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The Messenger
And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”-Isaiah 6:8

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I had a wonderful opportunity to travel to Luther Seminary in January for their Mid-Winter
Convocation. The theme of our time there was: Translating the Reformation: Table Talks
Today. At one of the workshops I attended, they talked a lot about what people feel keeps
them from being able to do ministry. Some of their most popular answers were: busyness,
time, family, fear and doubt. I’ve heard some of those same answers from members of our
church as well. When our folks are asked if they can help with a certain ministry or program,
we often answer with “I’m too busy” or “I don’t have the skills for that”.
Which got me thinking about ministry in a different way. I think we don’t recognize enough
the ministry that you all are already doing. The ministry that you do in your daily job, in your
home, in your relationships. That is all ministry! Whether you farm or do construction or work
in an office, or are a stay-at-home parent, whether you are in your first job, or you’ve been
retired for years, all of you are doing important ministry out in the world.
Our council’s theme this year is “Gathered & Scattered”. We, your church leadership recognize that you are busy people, and are doing important ministry out in the world each and
every day. So we are striving to support you in the ministry that you are doing when you are
scattered out in the world, and we are striving to feed you and encourage you as you are
gathered back into the walls of Saint Matthew’s, so that you are ready and empowered to
be scattered out into the world again.
As we continue to live into this new way of looking at our ministry, it is my hope that you feel
more encouraged and uplifted for every day of the week, not just Sunday mornings. If there
are things that we can be doing to better support and encourage your “scattered” days,
please let me know.
And in the meantime, know that I am praying for
you, walking with you, and thanking God for the
ministry that you do, not just in this place, but in
the wider world. YOU are making a difference in
our community, and I am so thankful for each
and every one of you!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Amy
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LYO - Yo u t h G r o u p
Youth Group Students-LYO will not have a regular
meeting again until April 19th due to Lent Service
and Soup Suppers. We will be serving Soup Supper
on March 8th. Supper begins at 5:30 so we will
need students to be at church by 5 to help start
setting up for the meal. Please contact Paul Strande
to make arrangements for what to bring.

Calling all 7th-12th Graders! The National Youth Gathering in
Houston is coming soon! We will have our first parent/
student interest meeting for the gathering on Sunday,
March 26th at 11:30 am! Come and get excited for our trip to
Houston!!

Education
Mark your calendars! The education team has an exciting
Easter celebration planned for Sunday, April 30th! We will have
our annual Easter egg hunt and back by popular demand, it
will be glow in the dark!

During our Easter egg hunt we will have the students make
some ‘bunny bait’ to snack on and we will try balloon
painting for the first time! The paint will be washable but
please have your student dress accordingly.
Many Blessings, The Education Team
Mark your calendars! Next time Sunday School kids sing in worship is March 12!
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WELCA
A big thank you to everyone who helped to make our donut making day such a huge
success!

Thank you to everyone who donated supplies
and money and to all those who helped at the
church on Saturday...a fun day had by all!

Thank you to everyone who is a part of the ministry at
Saint Matthew’s! Here are a few folks we would like to
say a special thank you to this
month! We apologize if we
miss anyone!
 John S and Trinity B for
helping with end of the
year reports
 Brian O and Marcus B for
leading the audit
 Cheryl W for helping out
in the office during our
staff transitions
 All the ladies who helped make WELCA donuts...a
special shout out to Sandy O and Amy B for
organizing the donut making day!
 Thanks to Bill W, Cheryl W, Roy O, Gary W. and
Ryan W for helping move in the new classroom
chairs and tables!
Thanks to all who are making a difference! We
appreciate you!

5th Graders (and older youth who have
not yet received First Communion
Instruction) will gather for a
retreat and Seder meal on
April 9th at 1:00 pm.
Parents and children will learn
about what it means to be
welcome to God’s Table.
5th Graders will receive
their first communion
on Maundy Thursday,
April 13 at 7:00 pm.

