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And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”-Isaiah  6:8 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Do you remember what it felt like to wait for Christmas to come as a child?  When the days 

dragged on and it felt like it would never get here?  Now as adults, we can’t believe that it is 

already almost Advent, and we don’t feel like there is ever enough time to do everything that 

needs to get done.   

This Advent on Sunday mornings, we will gather and remember why we wait.  We will gather 

and recognize that we are all waiting differently.  Some of us are waiting impatiently like the 

kids, or waiting anxiously because of stresses that are going on in your life.  Others are waiting 

hopefully as they will be meeting new in-laws or new grandchildren this holiday season.  Many 

of us will be waiting actively, getting our homes ready for Christmas. 

I invite you to join us as we wait, and take time to prepare your hearts as well.  I encourage you 

to try a new activity like DIGG, our adult education class, or Responsive Prayer that meets every 

Wednesday at church at 7 am.  Stop in at Men in Mission on Sunday mornings at 9, or at Wine, 

Women, and the Word as a way to refill your cup of life.  As you get everything ready for your 

family to enjoy the holiday, do something that will also deepen the experience for you. 

Stop in at the Prayer Vigil from December 31-Jan 1 and take the time to thank God for the 

blessings he has given, and pray for his guidance in the year ahead. 

However you celebrate these holidays, I pray that your celebrations bring the peace of the 

Christ Child to your homes and to your hearts, and that the love of God can be felt throughout 

your celebrations.   

May God be with each and every one of you, and may you experience the excitement of 

Christmas through the eyes of our children once more. 

Grace and peace,                                                                                                                               

Pastor Amy 



 

2   The Messenger | December 2016 

LYO - Yo u t h  G r o u p  

Generation Change Has 
Begun! 

The class for teens and money 
started on Weds, November 
2nd.  Kids have been learning a 
lot about the value of things 
and how much God values them 
too!  If you would like your teen 
to still be able to join this class, 
talk to Pastor Amy today! 

Youth Group Students –  

On Wednesday,             
December 14th we will 
be preparing breakfast 
bags to help the            
Outreach team provide 
them to the Northlands 
Rescue Mission.  If you haven’t checked out LYO ask one 
of your high school friends that come.  We’ve even had a 
few regular attendees that aren’t members of St. 
Matthew’s, which is very exciting.  A good time is had by 
everyone who attends.  Have a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!!! We will meet on Jan. 11th for the first 
time in 2017.  See you at Youth Group!   

Our Youth Group had a blast at  Bunco 
night!  We enjoyed pizza, games, and 
lots of laughs too!  Come and join us 
for the next LYO night!  All youth 
grades 9-12 are welcome! 



 

 

F u n  a n d   F e l l o w s h i p  

 

 On Sunday,         
December 11th, 
there will be a    
cookie exchange for 
any member who 
would like to               
participate.  The 
event will be held   
after church in the 
fellowship hall.  For 

those of you who are not familiar with a cookie           
exchange, here is how it works.   You bring 36 cookies 
of your choice (you can have them decorated for the 
holidays, bring favorite holiday cookies, or just one of 
your all-time favorite cookies).  Everyone else who is 
participating will be bringing 36 cookies  also.  Make 
sure you bring a plate or container along to put your 
cookies in.  You will choose 36 cookies to take home 
and enjoy!   You should get a nice variety!    If you have 
any questions, please contact me.     
   Ruth Waller-Fellowship Team 

St. Matthew's and St. Jude's churches will once 

again sponsor the Angel Tree project.  This project 

distributes Christmas gifts to families in need in 

the surrounding community.  Members are asked 

to pick an angel from the tree, purchase the 

gift that is written on the Angel and then       

return it, wrapped, to the tree by December 

11.   If you know of someone in our community 

who should be included in the Angel Tree Project 

this Christmas Season, please contact Cynthia 

Prom (701-739-6407)or Rita West  (701-213-

7275).  All names are kept confidential. 

We need your help!! 

The Outreach Team, 

along with LYO will be 

gathering supplies to 

make oatmeal breakfast 

bags for the Northlands 

Rescue Mission.  Items 

needed are snack size 

ziplock bags, quick cook 

oatmeal, plastic 

spoons, powdered milk, 

sugar, and raisins.        

