Brothers and Sisters in the Faith,
Your church council met for a fun and energizing retreat down in Mayville to welcome new
members to council, to talk about where we have been, and to dream about where God
is leading us in 2015. From that meeting, we came up with some great ideas.

We talked about the gifts that we as individuals have, and the gifts that our congregational
members have (we came up with a list of over 50 different gifts!) Gifts like: Music,
carpentry, friendly, welcoming, good speakers, organizers, comedians, reliable, strong
backs, volunteers, landscapers, donators, electricians, teachers, plumbers, lawn service,
roofers, storytellers, youth leaders, bakers, cooks, cleaners, ability to visit the elderly, listeners,
energetic, artists, givers, people who love children, leaders, praying people, sewers, quilters,
crafters, decorators, painters, family people, photographers, study leaders, coffee makers,
hair dressers, nurses/health care workers, lawyers, therapists, contractors, farmers, children,
elderly, firefighters, involved people, faith, and generosity.
Whew! What a List! You are a gifted community of believers, and I am so thankful to be
able to walk this journey with you. In the coming weeks, we will be talking about ways that
you can use these gifts (or others we didn’t come up with!) here at Saint Matthew’s in a
survey that will help us use our gifts together.
Meanwhile, your church council has decided to spend their year focusing on EGG (so if
eggs start popping up, that’s why!!). Encouraging, Growth, and Giving are their key words
for the year…They want to encourage you to use your gifts, and discover new ones. They
want to grow together both in welcoming new members, and helping the folks that are
here get more involved and have deeper discipleship. And they want to join you giving to
others by donating, serving, and encouraging the community around us.
It’s going to be an awesome year as we explore what God has in store. As we sit on the
edge of our seats, waiting for that day when we can crack open the box and shout ….
(that word we can’t say til Easter!) once more…know that we are praying for you and
walking this journey to the cross with you.
He came and died and lives again so that we can use our gifts in a new way, with a new
life, filled with joy and love. He has almost risen…thanks be to God!
Pastor Amy

“I can do all this through him who gives me
strength”
Philippians 4:13 NIV

A Note from your Church Council President
The bible verse listed above is one that I will need to remember as we go through this year. I
remember a year ago when I was asked to consider this position on the Church Council. I was
absolutely terrified and could come up with a million reasons for not doing it. God kept talking to me
in many different ways as I was trying to decide. Anytime I thought of a good reason not to do it,
there was something telling me that it wasn’t a good enough reason. I then realized that I wouldn’t be
the only one doing the job and if I needed help, help would be given to me. All I would have to do is
ask. So with knowing all that and still very reluctant, I could find no reason for not agreeing to accept
it. So, with many stressful, sleepless nights, and a Saturday afternoon in the ER, I finally said yes.
With all that being said, the Church Council still needs to fill the very important Education Team
Lead position. Please prayerfully consider stepping up to the challenge and consider this position. If
it scares you as it did me, know that God will guide and lead us all.
The Education Team Lead position has a seat on the Chur ch Council and is a two year ter m.
Some of the duties and responsibilities are: Planning and coordinating Vacation Bible School and
Rally Sunday, recruiting Sunday School Teachers and facilitating the Christmas program. Each Team
Lead has a team to help them in accomplishing their duties. If you are interested, but reluctant as I
was, and/or would like to visit about the position, please contact either Pastor Amy or myself and we
will be happy to visit with you and answer any questions you may have. Remember, our children
need you!
In closing, I pray God continues to lead us in our ministry here at St. Matthew’s and look forward to
an exciting year.
God’s Blessings,
Cheryl Widman
Council President

Ladies Afternoon Tea

Sunday, May 3, 2015 2:00-4:00
Everyone is welcome. Bring a friend, mother, daughter, or sister.
There will be a sign up sheet put up in April. If you would rather, you can
RSVP with the number of people who will be attending so that we can plan
on the refreshments. RSVP to ruthfcnh@yahoo.com by April 28th.

