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The Messenger
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”-Isaiah 6:8

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
hope this March newsletter finds you enjoying weather that is a little bit warmer, and signs of spring
coming and snow melting.

I

We realized that we haven’t done a newsletter with frequently asked questions about how things work
at Saint Matthew’s lately, so this March newsletter will hopefully answer some of your questions.
Inside this newsletter, you can find answers to questions like:
*How do I become more involved in Saint Matthew’s? (and some ways to get started)
*What are worship groups (the folks who help in worship) and am I in one?
*What do I need to know if I want to help...usher, read, assist with communion, etc.
*What are the different teams at St Matt’s and what do they do?
There is also an article about where your dollars go once they enter the offering plate or are mailed to
church, and some suggestions for you if you are interested in growing your giving.
Another way you can ensure that you stay up to date with church happenings is to make sure that we
have your correct email address. If you haven’t received an email from the church in the last couple
weeks, please talk to the church office at (701) 599-2081 and make sure that we have the correct email
for you. You can also get up to the minute updates by liking St Matthew’s Lutheran Church of Thompson on Facebook. That would also be the way to know if we would have to cancel worship because of
inclement weather.
As we get deeper into Lent, I also wanted to remind you that we are encouraging all of our members to
track their miles whether spiritual or physical so that we, as a congregation, can walk from Thompson to
Jerusalem. You can log your miles on our church website, or by using the paper trackers that are
available at the church.
Finally, I wanted to share with you the Holy Week Schedule:
Palm Sunday, March 25, we will gather for worship at 10 am. Our Sunday Schoolers will carry
palms and sing to start our morning off.
Maundy Thursday, March 29 we will gather at 7:00 pm to celebrate the Last Supper that Jesus
had with his disciples.
Good Friday, March 30, there are two opportunities, At noon, our children will gather once more
for an experiential Good Friday. Come hear, taste and see what the final days of Jesus’ life
might have been like, and celebrate the empty tomb. In the evening, we will once again
gather at 7:00 pm to remember the sacrifice that Jesus made when he died on the cross for us.
Sunday morning, April 1 (and I’m not fooling!) we will break out the Alleluias and celebrate the
resurrection of Christ at 7:00 am for our Sunrise Service and 10:00 am for our Festival Service.
However you choose to participate with us, we hope your time is blessed and your spirit renewed!
Thank you for being part of our church family!
Grace and peace, Pastor Amy
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LYO - Yo u t h G r o u p
Youth Group News – Due to Lenten season we will not have a
regular LYO night in March. In February, we did a
service-learning project making three tie-blankets for
some members of our community who are dealing with
various injuries and ailments. We also served a soup
supper and went Cosmic Bowling as a group. On March
24th, our group will be going to the GF Curling Club to
try out the sport. Thank you to the congregation for
their continued support of our youth at St. Matthew’s.

Education

Mark your calendars! The education team has an exciting Easter
celebration planned for Sunday, April 15th! We will have our annual
Easter egg hunt and back by popular demand, it will be glow in the dark!
During our Easter egg hunt we will have the
students make some ‘bunny bait’ to snack
on and other fun too!

Many Blessings, The Education Team

Mark your calendars! Next time Sunday School
kids sing in worship is March 25!
Join us for Friday Lenten Fish Fry!
The Men in Mission will once again be hosting the Fish Fry every other Friday
during Lent. The Fridays that we will be hosting at Saint Matthew’s are:
March 9, and March 23. Food served will be: Walleye Fillet, Baked or
Mashed Potatoes, Coleslaw, Baked Beans, Ice Cream, and a Beverage. Grab
your friends and neighbors and come join the fun!

Do you like to bake? Or shop? We need folks to bring pies for upcoming
fish fry on both March 9 and March 23. If you can help talk to Sarah
Krogfoss, or sign up on the bulletin board today! Pie will also be for sale to
top off your delicious fish dinner for $2 a slice.
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WELCA
A big thank you to everyone who helped make Donut Day 2018 a huge success. Thank you to everyone who donated items, helped with the set up, and
helped on Saturday. We have an awesome crew! Also thank you to everyone
who helps support this WELCA project by buying the donuts.

Special thank you to
Amy B and Sandy O for
organizing our donut ladies
again this year!
We appreciate you!

