
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Greetings in the midst of this Lenten Season!  We are in the midst of busy days here,       

between regular Sunday worship, Lenten Mid-week Worship, Soup Suppers, and Fish 

Frys!  We hope you are able to join us as we live into our baptismal promises on Wednes-

day nights and as we walk with Jesus closer to Jerusalem on Sunday mornings. 

As we continue to live into this new year, I wanted to also let you know that the Church 

Council will be meeting on February 28th to make plans for the coming year, to get to 

know each other, and to pray and talk about what God might be up to at Saint Matthew’s.   

One of the things they will talk about is this year’s focus across the church on H.O.P.E. 

H.O.P.E. is an acronym that we have adopted for this year, to help us to focus with some 

intentional mission here at Saint Matthew’s.  Here’s what H.O.P.E. is all about: 

Hospitality-We want to be a church where all people feel welcome, and feel at home.  We 

want to strive to continue to find new ways to live into what that means and how we can 

better welcome those who are new to our community, and those outside our four walls.  

Opportunity-As a church, we recognize that people are searching for God, and also that 

God is wanting deeper relationship with us.  We have the opportunity as people of Christ 

to welcome others to worship, to Bible Study, to fellowship events and more.  We will 

strive to find new ways to offer opportunities to those that are already a part of the Saint 

Matthew’s family to deepen their discipleship.  At the same time, we will recognize that we 

are the ones being called to offer that opportunity to others.   

Purpose-As a church we need to remember whose we are.  That first and foremost we are 

forgiven children of God called to share God’s love with the world.  We do this through 

worship, the sacraments, and other spiritual disciplines.  We will be exploring how we can 

deepen our own ways of living out God’s purpose, as well as deepening the purpose of our 

community as a whole. 

Engagement-We want to be a church where we are engaged in our community.  When we 

are engaged, we have the opportunity to share our story with others, developing              

relationships with them, and helping us to deepen our own discipleship and make new 

disciples as well. 

We will learn more about this idea of H.O.P.E. in the coming months.  These are exciting 

days ahead, and I look forward to walking them with you.  Thank you for your partnership 

on this journey!       Grace and peace,  

      Pastor Amy  



 
Looking for a chance to chat with Pastor Amy?  Her March office hours 

will be:  

Monday 10:00-3:00 

Tuesday: office Hours by appointment only 

Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am, 6:30-8:00 pm  

Thursday Pastor’s Day Off 

Friday 10:00 am –Noon  

If you would prefer another time, let Pastor Amy know, and that will be made available! 
 

Calling all Women! 
Looking for a break from the cold?  Come join us as we gather to have 

some good food, hear the scripture for the week, and discuss whatever you 

would like to!  The next gathering of Wine, Women, and the Word will be on 

the church calendar and upcoming bulletin.  Keep your eyes open.   Sisters 

of Strength will meet on March 24 at Noon at Panera.  

 

 

The Church Mouse would like to thank: 

 Paul Strande, Stephanie Albin Bohlman, and Diane Lundgren for stepping up to be 

on church council this year 

 Jamie Bischoff for being our new bookkeeper! 

 The builder of the new sink in the Food Pantry :) 

 All the men who helped install the new accordion wall for the 

Rosendal Room 

 All who helped make donuts, donated ingredients, or donated 

money towards donut making! 

 Sandy Olson and Amy Bergeron for organizing donut making and 

helping it be such a huge success! 

If you know of someone who has been helping out around Saint Matthew’s, please notify 

the church office!  The church mouse doesn’t want to miss anyone! :) 

 

 

Tired of the cold weather?  Let’s talk about Bible Camp!                          

This year we are exploring the option of going to a new Bible Camp 

where 4th-12th graders would go the same week together but be in 

different programs!    Registration Forms will be available at the 
meeting following worship on March 13th! 

 

 

Have you turned in your Time and Talent Sheet for 2016 

yet?  We are encouraging all members of Saint Matthew’s that 

are Grade 6 and older to complete a time and talent sheet.  

Thank you for sharing your gifts! 



