Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Have you ever come across a new term or a new idea and said to yourself “that’s it!”
“That’s what I’ve been trying to say/explain! That happened to me recently in our Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University class. In one of the sessions, Dave talked about
“time poverty and time fatiugue”. The idea that we are so busy and have packed our
schedules so full that we are tired and fatigued all the time. Even after we sleep, even
after vacation. We still find ourselves tired, worn out, and just wanting a break. We
find ourselves not making the best decisions because we choose the easy way out when
we are too tired to think clearly.
I’ve caught myself in that place way too often recently, and in talking to you, I know
several of you have found yourselves there too. You want to give your kids every
opportunity. You don’t want to say “no” to good ideas, good events, helping the
community, etc…and so you find your schedule even more full, yourself more tired, and
you find yourself dreading even the things you love to do. I get it. I’ve been there.
In many ways, I am there.
But I also have found that in my own life time fatigue happens when I am doing all the
things I think I should be doing instead of stopping and listening to what God says I
should be doing. I find myself feeling overwhelmed and worn out when I think I have to
do everything just the right way instead of listening for what God has to say in a given
situation, and recognizing that I can’t do all the things I want to.
So this month, I am going to be taking a day a week away from the hustle and bustle.
Not a day off...but a day to listen, to pray, to rest and to write. I will still be available
for emergencies and as needed for appointments, but during this month, I will be taking
a day where I can listen to God’s lead in a clearer way. I will be intentionally turning
off the noise and busy-ness of the world to focus in on God and what he has to say.
And I want to encourage you to find time to do the same. Maybe you can’t take a day.
But can you take an hour? A part of your lunch break? Your first few minutes when
you get up before everyone else is up? Can you and I carve away time to spend with
God, recognizing that it is the most important time in our day, our week, our month.
Recognizing that God created Sabbath for us...and that when we take time to rest in
him and listen to him that his peace will come and He will be at work in our lives even
more than he currently is?
(continued)

(continued from front page) However you are able to carve away some time, I pray your
time with our awesome God will be blessed. It says in Matthew 11 “Come to me all who
are heavy burdened and I will give you rest.” May we all find rest in our Lord’s arms of
love this month friends.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Amy

Looking for a chance to chat with Pastor Amy?
Her February office hours will be:
Monday 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Tuesday: Office Hours by Appt Only
Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am, 5:30-8:00 pm
Thursday Pastor’s Day Off
Friday (@Panera): 10:00 am-12:00 pm
If you would prefer another time, let Pastor Amy know, and that will be made available!
Calling all Women!
Looking for a break from the cold? Come join us as we gather
to have some good food, hear the scripture for the week, and
discuss whatever you would like to! The next gathering of Wine,
Women, and the Word will be announced in February...watch
the website for more details!
The Church Mouse would like to thank:
 Sharon Gustafson and Suzy Thorson for hosting the Crafting Weekend.
 Cheryl Widman, Trinity Bohlman, Robyn Bohlman, for your time serving on
council.
 Duane and Chris Naas for all you do to keep our building looking beautiful.
 Ruth Waller & the Fellowship Team for the fun All Member Birthday Party!
 Deb DeMoe for helping prep the prayer blankets, and the Steinbrink family
for delivering them!
 Jennifer Haugen for coming into the office and helping assemble annual reports!
If you know of someone who has been helping out around Saint Matthew’s, please notify
the church office! The church mouse doesn’t want to miss anyone! :)

Lent is almost here! Mark your calendars to join us
for Lenten worship on Wednesdays starting Feb 10th.
This year, each week we will be reminded of the promises that were made when we came to the font, and we
will leave with ideas on how to live out those promises
in our every day lives! Midweek services are at 7:00,
and midweek soup suppers begin Feb 17 at 5:30!

Let’s make donuts! Welca will be making the donuts that will be sold at
the fish fry on February 19. This is one of our big fundraisers of the
year. Volunteers are needed. A sign up sheet will be posted in the
church. Please consider signing up to help. No experience is necessary!
There will also be sheets listing the items needed to make the donuts. Please sign
up to donate one or more of the ingredients. The fun begins at 8:00 on Saturday,
February 13. Lunch will be provided. If you have any questions, please call Amy
Bergeron (701-741-3923) or Sandy Olson (701-891-9975).