See the display at the 

church for more info or 

contact Julie Brorby 

(701-740-2906). 

The Sunday School Christmas     

Program will be held at 10 am on 

December 18.   

Dress Rehearsal will be held on    

Saturday, December 17 at 9:30 am 
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MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 
men gather each Sunday morning 
at 9 am in the Rosendal Room for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of 
discussion vary, but new folks are 
always welcome to join them. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER This 
gathering is open to anyone, and 
meets at 7:00 am on Wednesdays in 
the Sanctuary.  This group spends 
time in responsive prayer, and then 
enjoys a cup of coffee as well.  They 
are off to work by 7:30.  Come and 
join us as a great way to focus 
midweek!  

WINE, WOMEN & THE WORD 
The next gathering of Wine, 
Women, and the Word will be on 
November 28 at 6:30 pm at 
Whitey’s in East Grand Forks. This 
relaxed group of gals meets once a 
month for dinner, conversation, 
and bible study.  New folks are 
always welcome to join us!  

WELCA BIBLE STUDY This 
group takes turns hosting in homes 
for an evening of desert, coffee and 
Bible Study.  Currently they are 
working through the book 
“Listening for the Voice of God: 
Growing in Faith Everyday.”  

WELCA Bible Study will meet 
Monday December 19 at Dianne 
Lundgren’s House  For a copy of 
the book they are studying, contact 
the church office at 599-2081. 

SISTERS OF STRENGTH This 
group of ladies meets the last 
Wednesday of the month to share 
stories, bible study and support 
each other.  They will not be 
meeting in December, but will 
resume in January  They typically 
meet at Panera at noon.  Come and 
join this group of encouragers and 
give yourself a boost! 

O n g o i n g  M i n i s t r i e s  

Delighting in God’s Grace 

Here’s the DIGG schedule for December:  

December 4                                                                               

Pastor Amy: Experiencing Advent 

Come and take a break from the hustle 

and the bustle of the holidays on Dec 4 at 

9 am.  Come and breathe and be, as we 

pray, listen to scripture of the season, and 

slow down and remember what the     

season is all about, and enjoy some          

holiday goodies too! 

Thank you to everyone who is a part of the ministry 
at Saint Matthew’s!  Here are a few folks we would 
like to say a special thank you to this month! We 
apologize if we miss 
anyone!    
 
The church mouse would 
like to thank: 
 Sara M. for organizing 

the Festival of Tables 
 John S, Ryan W, Roy O, 

Roger G, Bill W for 
helping move furniture for 
floor stripping and carpet laying 

 Nathan S, Madi S, and Trinity J for helping organize 
Sunday School Supplies 

 Megan B, Jordyn B, Averie G, Josie S, Trinity B, Charla 
P, Kristie A, , Beth K, Dara F, Ellie S, Jill S for teaching 
Sunday School this fall! 

 Bre B, Kevin C, Deb D, and John S for teaching 
Confirmation this fall! 

 Bill W, Roy O, Roger G, Mike S, John S, and Duane N 
for helping lay the carpet in the Rosendal Room 

 Mike U for mowing and bagging the leaves behind the 
church 

Thanks to all who are making a difference!  We 
appreciate you! 



 

 

Greetings from the Worship Team! 
HOW can it possibly be December Already!!?? 
 
If you've been enjoying the Spontaneous Choir, please 
consider joining them this month.     You don’t need to 
know the song...just come and sing along!  We are    
especially encouraging youth and men to join the song!  
We would like to see more people participate if we are 
going to keep spontaneous choir going on a monthly 
basis. 
 
Also, a reminder to confirmation students and parents, 
you can earn discipleship requirements by assisting with Coffee Klatch; by serving and 
cleaning up.  If you want to know how to help with Coffee Klatch, talk to Val or Donny! 
 
We ALL have enjoyed LYO taking on the 3rd Sunday of each month. THANK YOU LYO!! 
 
May you have a Blessed Christmas and New Year! 
 
