Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
A couple of weeks ago I had a chance to go and spend some time with my best friend, and
her two children, one of whom is my goddaughter Audrey, a busy 3 ½ year old. We had a
wonderful and busy week together as we spent time playing house, sliding down slides,
and playing her new Alphabet game that I brought her.
On Sunday morning, my best friend wasn’t feeling well, and wasn’t able to go to church…
but she asked if I wanted to take Audrey with me. So I packed a snack, strapped Audrey
in her car seat, and we headed off to church together. (Audrey’s dad is the pastor where
we worshipped, so it was just Audrey and I hanging out in the pews together!)
As we worshipped together, I was struck by the thought that it was one of the times that I
was able to actually follow through on the promises that I made at Audrey’s baptism…to
help her live in the promises her parents made… to bring her to the word of God and the
Holy Supper. I had an opportunity to sit next to her and see worship through her eyes as
she danced during the hymns, and laced sewing cards during the sermon, and smiled
huge smiles as she sat next to her dad during the children’s sermon. I got to kneel next to
her as we took communion, and watch her race to help her Dad shake hands at the end of
worship. And through it all, I couldn’t help but marvel at this 3 ½ year old who knew
what parts of worship were meant for praying and listening and singing.
I want to encourage those of you who are parents to bring your kids to worship. They
might not sit quietly. They might ask questions at quiet times, or dance in the middle of
the aisle. And that’s okay! They are learning what church is about!
And if you don’t have children, I want to remind you that it does us all good to see the joy
of the Lord that they are filled with. It blesses each of us, whether we have children or not
to be able to spend time with children in worship and experience it through their eyes. So
bring your kids…and we will help. If they throw a toy, we’ll pick it up…if they drop their
snack, that’s okay. If they talk in quiet times, we will smile and remember that they too
are hearing about God and learning about his love for them.
And next time you are in church, and it is the Lord’s Prayer, as you pray, also listen…
because we have a couple of young kiddos that know it so well that you can hear them say
it along with us…and may it remind us all that Christ says to have the faith of a child.
May we worship through their eyes and with their joy every time we come to worship!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Amy

Looking for a chance to chat with Pastor Amy? Her March office hours will be:
Monday 10:00-3:00
Tuesday: 10:00-1:00
Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am, 6:30-8:00 pm
Thursday Pastor’s Day Off
Friday 10:00 am –Noon (at Choice Health & Fitness)
If you would prefer another time, let Pastor Amy know, and that
will be made available!

Calling all Women!
Looking for a break from the cold? Come join us as we gather to
have some good food, hear the scripture for the week, and discuss
whatever you would like to! The next gathering of Wine, Women, and
the Word will be on the church calendar and upcoming bulletin.
Keep your eyes open. Sisters of Strength will meet on March 25 at
Noon at Panera. Another opportunity to have a time out is to join
Pastor Amy at the Women’s Retreat at Calvary Lutheran in Grand Forks in March.
Talk to Pastor Amy for more info!

The Church Mouse would like to thank:
 Dan Mayers for plowing our parking lot.
 Kevin Cooper, Ruth Waller, Val Uhlir, Sharon Gustafson and
Julie Shirek for stepping up to be on church council this
year
 Gary Welsh for making this year’s Lenten Crosses
 Quilting ladies for cutting fabric for Lenten project
If you know of someone who has been helping out around Saint Matthew’s, please
notify the church office! The church mouse doesn’t want to miss anyone! :)

Calling the Milwaukee Mission Trip crew! We will be meeting
for the first time as a group on March 22nd at 11:30 am. Come
and see who is going on this trip with you!
Tired of the cold weather? Let’s talk about Bible Camp!
This year we are looking at offering Bible Camp for all ages!
From Family Camp to Camp for our Upper Elementary and
Confirmands, there is something for everyone! Come join us
on Sunday, March 22nd as we get excited for Bible Camp! Registration Forms will be available at the meeting following worship on March 22nd!

Feb 25, Mar 4, Mar 11, Mar 18, Mar 25Soup at 5:30, Worship at 7 pm
April 2- Maundy Thursday Worship at 7 pm with
First Communion
April 3- Good Friday Tenebrae Worship at 7 pm
April 5- Easter Sunrise Worship at 7 am,
Festival Worship at 10 am
Join us for Friday Lenten Fish Fry!
The Men in Mission will once again be hosting the Fish Fry every other
Friday during Lent. The Fridays that we will be hosting at Saint
Matthew’s are: Feb 27th, March 13th, and March 27th. Food served will
be: Walleye Fillet, Baked Potato, Coleslaw, Ice Cream and a Beverage.
Grab your friends and neighbors, and come join the fun!