March 29-Palm Sunday Worship at 10 am…with Sunday School Kids Singing in Worship
April 2- Maundy Thursday Worship at 7 pm with First Communion
April 3- Good Friday Worship Tenebrae Worship at 7 pm
April 5- Easter Sunrise Worship at 7 am, Festival Worship at 10 am
On Good Friday, April 3rd, there will be a prayer vigil from 9pm on
Good Friday until Saturday at midnight set up in the large
classroom. You are invited to come and spend time in quiet prayer
either alone or with your family. Resources will be provided for all ages
for those who would like to participate. Please sign up for a 30 minute
or hour slot on the bulletin board on Pastor Amy’s office door.
Looking for a chance to chat with Pastor Amy? Her April office hours will be:
Monday 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Tuesday: 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am, 6:30-8:00 pm
Thursday Pastor’s Day Off
Friday 10:00 am-12:00 pm at Choice Health and Fitness
If you would prefer another time, let Pastor Amy know,
and that will be made available!

Calling the Milwaukee Mission Trip crew! Our next meeting will be
May 3rd at 11:45 am. Come and help us get ready for our next fun
event!

The kids going on the Mission Trip to Milwaukee will be serving
Easter Breakfast for those who attend worship on Easter Sunday
from 8 am-10 am. Come, eat yummy food, celebrate our risen
Savior, and support our kids! All proceeds will help get our kids
closer to Milwaukee.
Hey 4th-6th Graders…Want to go to Bible Camp?
This year those in grades 4th-6th grade are invited to go to Creation Camp
at Red Willow from May 31st-June 5th. They will head to camp with other
youth from our church and Pastor Amy for a week of fun and learning…
there’ll be boating, swimming, hiking, and more! Sign up TODAY with
Pastor Amy because camp will fill up quick!

Calling women of all ages!

Looking for a chance to dig into the Word of God with
other women? This month we have 3 options for
gathering.
Wine, Women, and the Word- will be at Whitey’s Café
in East Grand Forks at 6:30 pm on April 14th.
WELCA Bible Study-will gather at Mary Loing and Ruth
Waller’s House (545 1st Ave NE, Reynolds) on Monday,
April 20th at 7:00 pm.
SOS-Sisters of Strength-will gather at Panera in Grand Forks on Wednesday, April 29th
at Noon.

All of these groups are always open to new women joining them! If you want more
information on any of these opportunities, contact the church office.

Calling All Confirmands!
This year for Bible Camp for you, we are offering two
options. Some of our crew is wanting to head back
to Metigoshe, and will be going to the Discover’s
Infinity Camp from July 19-24. Others of us are
returning to Middle School Mania at Joy Ranch in
South Dakota from July 5-10. Pastor Amy will be
headed with the group going to Joy Ranch. Remember that each confirmand is asked to
try Bible Camp at least once during your 3 years in confirmation. Either of these
options can fulfill that requirement…so be sure to register ASAP with Pastor Amy, because
camp will fill up quick!

The Church Mouse would like to thank:
 All those who baked and bought baked goods from our Milwaukee
Bake Sales
 All those who helped with Men’s Fish Fry this Lent
 John Schumacher for organizing the Men’s Fish Fry
 Beth Hughes for helping chaperone at the confirmation retreat
 Cheryl Widman for helping set up for the confirmation retreat
 Roger Gustafson, Sue Simon and Ruth Waller for helping re-set chairs in the sanctuary
 Duane and Chris Naas for all the above and beyond cleaning you did during the Lenten
season
 Earl and Michael Nunes for cooking soup during Lent
 Derek Plautz for supplying the church with flashlights!
If you know of someone who has been helping out around Saint Matthew’s, please notify
the church office! The church mouse doesn’t want to miss anyone! :-)