Several of our youth
will be traveling with
Pastor Amy on
March 10-11 for a
Mystery Mountain
Ski Retreat. Please
keep them in your
prayers as they
travel and ski,
snowboard & tube!

Ongoing Ministries
MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s WINE, WOMEN & THE WORD WELCA Bible Study will meet
men gather each Sunday morning
at 9 am in the Rosendal Room for a
chance to chat, drink coffee and
learn together. Their topics of
discussion vary. New folks are
always welcome to join them.

The next gathering of Wine,
Women, and the Word will be on
February 28 at 6:30 pm at L’Bistro
in Grand Forks,. This relaxed
group of gals meets once a month
for dinner, conversation, and bible
study. New folks are always
welcome to join us!

Monday March 20 at Carmen
Bohlman’s House For a copy of
the book they are studying, contact
the church office at 599-2081.

SISTERS OF STRENGTH This

group of ladies meets the last
Wednesday of the month to share
RESPONSIVE PRAYER This
stories, bible study and support
gathering is open to anyone, and
each other. They will be gathering
meets at 7:00 am on Wednesdays in WELCA BIBLE STUDY This
March 29 at noon at Panera. .
group
takes
turns
hosting
in
homes
the Sanctuary. This group spends
time in responsive prayer, and then for an evening of desert, coffee and Come and join this group of
encouragers and give yourself a
enjoys a cup of coffee as well. They Bible Study. Currently they are
boost!
working
through
the
book
are off to work by 7:30. Come and
“Listening for the Voice of God:
join us as a great way to focus
Growing in Faith Everyday.”
midweek!
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Greeting From the Worship Team!
We are entering the Easter Season! How can
it be?? Lenten Services will begin on the
March 1st with the Ash Wednesday service.
The 5 Wednesdays after that will start with a
Soup Supper before
each Wednesday service. These are always a
highlight and bring us together for the Lenten
experience.
You will soon be receiving an order form for Easter Flowers. Please consider
helping decorate the alter for Easter. We're late enough in the season that the
flowers should transition to your yard shortly after coming home!
Val Uhlir,
Worship Team Chair
701-739-2554
March Worship Assistants

April Worship Assistants

Donny & Wendy Ackerman Family
Mark & Kristie Adams Family
Jeremy & Rachel Anderson Family
Barry & Cheryl Arntz Family
Dylan & Sara Anderson Family
Randy & Becky Bohlman Family
Kevin & Doris Cooper Family
Tim & Dena Hegg Family

Tony & Paula Amborn Family
Jeremy & Beth Hughes Family
Dean & Barbie Larson Family
Mike & Nancy Morgan
Jason & Alicia Schumacher Family
David & Cami Stevens Family
Paul & Heidi Strande Family
Lisa Strand Family

Dear Friends,
Brian, Jonathan, Morgan and I would like to say thank you to
our church family for all of your support over the past eight
months. We have had some scary times and moments with
little hope, yet were always reminded of God’s love by your
actions. This was evident through your support, calls, visits,
cards, sunshine box, the benefit, and the ongoing prayers that
were (and continue to be) lifted up for all of us. Thank you
from the bottom of my heart. We are blessed to call St. Matthew’s our home.
With love-Angie, Brian, Jonathan and Morgan Muhs

Pastor Amy’s Office Hours for March:
Monday: 11:00 am-1:00 pm
Tuesday: Office Hours by Appointment
Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am,
6:00-8:00 pm
Thursday Pastor’s Day Off
Friday: 10:00 am-Noon at
Bully Brew South

Spring forward

Don’t forget that daylight
savings time begins on
Sunday March 12!
Spring forward and come
join us for worship!

