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And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”-Isaiah  6:8 
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God’s Work, Our Hands 2016 
We had a wonderful 3rd Annual God’s Work Our Hands day this year!  We sent 40 folks on the bus to 

pack meals for Feed My Starving Children.  The rest of us (about 50 additional folks) did projects at 

church that included: making breakfast bags for Northlands Rescue Mission, tying blankets for Project 

Linus, making care packages for our college students, writing notes to our homebound, putting 

together appreciation gifts for Thompson Public School Staff and more!  Here are some pictures from 

this year’s God’s Work Our Hands Day:  
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
I was blessed to be a part of a conversation 
this past week with a group of colleagues 
about a  possible new mission developer in 
our area.  When we met with this       
prospective candidate, (who is amazing,  
by the way), she talked about how it is 
important to not only be welcoming, but 
to welcome people to be themselves.  And 
it got me thinking about how we welcome 
others here at Saint Matthew’s.  It got me 
thinking about how I personally welcome 
others to my home and into my life.  And I 
couldn’t help but think that we want to be 
a congregation where people are not only 
welcome, but welcome to be themselves.   
 

What does that look like for you?  What 
does that look like for others?  For me, if 
we are a congregation that welcomes 
others to be themselves, then we might 
look like a congregation where kids are 
running around and laughing and not 
worried about getting into trouble for 
running.  We might look like a           
confirmation class where youth of our 
congregation can come, kick off their 
shoes and not worry that someone is going 
to pick on them or tell them they have to 
act a certain way.   To be a place where 
people are welcome to be themselves 
might look like a gathering of women for 
Wine, Women, and the Word where you 
can come if you’ve had the best day or the 
worst day, and you will find people who 

genuinely want to hear about it.  Or it 
could look like a gathering of Men in 
Mission where you can bring what is 
stressing you out, share what you are 
feeling, and get some suggestions for how 
to deal with it. 
 

What does a church where people are 
welcome to be themselves look like to 
you?  I hope that it looks like Saint   
Matthew’s!  What can we do to be more      
welcoming to you?  To others?  How can 
we ensure that others who might have 
completely different ideas of what 
“normal” is are welcoming into our    
worship space and into our community? 
 

In Deuteronomy 10:19 it says “You shall 
also love the stranger, for you were once 
strangers in the land of Egypt.”  We have 
all experienced what it is to be the new 
person, feeling awkward and out of place, 
worrying if we are going to sit in 
someone’s spot or wondering if we are 
going to say the wrong thing at the wrong 
time.  We have all been that kid in the 
lunchroom looking around desperately for 
someone we know so that we don’t have 
to be by ourselves.   
 

It is our call to remember that feeling 
when we see new folks come into our 
church and our  community. What if we 
were to be even more intentional to reach 
out to them and invite them to sit with us?  
What if we were to ask them about their 
families and what they like to do in their 
free time?  What would happen if we did 
our best to be a place where people are 
welcome to be themselves?   
 

Brothers and sisters...then we would be 
reminded and we would remind each 
other that you are welcome here...welcome 
to  be yourselves!  Thanks be to God!   

What does “all are welcome” really mean? 

We want to be a congregation 
where people are not only 
welcome, but welcome to be 
themselves. 

F r o m  t h e  P a s t o r ’ s  P e n  



 

 

L o v i n g  N e i g h b o r s  

Thompson Food 

Pantry 
The Thompson Food Pantry is 
open on Tuesday, May 10th 
from 11am-1pm, and Tuesday, 
May 24th from 6pm-8pm.  The 
pantry serves the communities of 
Thompson, Buxton, and Reynolds.  
For more information on the 
pantry, talk to Cher Meyer at 

701-599-2091. 

 
Thanks to everyone who helped out at our Annual God's Work/Our 
Hands Sunday.  40 people attended the Feed My Starving Children food 
packing event in Grand Forks.  We packed 36,504 meals which will feed 
100 children for a year!  We also raised $1540 to help cover the cost of 
those meals.  Special thanks to the Men's and Women's Clubs for 
donating $500 each and for the Pre-K Sunday school class for raising $69.  