Feb 17, Feb 24, Mar 2, Mar 9, Mar 16-      

Soup at 5:30, Worship at 7 pm 

March 24- Maundy Thursday Worship at 7 pm with 

First Communion 

March 25- Good Friday Tenebrae Worship at  7 pm 

March 27- Easter Sunrise Worship at 7 am,  

 Festival Worship at 10 am   

 

Join us for Friday Lenten Fish Fry! 

The Men in Mission will once again be hosting the Fish Fry every other 

Friday during Lent.  The Fridays that we will be hosting at Saint       

Matthew’s are: Feb 19th, March 4th, and March 18th.  Food served will 

be: Walleye Fillet, Baked Potato, Coleslaw, Ice Cream and a Beverage.  

Grab your friends and neighbors, and come join the fun! 

 

 

Calling all 6th-8th Graders!  Come and join us on Sunday, March 

6th from 3:00-6:00 for our 2nd Annual Confirmation Retreat!  

This year we will be learning about why we do what we do in    

worship.  And hopefully together make worship more meaningful 

for all of us!  This is a mandatory retreat.  If you are unable to at-

tend, let Pastor Amy know by Friday, March 4th. 

 

 

5th Graders (and those who have not yet received First           

Communion Instruction) will gather for a retreat and Seder 

meal on March 20th at 1:00 pm.  Parents and children will learn 

about what it means to be welcome to God’s Table.  5th Graders 

will receive their first communion at the Maundy Thursday service 

on March 24th at 7:00 pm.   

 

 

 March 6th will be a fun day at Saint Matthew’s as the Girl Scouts 

will be celebrating Girl Scout Sunday.  Our Girl Scouts will have 

cookies for sale, and then will be helping to lead worship.  Come 

join the fun! :-) 

 

 

New Member Sunday will be on Sunday, April 10, with a  

potluck following worship.  If you know of someone who might 

be interested in joining the church, let the church office 

know!   Otherwise, bring some food to share and come and 

meet our new members! 



Guatemala Mission Update 

At this time last year, money was being raised and building plans were being drawn for a new 

school in San Lucas.  Below are some pictures of the new school, the excited kids, and the awe-

some things happening there.  God is doing awesome things through this ministry and your gifts! 

Want to help support the ministry 

happening in Guatemala?  When you 

use your church envelopes, just direct 

some of your dollars to Guatemala 

Mission, and we will send them on to 

Jon Hutton and “His House”! 

From the food pantry, 

Last year the Thompson Community Food Pantry distributed 

8,173 pounds of food to 94 families.  The breakdown of families 

was 168 adults, 27 children, 38 seniors. We served six less 

families then the year before but we gave out more food.  From 

food drives and individuals donating canned goods we received 

5,869 pounds of goods donated.  Our food pantry is small com-

pared to most; however we are blessed and so fortunate to 

have not only the amount of donated foods but the financial 

support from donors to purchase foods when needed.  

Thank you to St. Matthews for generously donating the space for the Thompson Community 

Food Pantry!   

Thank you to everyone  for continuing to support the food pantry. 

Cher Meyer    



Our Annual God’s Work, Our Hands Day at St. Matthews is coming up on 

April 3.  We will once again be helping out at the Feed My Starving Children 

packing meals event in Grand Forks.  These meals are sent to children in 

need around the world.  There will also be fun activities involving Outreach 

held at the church that day.  Look for more information posted at the church 

and in next month's newsletter.  If you would like to volunteer to help, call or 

email Julie Brorby at 701-740-2906 or jbrorby60@hotmail.com.   

Baptisms this month 

We would like to welcome the following members to our 

church family who were baptized in February: 
 

 Garnet Kenneth Bischoff 

  son of Jason and Jamie Bischoff 
 Kennedy Lee Stevens 

  daughter of David and Cami Stevens 

Don’t forget to Spring Forward Sunday, March 13th! 

Did you know that Saint Matthew’s is getting an AED?   The   

council voted this past month to purchase an AED or Automated 

External Defibrillator.  Once the unit is installed, we will be        

offering a training for how to use the AED.  If you are interested 
in receiving AED training, please sign up on the church      

bulletin board. 