Happy
Birthday in
March!
4 Tom Naas, Lisa Strand
5 Roy Olson
6 Donny Ackerman
8 Kari Berthold, James Thorson
9 Alex Senger

12 Sonia Galegher, Jason Naas
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13 Hannah Halvorson, Mary Sundberg,
Christian Widman
19
20

Kenzie Hughes, Ruth Waller
Danica Tomanek

21 Kay Lindell
22 Ethan Steinbrink

24

Suzy Thorson

25 Becky Bohlman, Dave Fugleberg
26 Dianne Lundgren, Mike Morgan,
Laurie Yutrzenka
28 Josh Faul
30 Tony Amborn, Henry Haugen
31 Brett Anderson, Chance Danner

St. Matthew’
Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Council Meeting, January 15, 2017
MEETING MINUTES
In Attendance:
Absent:

Ruth Waller, John Schumacher, Alicia Schumacher, Kristie Adams, Pastor Amy, Duane
Naas, Kevin Cooper, Val Uhlir, Paul Strande, Steph Albin, and Sharon Gustafson
Dianne Lundgren

Call to Order
Meeting was called to order by Kevin Cooper at approximately 11:50 A.M. Pastor Amy led us in an opening
devotional and council reflected upon 2016. A lot has been accomplished in the last year (food pantry
changes, new clavinova, addition of new families) and council hopes that the incoming council will be able
to keep the momentum going.
Agenda Approval
ADDITION: Under new business, add Annual Meeting. MOTION: Ruth Waller moved, Sharon Gustafson seconded to approve the agenda with the addition. Motion carried.
Minutes Approval
CORRECTION: Under fellowship team report, it should say 3 dozen cookies, not 3 cookies. MOTION: Paul
Strande moved, Val Uhlir seconded to approve the meeting minutes with the correction. Motion carried.
Financial Reports
The General Fund has $11,791.97. The Net Income for December is $2,923.27 and YTD for 2016 is $802.72
allowing us to end the year in the black.
MOTION: Duane Naas moved, Ruth Waller seconded to approve financial report. Motion carried.
Calendar Review:
January 30/31: Pastor will be on vacation, weather permitting
February 1st: All Team meeting, John Schumacher will be leading
February 18th: WELCA will be making donuts
Pastor’s Report:
See attached report she provided prior to the meeting. The main secretary book will contain an actual
attached copy of the report.

Men’s Club and WELCA Report:
The Men’s Club will be having 3 fish fries again this year.
WELCA will be purchasing some kitchen supplies (utensils, fryers, etc)
Team Reports:
Education: Alicia Schumacher – Sarah Krogfoss will be joining the team. The Christmas program is done and
next year will be held in the afternoon.
Fellowship: Ruth Waller – The cookie exchange went very well and they hope it will continue. The birthday
bash is coming up next week.
Outreach: Sharon Gustafson – In 2016, the Food Pantry assisted 15 families distributing 5,872 pounds of food.
They went to the mission to pack bags. It was a lot of fun and they hope to do it again. They did the angel tree
again this year and, with LYO, made oatmeal bags for the mission.
Properties: Duane Naas– Duane will work on a job description for his role for the incoming team leader. They
are hoping to get the doors in, possibly this spring.
Mission Support: Stephanie Albin – Nothing to report, this role is still developing.
Worship: Val Uhlir – They have taken down the decorations from Christmas and have Lent/Easter coming up.
Youth: Paul Strande – They recently bagged meals for the Outreach team to share with the mission and had a
movie night. They are still getting back into things and are seeing about 12 to 14 kids each week.
New Business:
Sound System:
Pastor met with Tricorne for an estimate to update the sound system and install projectors/screens. To install
new speakers in the sanctuary, Rosendahl room, the overhang in the back of church, fellowship hall and
narthex will cost approximately $22,000. To add the projector/screens will be about another $20,000.
There is currently about $5,000 in the sound system fund. To complete all of the desired updates, it will
have to be done in 2 steps. We will continue to raise funds for the sound system and install the speakers
first, keeping in mind the addition of the projector/screens at some point down the road.
Council Nominations:
We still need to fill is the vice president, nominating team, and audit team. Beth Kurz accepted the position of
secretary, Roy Olson will take over on Properties, and Sara Munson on Fellowship. Sarah Krogfoss will be
assisting Alicia with some of the leadership responsibilities of the Education team.
Ministry Coordinator Position:
Bre will be stepping down due to increased demands from her other job. The incoming council will take a look
at this role and review our needs, as well as Jamie’s workload and determine where to take this position.
Annual Meeting:
Kevin will meet with John and Pastor to prepare for the annual meeting on January 29 nd.
Motion: Sharon Gustafson moved to adjourned at 1:10 P.M., Paul Strande seconded. Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted,
Kristie Adams
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Join us for Friday Lenten Fish Fry!
The Men in Mission will once again be hosting the Fish
Fry every other Friday during Lent. The Fridays that
we will be hosting at Saint Matthew’s are: March 10,
March 24 and April 7. Food served will be: Walleye
Fillet, Mashed Potatoes, Coleslaw, Baked Beans, Ice
Cream, and a Beverage. Grab your friends and
neighbors and come join the fun!