Valorie Uhlir, Worship Team Lead 701-739-2554 

“I was a little reluctant on committing myself to a weekly class of    

Financial Peace University because I didn’t think I would have time 

and thought I could just take the online class.  But I am so glad I 

took the class at St Matthew's, the weeks went by very quickly and it 

was so motivating to join a group of people who could share their 

progress each week (something I would never get if I just did an 

online class by myself).  Really enjoyed all of Dave Ramsey’s            

materials and all his help about how to get out of debt and also get 

information on insurance, retirement, and on giving!  Great class to 

take for people of all ages! “ 

-Ryan Welsh 

“Financial Peace has opened our 
eyes to be more budget minded, 
keeping track of our financial well 
being. It has helped to reduce stress 
of managing money. 
Dave Ramsey teaches in a faith 
based manor how to live better and 
get more enjoyment out of your 
life.  It is a very worthwhile program.“ 
 -Duane and Chris Naas   

Why participate in Financial Peace University?  

 -A word from our members... 

Financial Peace Classes begin on 

Monday, January 9th at 7:00 pm.  

For more information, contact 

the church office at 599-2081 
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2 LeeAnn Novak, Brock Vaagene 

3 Susan Dobmeier, Jamie Turano, 
Pastor Amy 

4 Maggie Johnson, Neil Lindell 

5 Corbin Peterson 

6 Jim Hanson 

8 Rachel Anderson, Heidi Strande, 
Jada Welke 

9 Larry Eliason 

11 
Ryan Welsh 

12 Weston Lupien 

13 Whitney Everett, Christopher 
Staveteig, Jettie Strand, Mike Zak 

15 
Emma Wilson 

16 Mike Brorby 

17 Jason Bischoff 

19 Ashley Potter 

20 Penny Tomanek 

21 Caden Kurz 

22 Dara Faul, Kaja Starcevic 

23 Travis Brorby 

24  Bryn Adams 

25 Jonathan Dobmeier 

27 Sheila Wilson 

29 Robert Hodek 

30 Kameron Anderson 

31 Nolan Bergeron 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP 
Amy Eisenmann  Pastor   
 stmattspastoramy@gmail.com 
Bre Berberich   Ministry Coordinator  
 stmattscoordinator@gmail.com 
Jamie Bischoff   Book Keeper 
 bischoffjamie@gmail.com 
Kevin Cooper   Council President   
 kevin.j.cooper@outlook.com 
John Schumacher  Council Vice President      
 jschumacher@invisimax.com 
Kristie Adams   Council Secretary   
 kmadams4@rocketmail.com 
Dianne Lundgren  Council Treasurer 
 dlundgren44@hotmail.com 
Sharon Gustafson  Outreach Team Lead  
 rogersharongustafson@gmail.com 
Duane Naas   Properties Team Lead
 dnaas@sterlingcaropetone.com 
Alicia Schumacher  Education Team Lead  
 Alicia.schumacher@gfcounty.org 
Paul Strande   Youth Team Lead 
 pstrande59@gmail.com 
Val Uhlir   Worship Team Lead  
 valuhlir@yahoo.com 
Ruth Waller   Fellowship Team Lead  
 ruthfcnh@yahoo.com 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St, Thompson, ND 58278 + (701) 599-2081 

Happy  
Birthday in  
December!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stop by the church on Tuesday,            
December 13th, for our 3rd annual open 
house from 11 am-1 pm.  Appetizers and           
deserts will be served, as we celebrate        
another year of ministry at Saint Matthew’s! 

Pastor Amy’s Office Hours for December: 

Monday: 11:00 am-1:00 pm 

Tuesday Office Hours by Appointment 

Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am, 6:00-8:00 pm 

Thursday Pastor’s Day Off 

Friday: 10:00 am-Noon at Panera 
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Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 9 a.m. 
 

Address service requested 

Join us for worship for Christmas!             

Christmas Eve: 

5 pm-Christmas Eve Family Service with Candlelight   

10 pm-Candlelight Contemplative Communion Service 

Christmas Day: 

10 am-Service of Lessons and Carols  

 Come and join us as we wait for 
the Savior.  Worship is at 10 am, 
all are welcome! 

Nov 29-Waiting Impatiently 

Dec 4-Waiting Anxiously 

Dec 11-Waiting Hopefully            
(Kids Christmas Program) 

Dec 18-Waiting Actively 