3rd Annual God’s Work, Our Hands Day
On April 12, during the time we normally gather for worship,
we will be having our 3rd Annual God’s Work, Our Hands Day.
For those of you who haven’t been present for this day in
earlier years, we change our service into a physical service for
others. This is a chance for all ages to come and make a
difference for others. A group of 50 folks will go to Feed My
Starving Children (see article in this newsletter). For those not
going to Feed My Starving Children, we will be making
breakfast bags for the Northland Mission, we'll be tying
prayer shawls, and we'll also be making gifts for the staff at Thompson School.
When the bus returns we will gather for lunch and a chance to share stories of how God
used our hands that day to make a difference for others! Everyone is welcome to come
and do God’s Work, with our hands!
Do you need a ride to get to church on Sunday mornings? Are you
willing to help people get to church on Sunday mornings? The council
is working on matching up those who need rides with those who can
give rides. If you need a ride, or can give a ride, let the church office
know! Our number is 599-2081
Are you tired of fundraisers that sell you stuff you don’t want?
Do you wish you could invest in a fundraiser that is
guaranteed to grow? This summer we have 18 youth and 3
adults heading to Milwaukee for a 9 day mission trip. And
they are giving you a chance to invest in our youth and in the
work being done in Milwaukee. For the month of April, you
can buy shares of stock in the trip. There will be different
levels that will get you different levels of involvement with our
trip…from a postcard written by one of our youth while on the trip, to a picture of the group
going, to an invitation to the Share Holder’s Dinner where our kids will share stories and
pictures of their life changing time in Milwaukee. Stop by the stock table on Sundays in
April and support our kids! Got questions?
Email Pastor Amy at stmattspastoramy@gmail.com

The next All Team Meeting will be Wednesday, April 8 at 6:30
pm. Please do your best to be there! This will be one of our last
All Team Meetings until fall!

A new fund has been created called Building Improvement Fund.
Money donated into this fund will be used for maintenance, building
upkeep, and replacement of appliances. Since the building is paid for
the money in the Building Fund will used for future additions or major
renovations. If you have any questions please contact the church office.

Greetings to All:

I can't believe I'm writing another newsletter already!! Nothing too
monumental at this time but over the Summer we'll be working on several
changes to the worship assistance lists and how things are done.
I hope that as this letter comes out, we're still enjoying the great weather
and that we'll all be able to wear our new Easter bonnets and NOT mad bombers as we have had to in past
years.
We're still looking for people to join the Worship Team......Please contact me OR Nancy Morgan if interested.
Thank you to all - Valorie Uhlir 701-739-2554 or valuhlir@yahoo.com

Here are the Worship Assistant Groups for April and May. The sign-up sheet is posted by the entrance to the
church. Thanks for your help!
Worship Assistant Group #8
April 2015
Carmen Bohlman
Craig Bohlman
Dave & Diane Fugleberg
Paul & Sonia Galegher
Rick & Claire Herland (GL)
David & Sarah Krogfoss
Tim & Christine Sivertson
Derek Sondreal
Kory & Susan Sondreal
Jason & Angela Suckut
Valorie Uhlir

Worship Assistant Group #9
May 2015
Jason & Jamie Bischoff
RaeAnn Burger
Neil & Kami Danner
Travis & Brook Fretheim
Robert & Lori Hodek
Scott & Danean Landa
Dianne Lundgren
John & Jill Schumacher
Sue Simon (GL)
Thomas & Dawn Stoe