Pie will also be for sale for the women to top off your delicious fish
dinner for $1 a slice. Stay tuned for more details about how you
can help bake pie coming to you from WELCA!

Don’t forget that donuts will be for sale at the Fish Fry as
long as they last for $6/dozen!

There will be a WELCA sponsored bake
sale at the first fish fry on March 10.
There will be donuts for sale at the fish fry
on March 17. There will be a youth sponsored bake sale on April 7 which will be the
first of our fundraisers for the Houston
Youth Gathering Trip in the Summer of 2018!
Thank you for supporting our women’s and youth ministries!

Living Lent
This year we will once again be having
soup suppers before most of our
Midweek Lenten Services. Soup will
be served from 5:30-6:45 or until
the soup runs out. Most of our soup
suppers are covered by our confirmands
and youth group, but we are looking
for some folks to bring soup on Wednesday, March 15. If you are willing to help bring
soup on the 15th, please sign up on the church bulletin board with your name and the type of
soup you are bringing. Soup schedule of servers for this Lent is:
March 8-LYO, March 15-Fellowship Team, March 22-6th Graders, March 29-7th Graders,
April 5-8th Graders

Calling All Confirmands! Come and join us on Sunday, March
5 for the 3rd Annual Confirmation retreat from 3:00 pm-6:00
pm. This year we will be learning about the Lenten season,
and why we do what we do during Lent. This is a mandatory
retreat. If you are unable to attend, please let Pastor Amy
know by Friday, March 3rd. We are still looking for adults to
help with this retreat. Let the church office know if you are
available to help!
Our Annual God’s Work, Our Hands Day is coming up on April 2nd.
We will once again be helping out at Feed My Starving Children in Grand
Forks. These meals are sent to children in need around
the world. There will also be fun activities involving
Outreach for all ages happening at Saint Matthew’s that
day. Grab your kids, grab your neighbors and come join
the fun! For more information, or to sign up to be on the
bus to Feed My Starving Children, call Julie Brorby at
701-740-2906 or email her at jbrorby60@hotmail.com
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org

Welcome to worship
Mid-week Lenten Worship 7:00 pm
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School at 9 a.m.

Address service requested

This year for Mid-week Worship we will be hearing Stone Stories…come and join
us as we worship around the stories of stones in our scripture. Worship will be at
7pm on Wednesday nights. Come and take a break from the world as we are
reminded how God, our rock, works through the hard places of our lives.
March 1-Casting Stones
March 8-Water from the Rock
March 15-Rocks to Remember
March 22-Built on the Rock
March 29-Sticks and Stones
April 5-Just a Stone’s Throw Away

We will continue our stone stories on Palm Sunday and Easter as well
on April 9 at 10 am-Even the Rocks Cry Out and April 16-The Stone is Rolled Away

