special place yet, it is in my living room!  The special place will be on a shelf by my piano!  I just got my                
piano today!  It was like meeting an old friend again.  So, now I can play to my heart's content (or as I tell                 
people, I can bang on the piano). 
  Music has always been an important part of my life.  I love singing the old hymns, and fortunately, both of 
my kids were blessed with musical abilities that far exceed my own!  But, praising God through the gift of                  
music is something that is important to them as it is to me, and it is something that they can enjoy their entire 
lives as I have done! 
  I would like to write what the musician's prayer is.  It says this: 
     When music is a prayer,  
              a sacred melody, 
     it's like a special love song, 
              a perfect harmony. 
   A heart that's filled with music, 
      whose love for God is strong, 
   is the heart that's full of worship 
       and whose life becomes a song." 



 

 

Happy Birthday in October 

1 Nicholas Berthold, Bailey Munson 

2 Josie Schumacher, Lydia Peterson 

4 Reese Barker 

5 Josh Barker, Gretchen Guetter,    
Haley Hegg 

6 Mary Welsh 

8 Kaylee Kurz, Zachary Sivertson 

11 Haleigh Krogfoss, Charlie Johnson 

12 Taylor Krogfoss, Chuck Welke 

13 Kinsley Pearson 

15 Jill Schumacher, Chance Berger 

16 Layne Johnson 

18 Rebecca Derosier,  Darwin Potter 

19 William Welke 

21 Cheryl Arntz, Amy Benoit,       
Stephanie Broyles 

22 Reece Berberich 

24 Samuel Halvorson, David Krogfoss, 
Emma Schumacher 

26 Amy Bergeron, Drew Overby, 
Shawn Widman 

27 John Sorby 

29 Jordan Senger, Liam Berger 

30 David Stevens, Chris Rood 

 
 
Thanks to everyone who lends a hand for making the 
ministry at  St. Matthew’s 
happen!  Here are a few folks we 
would like to thank this month! 
We apologize if we miss anyone!    
 

The church mouse would like to 
thank: 
• Sarah K for all of her work to 

organize Education for our 
kids 

• Thank you to all 
who stepped 
forward to teach 
our youth 

Together we can do God’s 
Work with Our Hands! 

   Thank you again for everything you've given me!  Your friendship, love, support, and help will be                                  
remembered by me always!  I thank God for you every day and pray that He will continue to bless you! 
   As it says in Numbers 6:24-26, 
          The LORD bless you and keep you; 
           the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
           the LORD life up his countenance upon you, and give you peace." 
    "We're part of God's family-where love has no end.  For Jesus has called us and made us His own.  Now 
we're part of a family that's on its way home." 
  Just one more thing-I figured I would not have to play in public any more when I moved.  Guess what!  I will 
be playing for church down here and I have also played for a funeral down here already!  God really is not 
done with me yet, and He sure has a sense of humor about me playing the piano! 
  Take care and God Bless you always! 
In Him, 
Ruth Waller 

The baptism of River Aaron Derosier,                                                     

son of Brad and Sara Derosier, 

took place on Sunday,                           

September 11th.                                                  

River’s sponsors are Kinley 

Plautz and Blake Schultz. 

Welcome to our  Church Family River! 

Congratulations to the Derosier Family! 
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St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting 

Date:  September 18, 2022 

In Attendance: Beth Kurz, Duane Naas, Justin Bergeron, John Schumacher, Robyn Bohlman, Sue Simon 

Absent:  Chelsea Lupien, Sarah Krogfoss, Sara Munson 

Call to Order:  Meeting was called to order by John Schumacher at 8:35am. 

Agenda Approval:  Ryan Welsh motioned; Robyn Bohlman seconded to approve the agenda.  MPU 

Minutes Approval: Justin Bergeron motioned; Duane Naas seconded to approve the minutes.  MPU 

Financial Reports:     

 
 
Approval: Beth Kurz moved; Sue Simon seconded to approve financial.  MPU 
 
Calendar Review:  nothing 
 
Pastor’s Report:  none 
 
Men’s Club & WELCA report:  Men’s Club and WELCA made a donation together to the Thompson School 
playground.  WELCA is holding a bingo event today at 2pm. 
 
