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And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”-Isaiah  6:8 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,                                                               

As we head into this summer season, I wanted share this poem 

from Joyce Rupp with you.  May your summer be a time of rest 

and renewal, and may God our creator fill you with joy and peace 

in these summer days.  Peace to you! ~Pastor Amy 

Blessed are you summer, with your generous gift of heat. 

Your warm breath animates creation, 

encouraging all growing things to stretch toward the sun. 

Blessed are you, summer, you call us into playfulness, 

encouraging us to pause from work.  You renew our spirits. 

Blessed are you, nurturing season of summer,                                                            

your fruits and vegetables appear on our tables, 

changing them into altars.                                                                                                   

Tasting of your life, we are made strong. 

Blessed are you, sacrament of summer,                                                                                     

nature’s green season, sweet echo of spring. 

You speak to us in living color as you renew the earth 

with symbols of life for our bodies and souls. 

Blessed are you, summer, season rooted in reality. 

Even as the perspiration collects on our brow, 

we experience your earthly joy. 

Blessed are you, summer, and your firefly evenings 

you minister to the child in us. 

You feed our hunger for beauty.                                                             

Taken from a poem by Joyce Rupp ~ 
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Summer is a time when us North      

Dakotans try to make the most of the 

opportunity to be outside enjoying God’s 

“Big Backyard”.  Even as we enjoy the 

many activities of summer it is          

worthwhile to note that St. Matthew’s 

continues to serve the needs of our      

congregation and wider community.   

In follow-up to our recent retreat, the 

Council in the process of selecting ways 

to add opportunities for spiritual growth 

for children and adults, as well as enrich 

Sunday morning worship. In addition, we 

are assembling resources to better    

manage our facilities, and respond to a 

medical emergency. 

We are faced with a couple of persistent 

challenges that have emerged in the past 

six months and I am asking you now to 

share your ideas with me on how to solve 

them. 

Since last October St. Matthew’s has been 

without the services of an administrative 

support coordinator. While we are very 

thankful to Jamie Bischoff for becoming 

our financial coordinator, it is extremely 

important to have the services of a       

part-time employee (8-15 hours per 

week) who can attend to numerous 

details as well as coordinate and assist 

our Team Leaders. Much of this work has 

fallen on Pastor Amy’s shoulders.   

 

The Council feels strongly that this posi-

tion is needed to provide Pastor Amy to 

focus more on essential ministerial priori-

ties and enjoy a healthier work/life bal-

ance.  

The position of Vice-President on St. 

Matthew’s Council remains unfilled. The 

terms of several Council members will be 

ending at the conclusion of this church 

year, and filling the Vice President      

position by the end of the summer is a        

necessity to ensure that they will be 

prepared for the duties of leading the 

Council.  

Please be mindful of these very important 

needs for our congregation and our  

pastor. If you have suggestions on how 

we can address these important needs, 

please contact me at 701.330.9660, Pastor 

Amy at 218-290-3982.  If you know of 

someone that may be interested in either 

of these positions but needs a little    

encouragement, please consider talking to 

them or contacting us as well. 

Thank you and enjoy the beginning of 

summer! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kevin Cooper, Council President 

“Looking for Leaders” 

C o u n c i l  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o r n e r  



 

 

L o v i n g  N e i g h b o r s  

Thompson Food 

Pantry 
The Thompson Food Pantry is 
open on Tuesday, May 10th 
from 11am-1pm, and Tuesday, 
May 24th from 6pm-8pm.  The 
pantry serves the communities of 
Thompson, Buxton, and Reynolds.  
For more information on the 
pantry, talk to Cher Meyer at 

701-599-2091. 

 

We would like to welcome everyone to come and join us for a 
special worship out at Southbrook Park on July 3rd.  We have 
invited Grand Forks Rural Parish (the churches of Walle, East 

Walle and Evanger) 
 
The Outreach Team is asking that the 
people of Saint Matthew’s bring a main 
dish crock pot or casserole to share.  The 
people of Grand Forks Rural Parish are 
asked to bring salads and desert.  We 
hope you can join us on this weekend as 
we worship and fellowship together! 