 
Also many thanks and blessings to those who helped with the projects at 
the church.  There were 300 breakfast bags packed for the homeless,          
4 quilts made for the Linus Project, 7 college goodie boxes packed, gifts for 
teachers and staff at the school and letters to shut-ins and veterans. 
 
The Sunday school also participated this year by making thank you 
posters for Officer Jeff and the Fire Department, cards for the sick, 
butterflies for shut-ins and the Pre-K even washed the nursery toys! 
 
God's love surely shined through on this fun and productive day. 
 
The Outreach Team 

Our Pre-K Class helping give the nursery toys a bath!  They also 

raised $69 for Feed My Starving Children!  Way to go Pre-K! 
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MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 
men gather each Sunday morning 
at 9 am in the Rosendal Room for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of 
discussion vary, but new folks are 
always welcome to join them. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER This 
gathering is open to anyone, and 
meets at 7:00 am on Wednesdays in 
the Sanctuary.  They spend time in 
responsive prayer, and then enjoy a 
cup of coffee as well.  This group is 
then off to work by 7:30.  Come and 
join us as a great way to focus 
midweek!  

WINE, WOMEN & THE WORD 
The next gathering of Wine, 
Women, and the Word will be on 
Tuesday, May 10 at 6:30 pm at 
Whitey’s in East Grand Forks.  
This relaxed group of gals meets 
once a month for dinner, 
conversation, and bible study.  
New folks are always welcome to 
join us!  

WELCA BIBLE STUDY This 
group takes turns hosting in homes 
for an evening of desert, coffee and 
Bible Study.  Currently they are 
working through the book 
“Listening for the Voice of God: 

Growing in Faith Everyday.”  This 
month the WELCA women will be 
meeting at Ruth Waller and Mary 
Loing’s house.  For directions, or 
copies of the book they are 
studying, contact the church office 
at 599-2081. 

SISTERS OF STRENGTH This 
group of ladies meets the last 
Wednesday of the month to share 
stories, bible study and support 
each other.   They typically meet at 
Panera at noon.  Come and join this 
group of encouragers to give 
yourself a boost! 

O n g o i n g  M i n i s t r i e s  

Save the date!  

Vacation Bible School for children in K-5th 
grade will be Aug 7-9.  See page 5 for more 
info, or go online to 
www.stmatthewslutheranchurch.org/
education.html and register today! 

 

Senior Recognition. St. Matthew’s 

high school seniors will be blessed by the       
congregation on May 22 during worship.  If you 
have a senior that is graduating, please let the 
church office know by May 15! 



 

 

ST. MATT’S BOOK CLUB This group for 
readers meets approximately once a month.  
The group is currently reading “The Orphan 
Train” and will meet to discuss it on Tuesday, 
April 26th at 7 pm.  Details on our May book 
club book will be available on the church 
website.  If you have a suggestion of a book for 
book club to read, please email the church 
office at pastoramy@live.com 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS                      
Mondays 10:00 am-2:00 pm                      
Tuesdays Office hours by Appointment Only  
Wednesdays 7:30 am-9:30 am, 6-8 pm  
Thursdays Pastors Day Off                              
Fridays 10:00 am-Noon at Bully Brew at         

Valley Elder Care   

 

Fa i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

Save the Date!  
 

Red Willow Bible Camp will be coming to St. Matthews 
to offer a Vacation Bible School Day-Camp this 
Summer!!  VBS will take place for Grades 1-6: Sunday, 
August 7th 2-6pm; Monday, August 8th 9am-3pm; 
and Tuesday, August 9th 9am-3pm!  Half Day VBS will 
be offered for Pre-K and K Children during the 
following times: Sunday, August 7th 2-4; Monday 
August 8th 9am-11am; and Tuesday August 9th 9am-
11am. The cost of the camp will be $30 per child for 
Grades 1-6 and $10 for Pre-K and Kindergarten. 
Online registration will be available.  We hope your 
child can join us in this adventure!!  

Make a Difference in the Lives of our Children!  
 

Please consider teaching Sunday School and 
Confirmation for the 2016-2017 School Year. Teachers 
are needed for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 6th Grade. Please 
contact Alicia Schumacher 
at st.matthewsedu@yahoo.com or 701-740-6109 if 
you are interested. We are in need of full time 
teachers, and substitute teachers. Team/shared 
teaching with other individuals could also be arranged 
if needed.  