Calling all 6th-8th Graders! Come and join us on Sunday, March
15th from 3:00-6:00 for our 2nd Annual Confirmation Retreat!
This year we will be learning about the sacraments (communion and
baptism) and about God’s role in each of them! This is a mandatory
retreat. If you are unable to attend, let Pastor Amy know by
Friday, March 13th.

5th Graders (and those who have not yet received first
communion instruction) will gather for a retreat and Seder meal
on March 29th at 1:00 pm. Parents and children will learn about
what it means to be welcome to God’s Table. 5th Graders will receive
their first communion at the Maundy Thursday service on April 2 nd
at 7:00 pm.

In an effort to be a healthier leader of our church, Pastor Amy is walking (with a
team of 3) 2015 miles in 2015 (which means she needs at
least 672 miles in 2015…but she’s shooting for 1000+!). As a
way to get more miles in, she will be holding her office
hours at Choice Health and Fitness Deli on Fridays during
March from 10 am-Noon. All people are welcome to the deli,
regardless of whether or not you are a member of Choice. If
you get there and don’t see Pastor Amy, shoot her a text…she
might be up on the track and she’ll come down and meet you.
Or, if you are a member of Choice, grab your gym shoes and come join her for a
walk! :-)

Holy Cow! Did you know that the latest round of the Holy
Cow raised $136.83 towards World Hunger? Great job to our
kids on helping feed hungry kids across the world! If you would
like to help “feed” the Holy Cow, bring your coins to worship and
hand them to the kids! :-)

March 8th will be a fun day at Saint Matthew’s as the Girl Scouts
will be celebrating Girl Scout Sunday. Our Sunday Schoolers
will not be meeting as normal, but will have a movie and craft
day instead (still starting at 9 am), and then our Girl Scouts will
be helping to lead worship. Come join the fun, and you can get
your Girl Scout Cookies after worship too! :-)

New Member Sunday will be on Sunday, March 15. With a
potluck following worship. If you know of someone who might
be interested in joining the church, let the church office know!
Otherwise, bring some food to share and come and meet our
new members!

Do you love kids? Are you creative? We are looking for someone to
lead the education team. The Education Team is the group that
works on Sunday school, vacation bible school, and the Christmas
program. If you are interested, or would like to hear more about
this team, talk to Pastor Amy or Cheryl Widman today!!

Here are the Worship Assistant Groups for
March and April. The sign-up sheet is
posted by the entrance to the church.
Thanks for your help!

Worship Assistant Group #7
March 2015
Amy Bergeron
Josh & Dara Faul (GL)
Jeremy & Beth Hughes
Daniel & Debe Mayers
LaDonna Mortenson
Mickey & Sara Munson
Roy & Sandy Olson
Darwin & Michelle Potter
Gary & Mary Welsh
Ryan & Liz Welsh
Anthony & Sara Zammert
Rob & JoEllen McGauvran

Worship Assistant Group #8
April 2015
Carmen Bohlman
Craig Bohlman
Dave & Diane Fugleberg
Paul & Sonia Galegher
Rick & Claire Herland (GL)
David & Sarah Krogfoss
Tim & Christine Sivertson
Derek Sondreal
Kory & Susan Sondreal
Jason & Angela Suckut
Valorie Uhlir

Good day to All,

This is a short note to introduce myself. I will be taking over the final
year for Colleen Lee as Worship Team Leader. As you may or may
not know, Colleen is returning to her "roots" and moving back to
West Fargo where she will be closer to her Mother, family and
friends. We wish her the best BUT will surely miss her and her many
talents. She has helped in the Music and Worship departments for many years as pianist, choir
director, and music director for VBS.....
SO on that note, PLEASE help me make the transition as smooth as possible. I will need all of you
to help me out as I still work full time and am unable to devote as much time to communion, etc as
Colleen did.....
I'm looking forward to assisting you all make the worship experience the wonderful event that it
should be. I am always available to answer questions, so please feel free to volunteer and I'll help
you make the experience painLESS....
Nancy Morgan is on the worship team with me and we are looking for people to join us...Please
contact one of us if you're interested...
Thank you in advance for your assistance with worship!
Valorie Uhlir
701-739-2554(YES, you can text me!) or valuhlir@yahoo.com

Guatemala Mission Update
Long overdue update on Guatemala Mission with Jon Hutton. Money has been
raised and building plans for a 400 student school are underway in San Lucas.
www.hishouseinc.weebly.com is a blog that Missionary Jon is updating weekly.
(check it out) God is doing awesome things through this ministry and your gifts!