 

LYO had fun this last month playing 

Giant Jenga down at Southbrook 

Park and helping make keychains 

for the Backpack Blessing this fall.   
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MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 
men gather each Sunday morning 
at 9 am in the Rosendal Room for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of 
discussion vary, but new folks are 
always welcome to join them. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER This 
gathering is open to anyone, and 
meets at 7:00 am on Wednesdays in 
the Sanctuary.  They spend time in 
responsive prayer, and then enjoy a 
cup of coffee as well.  This group is 
then off to work by 7:30.  Come and 
join us as a great way to focus 
midweek!  

WINE, WOMEN & THE WORD 
The next gathering of Wine, 
Women, and the Word will be on 
June 28 at 6:30 pm at the Wild Hog 
in Grand Forks,  This relaxed group 
of gals meets once a month for 
dinner, conversation, and bible 
study.  New folks are always 
welcome to join us!  

WELCA BIBLE STUDY This 
group takes turns hosting in homes 
for an evening of desert, coffee and 
Bible Study.  Currently they are 
working through the book 
“Listening for the Voice of God: 
Growing in Faith Everyday.”  

WELCA Bible Study takes the 
summer off, but will resume in 
September.   For a copy of the book 
they are studying, contact the 
church office at 599-2081. 

SISTERS OF STRENGTH This 
group of ladies meets the last 
Wednesday of the month to share 
stories, bible study and support 
each other.   They typically meet at 
Panera at noon.  Come and join this 
group of encouragers to give 
yourself a boost! 

 

O n g o i n g  M i n i s t r i e s  

Save the date!  

Vacation Bible School for children in K-5th 
grade will be Aug 7-9.  See page 5 for more info, 
or go online to our church website at 
www.stmatthewslutheranchurch.org/
education.html and register today! 

In the summer, our lawn is kept up by 

volunteers.  Do you like to mow?  

Have some spare time?  Please sign 

up for lawn mowing on the sign up 

sheet just inside the front doors at 

church.  The lawn mower will be kept 

filled with gas, and youth are allowed 

to help mow if an adult is present with 

them!  Thank you for your help in 

keeping our church property looking 

great! 



 

 

ST. MATT’S BOOK CLUB This group for 
readers meets approximately once a month.  
The group is currently reading “The Story of 
Beautiful Girl” by Rachel Simon and will meet 
to discuss it on Tuesday, June  14th at 7 pm.  
Details on our May book club book will be 
available on the church website.  If you have a 
suggestion of a book for book club to read, 
please email the church office at 
stmattspastoramy@gmail.com 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS                      
Mondays 1:00 pm-3:00 pm                       
Tuesdays Office hours by Appointment Only  
Wednesdays 7:30 am-9:30 am, 6-8 pm  
Thursdays Pastors Day Off                              

Fridays 10:00 am-Noon at Panera Bread 

 

Fa i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

Vacation Bible School  Aug 7-9 
 

Red Willow Bible Camp will be coming to St. 
Matthew’s to offer a Vacation Bible School Day 
Camp this Summer! VBS will take place for Grades 
1-6 Sunday, August 7th 2pm-6pm; Monday, August 
8th 9am-3pm; and Tuesday, August 9th 9am-3pm! 
Half day VBS will be offered for Pre-K and K 
Children during the following times: Sunday, 
August 7th 2pm-6pm; Monday, August 8th 9am-
12pm; and Tuesday, August 9th 9am-12pm. All 
children are asked to bring their own lunch, snacks 
will be provided. The cost of the camp will be $30 
per child for Grades 1-6 and $10 a child for Pre-K 
and Kindergarten. Online registration is now 
available! We hope your child can join us in this 
adventure!  
 