Thank you to everyone who is a part of the ministry
at Saint Matthew’s! Here are a few folks we would
like to say a special thank you
to this month! We apologize if
we miss anyone!
• All who helped and filled
in while Pastor Amy was
sick and on vacation
• All the ladies who helped
make WELCA donuts...a
special shout out to Sandy
O and Amy B for
organizing the donut making day!
• All who helped with the first fish fry!
• Deb D for helping with the office while we are
short staffed
• Jill S and Brian H for helping chaperone our
youth ski retreat
• John S for teaching another year of Financial
Peace University
Thanks to all who are making a difference! We
appreciate you!

5th Graders (and older youth who have
not yet received First Communion
Instruction) will gather for a
retreat and Seder meal on
March 25th at 3:00 pm.
Parents and children will learn
about what it means to be
welcome to God’s Table.
5th Graders will receive
their first communion
on Maundy Thursday,
March 29 at 7:00 pm.

Did you know? A
beautiful digital sign
was given to our
church by Sharon
and Roger
Gustafson in
memory of
Sharon’s mother
Bernice Kjorvestad.
We thank you for
your thoughtful gift!

Ongoing Ministries
MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s WINE, WOMEN & THE WORD Monday March 19 at Carmen
men gather each Sunday morning
at 9 am in the Rosendal Room for a
chance to chat, drink coffee and
learn together. Their topics of
discussion vary. New folks are
always welcome to join them.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER This
gathering is open to anyone, and
meets at 7:00 am on Wednesdays in
the Sanctuary. This group spends
time in responsive prayer, and then
enjoys a cup of coffee as well. They
are off to work by 7:30. Come and
join us as a great way to focus
midweek!
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The next gathering of Wine,
Women, and the Word will be on
March 13 at 6:30 pm at Olive
Garden in Grand Forks. This
relaxed group of gals meets once a
month for dinner, conversation,
and bible study. New folks are
always welcome to join us!

WELCA BIBLE STUDY This
group takes turns hosting in homes
for an evening of desert, coffee and
Bible Study. Currently they are
working through the book
“Finding Rest in a Busy World”
WELCA Bible Study will meet

Bohlman’s House For a copy of
the book they are studying, contact
the church office at (701) 599-2081.

The LYO kids made tie blankets for
people in our community at their last
meeting. Thanks to our youth for
making a difference! We thank God
for each and every one of you!

March Worship Assistants

Pastor Amy’s Office Hours for March:
Monday: Office Hours by Appointment
Tuesday: 10:00 am-Noon
Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am,
6:00-8:00 pm
Thursday Pastor’s Day Off
Friday: 10:00 am-Noon at
Bully Brew South
(not March 9 or 30)

Spring forward

Don’t forget that daylight
savings time begins on
Sunday March 11!
Spring forward and come
join us for worship!

Donny & Wendy Ackerman Family
Mark & Kristie Adams Family
Dylan & Sara Anderson Family
Jeremy & Rachel Anderson Family
Tim & Dena Hegg Family
Kevin & Doris Cooper Family

Happy
Birthday in
March!
1 Kambra Deitz, Scott Kuster
4 Tom Naas, Lisa Strand
5 Roy Olson
6 Donny Ackerman
8 Kari Berthold, James Thorson
9 Alex Senger
12 Sonia Galegher, Jason Naas
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13 Hannah Halvorson, Mary
Sundberg, Christian Widman
17
19
20
21
22
24

Kenzie Hughes, Ruth Waller
Danica Tomanek
Kay Lindell

Ethan Steinbrink
Suzy Thorson

25 Becky Bohlman, Dave Fugleberg
26 Dianne Lundgren, Lynnea Mayer,
Mike Morgan, Laurie Yutrzenka
28 Josh Faul
30 Tony Amborn, Henry Haugen
31
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Sarah Fee

Chance Danner

Living Lent
This year we are once again having soup
suppers before most of our Midweek
Lenten Services. Soup will be
served from 5:30-6:45 or until the
soup runs out. Most of our soup
suppers are covered by our confirmands
and youth group.

Soup schedule of servers for this Lent is:
Feb 21-7th Graders, Feb 28-LYO, March 7-8th Grade Team A, March 14-6th Graders,
March 21-8th Grade Team B
Calling All Confirmands! Come and join us on Sunday, March 4 for the
4th Annual Confirmation retreat from 3:00 pm-6:00 pm. This year we
will be learning about the sacraments that the Lutheran church believes
in, and why they are important. This is a mandatory retreat. If you are
unable to attend, please let Pastor Amy know by Friday, March 2nd.