 
 
 

From the Education Team 

Our Sunday Schoolers had a lot of fun sharing    

music in worship on Palm Sunday! 

From the Fellowship Team 
 
Greetings from the Fellowship Team!  If any lady would like 
to come to the Ladies’ Social on Sunday, May 1st, please 
RSVP to Ruth Waller at ruthfcnh@yahoo.com by April 27th.  
We will be planting again and having lunch to celebrate 
spring! 

mailto:st.matthewsedu@yahoo.com
tel:701-740-6109
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From the Church Mouse  
 

It has been a busy month at church, between God’s Work Our 
Hands, and the big project day that happened mid-April.  We 
apologize if we miss anyone!   The church mouse would like to 
thank: 
 The group that worked to install the 

new doors, the roll up door, the new 
lights and hang tvs: Bill Widman, 
Gary Welsh, Roy Olson, Roger 
Gustafson, John and Zane 
Schumacher, Ryan Welsh and 
Duane Naas 

 The group cleaned out the shed and 
hauled branches: Roy Olson, Roger 
Gustafson, Gary Welsh, and Duane 
Naas 

 The LYO crew that cleaned the bushes: Megan Bohlman, Jake 
Bilden, Marcus Hughes, Josh Sem, Lucy Sutter-Hegg, Brittney 
Munson, Wade Strande, Chance Danner, Pierce Cooper, Kaia 
Sorby, Jordan 
Bohlman, and Ellie 
Schumacher 

 Paul and Heidi 
Strande for leading 
LYO and keeping our hard working LYO crew energized and 
fed! 

 Beth Kurz and Barbie Larson for substitute teaching for 
Sunday School 

 Ellie Schumacher for organizing the Bibles and Basketballs 
drive for Adullam Outreach Center in Milwaukee 

 Megan Bohlman, Ellie Schumacher, Jordyn Bohlman, Jen 
Bohlman,  Dena Hegg, Angie Muhs, Lucy Sutter-Hegg, and 
Jill Schumacher for teaching Sunday School this year! 

 Ryan Welsh, John Schumacher, Robyn Bohlman, and Beth 
Hughes for teaching Confirmation this year! 

 Gary Welsh, Ryan Welsh, Liz Welsh, Sara Munson, Dena 
Hegg, Barbie Larson,  Deb DeMoe, and Jeremy Hughes for 
your willingness to be confirmation mentors!  

Together we can do God’s 
Work with Our Hands! 

From the Worship Team 
Greetings to All! 
Just a reminder that  Kelsey Lindell will 
be speaking at DIGG on May 1st and 
again briefly during the  service.   She is 
quite interesting and has a great       
mission helping those with disabilities 
in Africa, where they are the 
“disposable" population! 
 
I have posted the complete Worship 
Assistant assignments on the web site 
under the Worship tab.  Please check 
it out.  You can see which month is 
yours.  These are NOT engraved in 
stone.  If you are not available any time 
that month, please sign up in a month 
that you are available.  If you are         
unsure of what is required, PLEASE  
contact me and we can get together.  
I'm more that happy to go over the    
duties.  It's all quite easy...REALLY! 
 
Just a quick note to let you know about 
the exciting events coming up in June. 
We will once again be having summer 
services on Wednesdays starting with 
supper grilled by Earl Haugen starting 
at 6 PM with "The Gospel in Disney" 
series starting at 6:45. Each service will 
be based on a different Disney movie 
which can be viewed after the service.   
For those that are new, Earl grills up 
great burgers, hot dogs, and on occasion 
chicken breasts and we are to supply 
the salads, chips, desserts, etc to      
complete the meal.  It's great fun! 
 
On June 8th, Pastor Amy will be on   
vacation, so the service will be a         
concert presented by John Bedore and 
his group from Fargo.  It's a great       
concert. Please plan to attend! 
Once again, I thank you in advance for 
all you do to make Worship GREAT! 
Valorie Uhlir,  
Worship Team Lead       701-739-2554 

We Get Thank Yous…. 