 
 
 

 

Make a Difference in the Lives of our Children!  
We are still seeking Sunday School and 
Confirmation Teachers for the 2016-2017 School 
Year. Teachers are needed for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 
4th and 6th Grade! Please contact Alicia 
Schumacher at st.matthewsedu@yahoo.com  
or 701-740-6109 if you are interested. We are also 
in need of Substitute Teachers. Team/shared 
teaching with other individuals could also be 
arranged. 

From the Education Team 

Our Thompson High School Graduates and their plans: 

Hannah Ackerman-Wahpeton for Culinary Arts 

Megan Bohlman-UND for Elementary Education 

Samuel Halvorson-UND for Integrated Studies Program 

Cole Hjelmstad-NDSCS for HVAC Technology 

Connor Hjelmstad-NDSCS for Electrical Construction 

Taylor Krogfoss-UND Lake Region for Nursing 

Allison McGauvran-UND for English 

Emily Overby-University of Jamestown for Radiation Therapy  

Jettie Strand-UND for Physical Therapy 

Danica Tomanek-NDSU for Respiratory Therapy                                         

 

Congratulations also to Connor Swope on his graduation from 

Warren-Alvarado-Oslo High School 
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Happy  
Birthday in June 

From the Church Mouse  
Thank you to everyone who made this school year so much fun 
and such a success.  As head prepare to head into summer, here 
are a few folks we would like to thank this month! We apologize 
if we miss anyone!   The church mouse would like to thank: 
 Nancy M for changing the church 

paraments to faithfully every season! 
 Roger G, Duane N, Roy O for 

mowing the church lawn in May 
 The Fellowship Team for organizing 

a fun and uplifting Ladies Social 
 Gary W for building the new ball 

holder in Pastor’s office 
 All who sent flamingos, bought 

insurance, and otherwise supported 
our gals going to Bible Camp 

 All who bought caramel rolls and supported our boys going 
to Bible Camp 

 Jill S for bringing the last two books we’ve read to book club 
 All who supported the 

new bus Uphold 
Global is working to 
buy! 

 Cheryl W for all the 
time you volunteer in the office and all your work on the 
directory 

 Doris C and Heidi S for feeding the LYO crew 
 Mark A, Bill W, and Gary W for helping move chairs in the 

sanctuary 

Together we can do God’s 
Work with Our Hands! 

June and July mowers: 

Week of May 29    Open 

Week of  June 5   Wade Strande 

Week of June 12  Wade Strande 

Week of June 19    Open 

Week of June 26    Open 

 

 

 Week of  July 3   Open 

 Week of July 10  Open 

 Week of July 17   Open 

 Week of July 24   Open 

 Week of July 31   Open 

2 Olga Eichorst 

3 Ursula Hovet,   

4 Blake Bischoff 

5 Susan Sondreal, Joe Tomanek 
7 Cynthia Prom 
8 Kenneth Dobmeier, Valorie Uhlir 

10 Lola Anderson, Robyn Bohlman, 
Jenna Thorson 

11 Zachary Brorby, Darin Praska 

13 Esther Eichorst 

14 McKenna Amborn, Lillian 
Fretheim, Jax Heimark,              
Dean Larson 

15 Astacia Hansen-Oelrich,            
Mary Mitchell 

16 Devan Praska 

17 Ryan Fretheim,                            
Whitney Kornkven 

18  Adam Ackerman 

19 Mavrik Peterson 

24 Cindy Eliason 

25 Allison McGauvran, Bill Mitchell 

28 Marcus Benoit, Larin Ivesdal,     
Elsa PromSchmidt 

29 Emma Haugen 

30 Luke Hanson 



 

 