Our Annual God’s Work, Our Hands Day is coming
up on April 8. We will once again be helping out at
Feed My Starving Children in Grand Forks. These
meals are sent to children in need around the world.
There will also be fun activities involving Outreach for
all ages happening at Saint Matthew’s that day. Grab
your kids, grab your neighbors and come join the fun!
For more information, or to sign up to be on the bus to
Feed My Starving Children, call Julie Brorby at 701-740
-2906 or email her at jbrorby60@hotmail.com

There will be a youth sponsored bake sale at the fish
fry on March 9 which will help pay for the cost of the ski
trip bus. We had more kids go than we anticipated which
is an awesome problem! All donations will go towards our
youth program!
Thank you for supporting our youth ministries!

Council Meeting-January 21, 2018
IN ATTENDANCE:
ABSENT: None

John Schumacher, Darwin Potter, Roy Olson, Val Uhlir, Pastor Amy, Paul Strande, Beth Kurz,
Sara Munson, Sharon Gustafson, Alicia Schumacher

CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order by John at approximately 11:24 am.
LITURGY:
Pastor Amy led the Church Council in prayer.
AGENDA APPROVAL
Two items were added to the agenda – “Sound System Update” under Old Business and “Organization of Furniture/
Clutter” under New Business.

Motion: Darwin moved approve the agenda. Paul seconded. Motion carried.
MINUTES APPROVAL
No changes were made to the minutes from the December 10 Council Meeting.
Motion: Roy motioned to approve the December 10 meeting minutes. Val seconded. Motion carried.
FINANCIAL REPORTS
John summarized the financial reports for December. We ended up a couple hundred dollars ahead of where we
needed to be for the year. General Giving income was $21,584.80. Net income for December was $9,150.44. As of
December 31, the General Giving checking account balance was at $12,635.37. Special Giving net income for
December was negative $1,224.93. The Special Giving checking account balance was at $41,810.75.
Motion: Paul moved to approve the Financial Reports. Sharon seconded. Motion carried.
CALENDAR REVIEW
John mentioned that he might need to have a second Financial Peace University class, but the time is yet to be determined.
PASTOR’S REPORT
Pastor Amy is not returning to North Dakota from her vacation until February 12th, not the 11th.
See attached report provided prior to the meeting. The main secretary book will contain an actual attached copy of the
report.
MEN’S CLUB AND WELCA REPORT
WELCA: There is a WELCA meeting on the 4th.
Men’s Club: The fish fry is coming up. They also talked about donating to the youth that are going to Houston.
TEAM REPORTS
Executive: John Schumacher – The Executive Team met last week to discuss the audit team recommendations, the
ministry assistant position and updating the Church Council team lead job descriptions. There will be an update on
the Ministry Assistant Position later in the meeting.
Education: Alicia Schumacher – Things are going well. Movie Sunday is scheduled for February 18 next month. The
kids will be singing in church on February 4.
Fellowship: Sara Munson – Nothing new to report.
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Outreach: Sharon Gustafson – The food pantry distributed 157.5 pounds of food to 4 households in December. We also
need to put money in the dime donation fund for Feed My Starving Children.
Properties: Roy Olson – They need to clean the freezers out to get ready for storing fish for the upcoming fish fry and donuts. If any teams such as LYO have stuff in there, it needs to be cleaned out. Pastor Amy also has a freezer that will
be used. They also need to fix the faucet in the lady’s bathroom.
Worship: Val Uhlir – They will be ordering Easter flowers soon.
Youth: Paul Strande – They got snowed out on their first LYO meeting this month. They are trying to look at a fun activity