Feb 10- Ash Wednesday Worship at 7 pm
Feb 17, Feb 24, Mar 2, Mar 9, Mar 16Soup at 5:30, Worship at 7 pm
March 24- Maundy Thursday Worship at 7 pm
with First Communion
March 25- Good Friday Tenebrae Worship at 7 pm
March 27- Easter Sunrise Worship at 7 am, Festival Worship at 10 am

Join us for Friday Lenten Fish Fry!
The Men in Mission will once again be hosting the Fish Fry every other Friday
during Lent. The Fridays that we will be
hosting at Saint Matthew’s are: Feb 19th,
March 4th, and March 18th. Food served
will be: Walleye Fillet, Baked Potato,
Coleslaw, Ice Cream and a Beverage.
Grab your friends and neighbors, and
come join the fun!

Calling all 6th-8th Graders! Come and join us on
Sunday, March 6th from 3:00-6:00 for our 3rd
Annual Confirmation Retreat! This year we will be
learning about the different parts of the worship
service, and why we do what we do in worship! This
is a mandatory retreat. If you are unable to attend,
let Pastor Amy know by Friday, March 4th.

5th Graders (and those who have not yet received first
communion instruction) will gather for a retreat and Seder meal
on March 20th at 1:00 pm. Parents and children will learn about
what it means to be welcome to God’s Table. 5th Graders will receive
their first communion at the Maundy Thursday service on March
24th at 7:00 pm.
DIGG-We will be gathering on Sunday, February 7 to
have coffee and conversation with Bishop Terry
Brandt! All folks 6th grade-103 are welcome to attend!
Let’s learn and share together! There will be no DIGG in
March, but we invite any gals who want to come join the
guys for conversation on March 13 at 9 am to do so!
The next All Team Meeting will be Wednesday, Feb 3
at 6:30 pm. We will welcome new members, new team
leads and make our plans for the Lenten and Easter
season. This will be our last All Team Meeting until May,
so please make every effort to attend!
During Lent our Sunday Schoolers and Confirmands
will be collecting money in God’s Global Barnyard Banks
for World Hunger. If you and your family would like an
extra bank, let Pastor Amy know. Kids are invited to
bring their banks back on Easter Sunday as we
celebrate that one day all the world will be fed with
God’s love!

Congratulations to the following children who joined our
church family through baptism this month:
Layne Bradley Johnson,
Son of Lee Ann Novak & Jeff Johnson
Corban Mavrik Peterson,
Son of Mavrik & Amanda Peterson

Saint Matthew’s Book Club has chosen their next book! We will be reading
“I Am Malala” by Malala Yousafzai. Come and join us for discussion on this
book at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, Feb 23. New folks are always welcome to join
our book club, and next book suggestions are always welcome too!

Here are the Worship Assistant Groups for February and March.
The sign-up sheet is posted by the entrance to the church. Thanks for your help!
Worship Assistant Group