1 Joely Anderson 

2 Jennifer Haugen,                             
JoEllen McGauvran, Emily Overby, 
Lucy Sutter-Hegg 

3 Jace Strand 

4 Vaughn Quern 

5 Kevin Dobmeier 

6 Derek Plautz 

7 Thomas Stoe 

8 Braeden Ambron, Dan Hovet 

9 Elyse Galegher 

10 Wade Strande 

13 Leo Dearinger, Diane Fugelberg 

16 Troy Peterson, Sara Thorson 

17 Hunter Praska, Jacob Zak 

18 Wyatt Bergeron, Zac Haugen 

19 Bodin Fossum, Alyssa Hovet 

20 Buck Arntz 

21 Doris Cooper 

22 Wyatt Dearinger, Debe Mayers, 
Kinley Plautz, Derek Sondreal 

23  Lori Hodek, Ron Kornkven 

24 Craig Bohlman, Bridget Pearson, 
Cole Sorby 

25 Hayden Overby, Alicia Shumacher 

26 Ashlyn Fossum 

27 Tim Sivertson 

30  Jasmine Welke 

31 Evie Haugen, Madison Sundberg 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP 
Amy Eisenmann Pastor   stmatthewspastoramy@gmail.com 
Kevin Cooper Council President  kevin.j.cooper@outlook.com 
Kristie Adams Council Secretary  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 
Dianne Lundgren Council Treasurer  dlundgren44@hotmail.com 
Sharon Gustafson Outreach Team Lead rogersharongustafson@gmail.com 
Duane Naas Properties Team Lead dnaas@sterlingcaropetone.com 
Alicia Schumacher Education Team Lead Alicia.schumacher@gfcounty.org 
Paul Strande Youth Team Lead  pstrande59@gmail.com 
Val Uhlir  Worship Team Lead valuhlir@yahoo.com 
Ruth Waller Fellowship Team Lead ruthfcnh@yahoo.com 

Saint Mathew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St, Thompson, ND 58278 + (701) 599-2081 
 

From the Worship Team 
I expect that all of you are busy making plans for the               
Summer, but I encourage you to stop by Church either on 
Sunday at 10 am OR on Wednesdays at 6:45pm in June and 
worship with us. 
 
On June 8th, in Pastor Amy's absence we will be lead by John 
Bedore and his group.  Please plan to attend.   Wednesdays 
will also feature a picnic supper prepared by the Earl Haugen 
family.  Bring desserts and salads to compliment the burgers, 
hot dogs, and chicken patties that Earl prepares.  YUM!!! 
 
On July 3rd, the service will be at Southbrook Park and we 
have extended an offer to the Grand Forks Rural Parish  
members to join us.  Come join the fun for worship and lunch! 
 
AND since it is the season, I'm going to plant a few seeds!   
We would love to have special music any time of year, but 
especially during Christmas and  Easter.  If you have a talent 
that you're willing to share, please contact me and we will 
get you scheduled.  
 
I would also encourage anyone interested, to contact me  
regarding leading a choir for those special times of year. This 
offer is to young and old, individuals and groups.  Let's start 
the Fall season with special music during the services.  I  
believe we'll be hearing more from the Sunday Schoolers, but 
let's add some adults (young and old) once a month or  
quarter too… On that note,  
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER…                                               
COME SEE US AT CHURCH... 
Valorie, Team Leader 

Happy  
Birthday in  
July!  
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
(701) 599-2081 | stmatthewslutheranchurch.org 

Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesdays in June at 6:45 p.m. 

Address service requested 

Worship in the Park will be July 3!  You are invited to join Grand 

Forks Rural Parish (the churches of Walle, East Walle, and 

Evonger) for worship in the park at Southbrook on July 3 at 10 

am!  Come and worship with your friends and neighbors and then 

stay for a yummy lunch too! 

Join us for worship on Wednesdays in June as 

we discuss The Gospel in Disney! 

Each week will talk about how a Disney   

movie relates to a Bible Story as a part of our 

worship service, then you are invited (if you 

wish) to stay after worship with your family, 

and watch the movie we talked about!   

All ages are welcome to come and 

join us for supper at 6:00, worship at 

6:45, and the movie, which will start   

as soon as worship is through!   