We would like to thank everyone who came and shared our 

Golden Anniversary with us.  Thank you for the well-wishes 

and cards!  It was so nice having our friends and church family 

there to celebrate with us! 

  ~Richard and Mary Loing 



 

 

Happy  
Birthday!  

1 Jeremy Anderson, Devin Munson 

3 RJ Anderson, Christopher Hagen 

4 Rae Ann Burger, Ericka Galegher, 
Matthew Greek, Weston Wilson 

5 Jordyn Bohlman, Sara Larson, 
Dustin Thompson, Ashley Vaagene 

6 Andrea Bakken, Mason Fugleberg 

7 Murphy Landa 

8 Lincoln Staveteig, Angela      
Thompson 

10 Brittney Munson 

11 Zachary Peterson 

13 Patrick Galegher 

14 Evelyn Lowe, Kaycee Wyatt 

15 Nathan Berberich, Jen Bohlman, 
Sara Zammert 

16 Marjean Greene, Cole Thompson 

17 Laura Benoit, Kaleb Ost 

18 Mike Burger, Cash Danner, Riley 
Kornkven 

19 Pat Hanson, Sara Munson 

20 Pierce Cooper 

21 Richard Loing 
22 Dex Avdem, John Berthold, Barbie 

Larson, Gayle Lemoine, 

23 
Dylan Anderson, Kyle Munson 

24 Christine Sivertson, Kory Sondreal, 
Andy Wilson 

25 Lyla Vaagene 

26 Travis Fretheim 

27 Deann Dearinger, Bruce Loyland 

28 Teresa Evanson 

29 Katie Greek 

30 Ki Hagen, Terrie Halvorson 

31 John Schumacher 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP 
Amy Eisenmann Pastor   stmatthewspastoramy@gmail.com 
Kevin Cooper Council President  kevin.j.cooper@outlook.com 
Kristie Adams Council Secretary  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 
Dianne Lundgren Council Treasurer  dlundgren44@hotmail.com 
Sharon Gustafson Outreach Team Lead rogersharongustafson@gmail.com 
Duane Naas Properties Team Lead dnaas@sterlingcaropetone.com 
Alicia Schumacher Education Team Lead Alicia.schumacher@gfcounty.org 
Paul Strande Youth Team Lead  pstrande59@gmail.com 
Val Uhlir  Worship Team Lead valuhlir@yahoo.com 
Ruth Waller Fellowship Team Lead ruthfcnh@yahoo.com 

Saint Mathew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St, Thompson, ND 58278 + (701) 599-2081 
 

From the Youth Team 
Thank you to the 12 students that 
were able to come to LYO on 
April 13

th
 to help clean the 

back yard and bushes for the 
Properties team.  The 8

th
 

grade confirmands that came 
that night were a huge help 
to our LYO group.   

LYO will meet on May 11
th

 
and May 25

th,
 which will   

conclude our scheduled 
nights for this school year.   

Reminder that LYO is for all high 
school students that have 
gone through confirmation 
as well as for their friends 
that might not be members 
of St. Matthew’s.   

Starting on May 11th,  the 
8th graders will be able to 
join our LYO group!!!  We 
look forward to adding these 
soon to be confirmands to 
our group and will also be 
congratulating our seniors 
that will be moving on to 
their future endeavors.   

Wear Red on May 15!  
On Sunday, May 15,we will be     
celebrating Pentecost and the   
coming of the Holy Spirit!             
We invite you to wear red if you 
wish as a way to remind us all that 
the Holy Spirit is present and 
working among us! 

Bring a friend to LYO! 
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays in June at 6:45 p.m. 

Address service requested 

Blessing of the Bible Campers will be at our first June       

Wednesday Worship on June 1st!  Please let the church 

office know if your kiddo is going to camp so that we are 

sure we have enough pillowcases ready to go! 

Join us for worship on Wednesdays in June as 

we discuss The Gospel in Disney! 

Each week will talk about how a Disney   

movie relates to a Bible Story as a part of our 

worship service, then you are invited (if you 

wish) to stay after worship with your family, 

and watch the movie we talked about!   

All ages are welcome to come and 

join us for supper at 6:00, worship at 

6:45, and the movie, which will start   

as soon as worship is through!   