to do as a group.
OLD BUSINESS
Ministry Assistant Position Update
We have two applicants for this position. The Executive Team is going to meet on Tuesday, January 23 to go through the
applications. We hope to have someone in the position by February.
Sound System
Bill had been working on this, but with him in Arizona, we might need to have someone also assist in updating the sound
system. For example, we had issues with the sound system today and no one knew what was going on. Val asked if
we have anyone in the membership with A/V system skills. Josh Faul does, as well as Darwin (although Darwin hasn’t
worked in this area for a while). We also need a new microphone. In the long term, we need to update the sound system, especially by next Christmas. Darwin is going to talk to Bill to see if someone can help out with moving forward on
the sound system. We at least need to get the system fixed by Easter. We have almost $8000 in the Sound System
fund, so that’s a good start financially.
NEW BUSINESS
Guatemala Funds
We have a Guatemala fund that has $235 in it. We sent them a check last spring but they never cashed it, so we cancelled
the check. They have not been responding to our attempts to contact them. Sara Munson is going to talk to the person
that heads up the charity. If we are not going to send it to the Guatemala funds, we need to identify a new charity and
then the church council will vote on it.
Wedding Fund
People are booking weddings and then cancelling, so we get to keep the deposit. We need to decide what to do with the
funds.
Funding for Upgrading Church Wi-Fi
Darwin talked to Scott Conrad from TPS about this. He came over and gave Darwin advice. Scott estimated that it would
cost $600 to $800 if he bought all the necessary equipment at Best Buy. We’ll have much better coverage now
throughout the building via these new “access” points. It will be a box on the ceiling. The existing wi-fi isn’t that slow, it
just can’t handle a large number of users. Darwin will have the estimate at the next Council Meeting. We can use the
Miscellaneous and Thrivent funds to partially support this. If additional is needed, we’ll use the building improvement
fund.
Motion: Paul motioned to use the miscellaneous, Thrivent and building improvement funds to support this. Sharon seconded.
Organizing Church Furniture/Clutter
The church is starting to get really cluttered with stacks of chairs scattered throughout the building. We can’t use the cushioned, armed chairs for the fish fry and for other uses because they are too big. John would like to see them out of the
church because we just don’t have enough space. The other chairs are easy to stack. We also need to figure out what
to do with the folding chairs. We can’t fit them in the garage. There was a discussion about building an additional storage facility for the chairs and tables which would then allow us to clean out the man cave and the mechanical room.
John would like a motion to see if we can get rid of some of the cushioned chairs – some will be saved for the elderly.
There are some in the fellowship hall that are larger and are a problem when they bump up against the wall because
they leave marks. In general, we need to look at improving and cleaning up the classrooms, such as moving chairs out
that don’t get used, figuring out better ways to mount the TVs, figure out where the TV/DVD player remotes are at,
etc… We haven’t updated the classroom equipment for a long time. Also, many of the rooms don’t have enough outlets. Paul has a 10x12 shed for sale that his school kids built and he’s looking to sell it just for cost of materials. John
asked to make sure the door is wide enough to fit the items.
Motion: Sara motioned adjourn the meeting. Beth seconded. Motion carried.
Meeting closed at 12:23 p.m. with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully Submitted, Beth Kurz