Our Annual Outreach Day at St. Matthews is coming up on April 12th. We will
once again be helping out at the Feed My Starving Children packing meals event
in Grand Forks. These meals are sent to children in need around the world.
There will also be fun activities involving Outreach held at the church that day.
Look for more information posted at the church and in next month's newsletter.
If you would like to volunteer to help, call or email Julie Brorby at 701-740-2906
or jbrorby60@hotmail.com.
Did you know? Our Confirmands have started a project of making
tie-blanket prayer shawls. These prayer shawls are handed out to
those who need a little reminder that God is with them. To date
we have handed out 5 prayer shawls. We are wondering if you
might want to help support the project. We are looking for
donations of brightly colored 2 ½ yard long pieces of fleece.
It can be either solid colors or patterns. If you would like to
donate to this project, or would like more information, please
contact the church office .

March Anniversaries

March Birthdays
3rd

Chris Lemoine, Dan Shirek

4th

Tom Naas

5th

Roy Olson

6th

Donny Ackerman

8th

Kari Berthold, James Thorson

9th

Alex Senger

12th

Sonia Galegher, Jason Naas

13th

Hannah Halvorson, Mary Sundberg,
Christian Widman

14th

Quinn Beaudry, Sharon Eichhorst,
Shelly Walsh

15th

Janel Evanson

16th

Adam Shaul

March 22nd Ashley Potter

19th

Mackenzie Hughes, Ruth Waller

March 29th Kameron Anderson

20th Danica Tomanek

15th

Travis & Mistie Manzke

25th

John & Robyn Bohlman

30th

Dylan & Sara Anderson

Upcoming Acolyte Schedule
March 1st

Mackenzie Hughes

March 8th

Pierce Cooper

March 15th Jordyn Bohlman

21st

Kay Lindell

22nd Nixin Sell, Ethan Steinbrink
24th Suzy Thorson
25th Becky Bohlman, Dave Fugleberg
26th Dianne Lundgren, Mike Morgan,
Laurie Yutrzenka

WELCA Bible Study
Monday, March 16th
7:00 pm
Cheryl Widman’s House
1235 3rd Ave
847-2865

27th Russell Sell
28th Josh Faul
30th Tony Amborn, Henry Haugen
31st

Brett Anderson, Chance Danner

If you have noticed that your birthdays, anniversaries, etc
are not being recognized in the newsletter, we greatly
apologize. Please call or email the office to make sure that
your information is up to date so that it will not be missed
in future newsletters.
stmatthews@midconetwork.com or 599-2081

Office Hours:
Monday & Tuesday 9 am to 4 pm
Every other Friday Morning 9 am to 2 pm
(March 13th & 27th)

Spring Forward Sunday, March 8th

Feel free to stop in and visit!
Christine Schmidt

599-2081

Email: Stmatthews@midconetwork.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2015 Church Council
Officers
President

Cheryl Widman

847-2865

Vice President

Kevin Cooper

330-9660

Secretary

Kristi Adams

741-7669

Treasurer

Trinity Bohlman

599-2259

Pastor

Amy Eisenmann

732-0808

Teams
Education

Open

Fellowship

Ruth Waller

847-2795

Outreach

Sharon Gustafson

599-2683

Properties

Duane Naas

215-1809

Stewardship

Julie Shirek

739-2765

Worship

Val Uhlir

739-2554

Youth

Robyn Bohlman

739-4192

For a complete council directory go to
stmatthewslutheranchurch.org and click on contact us.

Feb 25, Mar 4, Mar 11, Mar 18, Mar 25Soup at 5:30, Worship at 7 pm
April 2- Maundy Thursday Worship at
7 pm with First Communion
April 3- Good Friday Tenebrae Worship
at 7 pm
April 5- Easter Sunrise Worship at 7 am,
Festival Worship at 10 am