Team Reports: 
 Executive Team:  nothing 

Financial Reports Summary July August 

  2022 2022 

      

General Giving Income $5,741 $10,392 

Year-to-Date Net Income* $844 $3,619 

      

General Giving Checking Account $17,502 $20,533 

Special Giving Checking Account $34,246 $33,702 

Line of Credit $0 $0 

   



 

 

 Education: Sarah Krogfoss – Rally Sunday today.  Gave council a printout with the schedule for the 
Sunday School year. 
 Fellowship:  Sara Munson – Fall Frenzival will be October 9 – reminder of hotdish cookoff for all 
teams. 
 Outreach:  Beth Kurz – Will be finding a date late September or early October  for caramel rolls for 
Feed My Starving                  Children fundraiser.  Looking at doing Outreach treat bags.  Have 3 or 4 families 
possibly interested in joining. 
 Properties:  Duane Naas- There is fall service work to do on mower, still trying to find someone to do 
the floors.   
 Worship:  Sue Simon– The church will be needing 2 piano players as Ruth Waller has moved and Mary 
Mitchell plans on retiring after 1st of year. 
 Youth:  Chelsea Lupien–LYO starts September 21st. 
 Ruby’s Pantry:  Some concerns with the parking/line issue were discussed. 
 Food Pantry: nothing 
 Call Committee: nothing   
 
Old Business 
 Bid from HB Light & Sound-discussion about moving forward with the bid.  Sue Simon moved; Beth Kurz                 
seconded to move forward with getting the sound system updated.  Estimated at $7500.  MPU 
 
New Business 
 Confirmation: need to look at rescheduling.  Cannot find a pastor available for Oct 30th.  UPDATE:  no                 
rescheduling necessary.   
 
Next council meeting will be October 16th at 8:30 am 
Motion to adjourn made by Duane Naas, seconded by Robyn Bohlman.  MPU 
 
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Respectfully submitted,   Robyn Bohlman 

October 

Ryan & Stephanie Broyles Family 

Steve & Shannon Hancock Family 

Justin & Jill Johnson Family 

Duane & Chris Naas 

Blake & Cassie Riewer Family 

Ryan & Liz Welsh 

Bill & Cheryl Widman 

 

November 

Paul & Sonia Galegher 

Rick & Claire Herland 

Mike & Nancy Morgan 

Mickey & Sara Munson 

Chris & Tiffany Rood Family 

Jason & Alicia Schumacher Family 

Mike & Dawn Zak and Jacob  
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Color the picture and bring back to church for the bulletin board 



 

 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Education Hour Sundays at 9:00 a.m. 
All services live on our YouTube Channel 

Address service requested 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278  (701) 599-2081 

ST. MATTHEW'S LEADERSHIP 

Pastor John Ahola Interim Pastor jmahola@gmail.com 

Vione Jordheim Admin Assistant stmattsvione@gmail.com 

Jamie Bischoff Bookkeeper stmattsbookkeeper58278@gmail.com 
Sarah Krogfoss Children & Family                     

Ministry Coordinator 

sarahkrogfoss@icloud.com 

John Schumacher Council President stmattspresident@gmail.com 

Ryan Welsh Council Vice President rswelsh@invisimax.com 

Robyn Bohlman Council Secretary rbohlman@invisimax.com 

Justin Bergeron Council Treasurer jbergero@yahoo.com 

Bethany Kurz Outreach Team bkurz@undeerc.org 

Sara Munson Fellowship Team smunson190@mygfschools.org 

Duane Naas Properties Team duanechrisnaas@gmail.com 

Chelsea Lupien Youth Team chelsea.lupien@icloud.com 

Sue Simon Worship Team ssimon@gra.midco.net 
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