We are in need of additional help in worship to 

make Holy Week happen.  There will be several 

extra readings, some behind the scenes ways to 

help, and some assistance needed in transitioning 

from one service to the next.  If you are able to 
lend a hand during Holy Week, please sign up 

on the bulletin board. 

mailto:jbrorby60@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       WELCA Bible Study 

  Monday, March 14th, 7:00 pm 

 Carmen Bohlman’s House 

      1248 7th Ave NE 

 

 

 

Upcoming Acolyte Schedule 

March 2 (Weds) Ryan Strande  

March 6 Connor Praska 

March 9 (Weds) Alex Senger 

March 13 Cole Potter  

March 16 (Weds) Connor Praska 

March 20 Connor Welsh 

March 24 (Maundy Thurs) Open 

March 25 (GoodFriday) Murphy Landa 

March 27 (7 am) Open 

March 27 (10 am) Open 

March Anniversaries  

15th Travis & Mistie Manzke 

21st Richard & Mindy Staveteig 

25th John & Robyn Bohlman 

30th Dylan & Sara Anderson 

March Birthdays 
3rd Dan Shirek 

4th Tom Naas, Lisa Strand 

5th Roy Olson 

6th Donny Ackerman 

8th Kari Berthold, James Thorson 

9th Alex Senger 

12th Sonia Galegher, Jason Naas 

13th Hannah Halvorson, Mary Sundberg,      
 Christian Widman 

14th Quinn Beaudry, Shelly Walsh 

15th Janel Evanson 

19th Mackenzie Hughes, Ruth Waller 

20th Danica Tomanek 

21st Kay Lindell 

22nd Ethan Steinbrink 

24th Suzy Thorson 

25th Becky Bohlman, Dave Fugleberg 

26th Dianne Lundgren, Mike Morgan,  
 Laurie Yutrzenka 

28th Josh Faul 

30th Tony Amborn, Henry Haugen 

31st Brett Anderson, Chance Danner 

If you have noticed that your birthdays, anniversaries, etc 
are not being recognized in the newsletter, we greatly   
apologize.  Please call or email the office to make sure that 
your information is up to date so that it will not be missed 
in future newsletters. 
stmatthews@midconetwork.com or 599-2081 

Worship Assistants March  2016 
Donny & Wendy Ackerman Family 
Mark & Kristie Adams Family 
Dylan & Sara Anderson Family 
Jeremy & Rachel Anderson Family 
Randy & Becky Bohlman 
Kevin & Doris Cooper Family 
Deb DeMoe 
Tim & Dena Hegg Family 
Linda Schumacher 
 

We invite all families that are a part of Saint 

Matthew’s to help with worship.  Whether 

you are a family of one, or have lots of kids, 

we look forward to worshiping with you!     

We welcome youth of all ages to help with 

worship...they can usher, they can read, they 

can even help with communion with a little 

training.  Want to know more about how you 

can help in worship?   Talk to Val Uhlir or 

Pastor Amy! 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

      2016 Church Council 

 

Officers 

President Kevin Cooper  330-9660 

Vice President OPEN 

Secretary Kristi Adams  741-7669 

Treasurer Dianne Lundgren  740-2991 

Pastor  Amy Eisenmann   732-0808 
 

Teams 

Education Alicia Schumacher  740-6109 

Fellowship Ruth Waller  847-2795 

Outreach Sharon Gustafson  599-2683 

Properties Duane Naas  215-1809 

Mission Support Stephanie Albin  599-2525  

Worship  Val Uhlir   739-2554 

Youth  Paul Strande  740-5372 

 

For a complete council directory go to                                       

stmatthewslutheranchurch.org and click on contact us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Feb 17, Feb 24, Mar 2, Mar 9, Mar 16- 

 Soup at 5:30, Worship at 7 pm 

 

March 24- Maundy Thursday Worship at 

         7 pm with First Communion 

March 25- Good Friday Tenebrae Worship 

         at 7 pm 

March 27- Easter Sunrise Worship at 7 am, 

         Festival Worship at 10 am   