Come and join us to help feed starving children around the world!
WHO: Anyone age 5 and above can participate in MobilePack event. Children
must have a parent or other adult present to attend.
WHAT: Feed My Starving Children Mobile Pack- An event that brings people
together to pack dehydrated meals for starving children around the world.
WHEN: Sunday, April 12 from 9-11 am. We will take a bus from the church
at 8:30 and return at about 11:30.
WHERE: The Mobile Pack takes place at the Grand Forks Public Works
Building-- 724 N 47th St
WHAT DO I DO THERE: There is a 15 minute training session at the start of our work time. After that, each
person is assigned a job to do in an assembly line form: scooping the dry ingredients, sealing the bag of
ingredients, putting the label on the bag, packing the bag in the shipping box, etc.
HOW CAN I SIGNUP: Please sign up ASAP! We are limited to 50 people for this event. Please contact
Julie Brorby jbrorby60@hotmail.com, 701-740-2906. We need your name, email address and phone number
to register you for this event.
WHAT ELSE CAN I DO TO HELP: The Grand Forks group in charge of this Mobile Pack needs to raise
$88,000. This will pay for the food that is packed during the event April 10-12. Although FMSC does not
require volunteers to donate money, we are hoping to raise $2000 to help pay for some of the food that we
help pack that day. If you would like to donate money towards FMSC, please put it in the donations jars in the
Narthex.

April Birthdays

April Anniversaries

1st

Matthew Brorby, Brooke Shimek

6th

Jeremy & Rachel Anderson

2nd

Landon Geatz, Cassandra Hovet

3rd

Kacey Munson, Kara Welke

9th

Richard & Mary Loing

4th

Dena Hegg, Benjamin Hippen

10th

Dave & Diane Fugleberg

5th

Tracie Ivesdal, Derek Shannon

6th

Gary Welsh

20th

Chris & Shelly Welsh

7th

Dan McMenamy, Scott Peterson

24th

Randy & Becky Bohlman

10th

Earl Haugen, Nancy Morgan,
Steven Tomanek, Ashley Wiskow

27th

Matt & Renee Fossum

11th

Claire Herland

12th

Benjamine Scheer, Brady Wilson

14th

Danean Landa, Connor Praska

17th

Newell Ueland

18th

Isaac Halvorson

_____________ (Easter-EARLY)

19th

Ryan Gilberg

_____________ (Easter-LATE)

20th Charla Peterson

April 12th

Marcus Hughes

21st

April 19th

Hayleigh Krogfoss

April 26th

Wade Strande

Upcoming Acolyte Schedule
April 5th

Bobbie Sondreal, Lisa Steinbrink

23rd Scott Landa
25th Ava Anderson, Julie Brorby, Stacy Plautz
26th Cody Wilson

27th Trinity Bohlman, Jessica Heimark
29th Jamie Bischoff
30th Collin Longo
If you have noticed that your birthdays, anniversaries, etc
are not being recognized in the newsletter, we greatly
apologize. Please call or email the office to make sure that
your information is up to date so that it will not be missed
in future newsletters.
stmatthews@midconetwork.com or 599-2081

Calling all parents! Do you have a
child graduating from high school or
college? Please notify the church office
and let us know their name and where
they are graduating from. Graduation
Sunday will be May 17th. We will recognize all graduates in worship and have a
special coffee klatch in their honor!

Office Hours:
Monday & Tuesday 9 am to 4 pm
Every other Friday Morning 9 am to 2 pm
(April 10th & 24th)
Feel free to stop in and visit!
Christine Schmidt

599-2081

Email: Stmatthews@midconetwork.com

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2015 Church Council
Officers
President

Cheryl Widman

847-2865

Vice President

Kevin Cooper

330-9660

Secretary

Kristi Adams

741-7669

Treasurer

Trinity Bohlman

599-2259

Pastor

Amy Eisenmann

732-0808

Teams
Education

Open

Fellowship

Ruth Waller

847-2795

Outreach

Sharon Gustafson

599-2683

Properties

Duane Naas

215-1809

Stewardship

Julie Shirek

739-2765

Worship

Val Uhlir

739-2554

Youth

Robyn Bohlman

739-4192

For a complete council directory go to
stmatthewslutheranchurch.org and click on contact us.

March 29-Palm Sunday Worship at 10 am…
with Sunday School Kids Singing in Worship
April 2- Maundy Thursday Worship at 7 pm
with First Communion
April 3- Good Friday Worship Tenebrae
Worship at 7 pm
April 5- Easter Sunrise Worship at 7 am,
Festival Worship at 10 am