Saint Matthew’s 101Frequently Asked Questions about the Ministry
of Saint Matthew’s,
Thompson
So I am new to church, now what? We welcome you to begin by just worshipping with
us or attending various events. All things we do are open to new folks joining, so if you
see something you are interested in on the calendar, stop in and check it out! To find out
more about an event, check out our website at www.stmatthewslutheranchurch.org
I’ve worshipped and feel like Saint Matthew’s could be my new church home, now
what? We are so excited that you feel like Saint Matthew’s is where you belong! We have
an information form for you to fill out that can be found either on our church website,
by asking one of the ushers at worship, or by talking to Pastor Amy. Fill it out, return it
to the church office, and we will get you scheduled to become official at our next New
Member Sunday!
Now I am a member, what else do I need to know? We are so glad that you are
officially a part of our church family! We like to say you will get out of church what you
put into it. If you are just looking for a place to worship, and that is all right now, we
understand, and will welcome you into worship. If however, you would like to become
more deeply involved, we encourage you to do so. Once you are a member for a year, you
will be placed into a worship group. Because we recognize that the vast majority of our
members attend worship, we ask that one month of the year, your family helps to make
worship happen. That could be by helping usher, greet at the door, help with communion, read the lessons, etc. Your worship group leader will contact your family and find
out how you would like to be involved during your worship month. If you are uncomfortable with being in a worship group, please notify the church office and we will remove
your name from the list.
What if I want to help in worship but I don’t know what to do? Great question! First,
know that you aren’t alone feeling unsure about what to do in worship, second there are a
couple of options. 1. There is a description of each worship job (ushers, communion assistants, etc) in the drawers of the table that hold the bulletin, it will tell you what needs
to be done. 2. Coming soon to our website there will be video tutorials to walk you
through each of the ways that you can participate in worship. 3. If you still have questions, talk to Deb DeMoe or Pastor Amy, they will be glad to help. Also, please know that
we welcome all ages to help in worship. Whether you are 3 or 103, there is something
you can do to make a difference!
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What if I want to be involved with more than worship? Awesome! That is music to
our ears! There are lots of ways to get involved. Youth can be involved in Sunday School,
Confirmation, and LYO (High School Youth Group), Adults can join a team that does what
they are interested in. Teams currently working at Saint Matthew’s are:
Education-The team that organizes Sunday School, Confirmation, Adult Education,
etc. This team is led by Alicia Schumacher.
Youth-The team that organizes LYO, high school youth group activities and regular
gatherings. This team is led by Paul Strande.
Property-The team that takes care of our building and grounds. This team is led by
Roy Olson.
Fellowship-The team that plans quarterly events that help strengthen the friend
ships and relationships in and around St. Matthew’s. This team is led by Sara
Munson.
Outreach-The team that works on making a difference in our community and in the
wider world. They are also the team that works on supporting new members and
reaching out to the members of our community who might not otherwise come to
Saint Matthew’s. This team is led by Sarah Krogfoss.
Worship-This team is the one that works on worship, whether that be organizing
worship volunteers, new worship opportunities, special music, etc. This team is led
by Deb DeMoe.
Mutual Ministry-This team works to keep a healthy relationship between Pastor
Amy and Saint Matthew’s. They are the folks pastor can go to with questions, and
also the place that others can come with concerns about Pastor Amy. Currently
serving on this team are: John Schumacher, Ryan Welsh, and Kara Welke.
We welcome you to contact Team Leads and talk to them about ways that you could
get involved on their team. Every single team lead would love to have more folks
involved and is always looking for new ideas. You can find contact information for our
team leads on our church website under the “Who We Are: Council” tab.
I still have questions. Now what? We would love to try and answer them for you!
Call the church office at 599-2081 or email Pastor Amy at stmattspastoramy@gmail.com.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Have you ever wondered about where your
dollars go at Saint Matthew’s?
When you use a giving envelope at Saint Matthew’s, you have
several options for where your money goes.
The different categories on your envelope are:
Budget (General Fund)-This fund is where most of our bills are paid from. It supports the
ongoing ministry of our congregation, and pays for things like utilities, ministry expenses,
and staffing.
Building Improvement-This fund is for general improvement, maintenance and upkeep of
our current building.
Elizabeth Grove (Bible Camp)-This fund was started in memory of Elizabeth
Grove to
help send kids to Bible Camp. It is used each year to support those going to camp for the
first time with a scholarship to help defray costs.
Food Pantry-This fund is specifically used by the Thompson Community Food Pantry. It is
used to purchase supplies and to supplement food available when necessary for this
ministry that serves the Thompson, Buxton, Reynolds area.
World Hunger-This fund, together with the coins and cash collected in the holy cow is sent to
help feed hungry people across our world. It is organized through Lutheran World Relief,
and you can find out more at www.lwr.org
Grace Gifts-Occasionally we get requests to help those in need on an individual basis.
Someone struggling with their rent, heat bill, etc. This fund is used, along with pastoral
conversation to support individuals in need in our area.
Mission (South Sudan, Uphold, CAR, etc.)-This fund funnels money for local and
international mission. You can direct your dollars to specific ministries (like South Sudan
Lutheran in Fargo, Uphold-the ministry run by missionary Kelsey Lindell, or CAR-our sister
synod in the Central African Republic), or you can leave it undesignated, and let the council
decide which local organizations will receive the money. In the past undesignated mission
money has been donated to places such as CVIC (Community Violence Intervention Center),
Northland Rescue Mission, and the Sunshine Foundation (Hospice ministry in the area)
Other-This line can be used for specific donations to things such as altar flowers at Easter and
Christmas, donations to fundraisers, etc.
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Welcome to worship
Mid-week Lenten Worship 7:00 pm
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School at 9 a.m.

Address service requested

Palm Sunday, March 25th
10:00 am Festival Worship with Sunday School Kids singing
3:00 pm First Communion Event with 5th Graders & Parents
Maundy Thursday, March 29th
7:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion
Good Friday, March 30th
Noon Children’s Service “Journey to the Cross”
7:00 pm Tenebrae Worship
Easter Sunday, April 1st
7:00 am Sunrise Worship
8:00-9:45 am Easter Breakfast
10:00 am Festival Worship