Worship Assistant Group

February 2016

March 2016

Jason & Jamie Bischoff Family

Donny & Wendy Ackerman Family

RaeAnn Burger

Dylan & Sara Anderson Family

Neil & Kami Danner Family

Jeremy & Rachel Anderson Family

Travis & Brook Fretheim Family

Mark & Kristie Adams Family

Mitchell & Jessica Heimark Family

Randy & Becky Bohlman

Scott & Denean Landa Family

Kevin & Doris Cooper Family

John & Jill Schumacher Family

Deb DeMoe

Sue Simon

Tim & Dena Hegg Family

Tom & Dawn Stoe Family

Linda Schumacher

But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and
in your love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving. 2 Corinthians 8:7
While the Sunday offering is the most common opportunity to give, many of our congregants have asked for the
option of making a payment automatically through their bank’s bill pay option. Automatic Bank Bill Pay is a popular,
convenient, and consistent way for people who are so inclined to give to Saint Matthew’s. Automatic Bank Bill Pay is
set up directly with your banking institution; most banks offer this as a free service to their customers. This
payment method allows you to set up an automatic draft withdrawal from your checking account without having to
write or mail checks.
Benefits of Giving through Automatic Bank Bill Pay
 First Fruits – In Proverbs 3:9 we are taught to honor the Lord with the “first fruits” of our labor. By setting up an
automatic, recurring contribution that is scheduled to come out of your account on the day you specify you can
ensure that your First Fruits are given back to God.
 Simplicity – You won’t need to remember if you gave this week, or this month, or to send in an offering check
when you’re out of town.
 Consistency-Automatic, recurring contributions help Saint Matthew’s cash flow especially during the vacation
months when attendance tends to decrease, and during busy sporting seasons when weekend tournaments take
you away from Sunday worship.
How to Set Up Automatic Bank Bill Pay
To set up an automatic bank bill pay you will be required to contact your banking institution directly; logging on to the
bank website is the most convenient but a phone call or visit to the bank may also be an option. They will provide
step-by-step instructions.
Your bank will most likely require some or all of the following information about Saint Matthew’s:
Address: 701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278
Phone Number: 701-599-2081
You can set up a one time payment in an amount of your choosing or set up recurring payments. You choose the
frequency of payments and when during the month the payments are made. Most banks send email reminders.
Payments can be changed or stopped at any time.
Saint Matthew’s does not need to be informed in advance that an automatic bill pay has been established. At the
appropriate time the bank will forward the payment to Saint Matthew’s, either electronically or via paper check.
As always, thank you for all the ways you support the ministry of Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church!

February Birthdays

February Anniversaries

2nd

Summer Pearson

6th

Mark & Laura Hagen

4th

Logan Bischoff, Alex Zammert

6th

Wes & Cheryl Thompson

6th

Wendy Ackerman

12th

David & Sarah Krogfoss

8th

Chase Bring

10th

Tim Hegg

21st

Randy & Paula Bring

11th

Ashton Lemoine

13th

Rachel Suckut, Zachary Suckut

14th

Jake Ost

15th

Carmen Bohlman, Justin Herland,
Andy Naas

16th

Noah Hippen, Brandon Walsh

18th

Mitchell Heimark

19th

Cathy Buettner-Haugen, Matthew Hippen
Don Mayers

22nd Ryan & Elizabeth Welsh

Upcoming Acolyte Schedule
Feb. 7th
Blake Schultz
Feb. 10th (Weds) Ryan Strande
Feb 14th
Cole Potter
Feb 17th (Weds) Kaia Sorby
Feb 21st
Riley Kornkven
Feb 24th (Weds) Madison Sundberg
Feb 28th
Jordyn Fossum

WELCA Bible Study

22nd Christine Naas, Alex Starcevic
25th Steve Evanson, Linda Schumacher
28th Jordyn Fossum
If you have noticed that your birthdays, anniversaries, etc
are not being recognized in the newsletter, we greatly
apologize. Please call or email the office to make sure that
your information is up to date so that it will not be missed
in future newsletters.

Monday, February 15th
7:00 pm
Kay Lindell’s House
3174 36th Ave S #5

Did you know??
The Stewardship Team is
being renamed the Mission
Support Team...this will better
reflect what the team
actually does...encouraging
all of us to deepen our
discipleship and support the
mission and ministry of Saint
Matthews!

Saint Matthew’s is currently hiring for two
positions:
Administrative Assistant-10-12 hours per week,
this position will work in support of pastor and
team leaders. Pay Scale will range from
$10-13/hour depending on experience.
A complete job description will be available on the
church website.

Book Keeper 2-3 hours per week, this position
will provides financial tasks in support of the
function of Saint Matthews. Pay Scale will range
from $15-18/hr depending on experience. A
complete job description is available on the church
website.
For more information,
contact President Kevin
Cooper 701-330-9660 or
call the church office at
701-599-2081.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2015 Church Council
Officers
President

Cheryl Widman

847-2865

Vice President

Kevin Cooper

330-9660

Secretary

Kristi Adams

741-7669

Treasurer

Trinity Bohlman

599-2259

Pastor

Amy Eisenmann

732-0808

Teams
Education

Alicia Schumacher

740-6109

Fellowship

Ruth Waller

847-2795

Outreach

Sharon Gustafson

599-2683

Properties

Duane Naas

215-1809

Stewardship

Julie Shirek

739-2765

Worship

Val Uhlir

739-2554

Youth

Robyn Bohlman

739-4192

For a complete council directory go to
stmatthewslutheranchurch.org and click on contact us.

Come and join us on Sunday, Feb
7th as Bishop Terry is visiting!
He will be with us for coffee and
conversation at 9 am, and then
preaching in worship at 10 am.
The Sunday Schoolers will be singing
in worship that morning too...come
and join the fun!

