Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
A friend of mine asked me recently, how is it with your soul? It caused me to stop
and ponder a while. How is it with your soul as we enter the holiday season? Are
you excited? Depressed? Busy? Lonely? How is it with your soul as we have
barely entered into Advent while stores are already talking about post-Christmas
sales?
“It’s Advent” the church proclaims. Advent is a season of waiting, of preparation.
And yet, all around us, Christmas has been in full swing since October (or earlier!).
“It’s Advent” the church sings, as we rush from one commitment to another, too
busy to listen, too busy to stop, so tired at the end of the day that we crash into
our beds. So busy however, that we are up in the night, worrying about whether or
not we can get it all done.
“It’s Advent” the church whispers...as visions of prophets and hope and a coming
savior are told in worship and small groups.
“It’s Advent” the church displays as the Advent wreath is present and another candle is lit…one week closer to Jesus’ birth.
How is it with your soul this Advent? What do you need to be fed? I am willing to
bet you don’t need one more party or one more present to buy. I am willing to bet
you don’t need one more thing on your calendar, or one more thing on your “to do”
list. What do you need this Advent season?
Maybe you need to stop. To breathe for just an hour in the midst of the hustle and
the bustle. If so, I invite you to take a break on Sunday mornings and join us for
worship. Just come and be…as you are, loved and forgiven.
Maybe you need some time with your family. You want time to sit at home with
them on these long, dark nights…but you aren’t sure of what to do, or how to start
the conversation. You want to slow them down, but aren’t sure of how to get them
to put away their phones and be a family. I invite you to stop by our Walking Wet
Blog, which can be found at: www.saintmattswalkingwet.blogspot.com
Each Sunday of Advent, beginning Nov 29, there will be a guide for simply daily
devotions to do as your family. Not one more thing that you have to do, but a
chance to slow down in the midst of the busy and spend some quality time
together if that is something your family is needing during this Advent season.
(article continued on pg. 2)

Maybe you are lonely and you need some company. I invite you to come to our
Holiday Open House, or join me as I get around and visit some of our folks. We
have many people who love to chat and would love to spend time with you.
Maybe you are sad, and you are looking for hope. I invite you to come and see our
kids tell the Christmas story on December 20th during worship.
Maybe you are stressed, and just long for peace and quiet. I invite you to come
and spend time at the prayer vigil. Listen for what God is speaking to you in the
midst of this busy world.
Whatever your soul needs this month, I invite you to come and be fed this Advent.
Not with cookies and treats (although we have those too!), but come and be fed
with hope and joy and companionship and family time and the love that God has
for you.
May the God of Hope come and speak to each of you this Advent!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Amy
Looking for a chance to chat with Pastor Amy?
Her December Office hours will be:
Monday 12:00 pm-3:00 pm
Tuesday 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am, 6:30-8:30 pm
Thursday: Pastor’s Day Off
Friday: 10:00 am-12:00 pm (@ Panera)
*Pastor Amy will be out of town Dec 25-30. She will be available for emergencies by cell
phone at 218-290-3982. Please leave a message and she will return your call as soon as
she can.
If you would prefer another time, let Pastor Amy know, and that will be made available!

Save the date for the St. Matt’s 2nd annual holiday open house! Come
and join Pastor Amy as we celebrate the Advent Season and prepare
for Christmas! She will be hosting the open house
on Tuesday, December 8th from 11 am- 1 pm.
Hope you can join us!
Sunday, December 20th, our Sunday School and will be having their
Christmas program during worship at 10:00 am. Come and see a
Super Special Christmas!

This Christmas Eve we will be offering two worship
options…
5:00 pm Children’s Worship with Candlelight-This service is
geared for young families. It will tell the Christmas story
through hands on participation of the children that are
present. There will be several of your favorite Christmas
songs, and the lighting of the candles (with battery
powered candled for little hands) as well. Come and
join us for this high energy service as we celebrate the
birth of Jesus!
10:00 pm Contemplative Worship with Communion and
Candlelight-This service will be a quieter service, allowing for space to focus on what this
day is all about. Children are welcome to attend, but there will not be a specific “Kids
Talk” during the service. There will also be communion as we gather around the table
and celebrate the entire life of Jesus our Savior.

Come join us for DIGG on December 13th at 9 amAt this point in the season of Advent, we are crazy
busy trying to get preparations in and everything
done that needs to be to make Christmas perfect.
Come and spend some time in quiet and reflective
peace. Hear some Advent readings, share some
Advent reflections, and slow yourself down and remind yourself what this season is all about! *Don’t forget to save the date for DIGG
in February-Bishop Terry will be with us on Feb 7!
Want a chance to end this year peacefully?
Hoping to start the New Year right? We are going to be
having a prayer vigil from Noon on December 31st-11:59 on
January 1st. We welcome individuals, families and friends to
come and spend some time in prayer. There will be
resources made available, and the large classroom will be
set up as a prayer chapel during this time. If you are
interested in coming to pray, we ask that you please sign up on Pastor Amy’s Office
Door. Peace be to each of you as we finish this year, and begin another.
Come and gather with other women as we spend time in the
word this month! Whether you can join us for Wine, Women,
and the Word at L’Bistro on November 30th at 6:30 or you can
join us for Sisters of Strength Panera on Wednesday, December
16th at Noon, you will leave refreshed, and renewed and ready
to care for others again. Come and take some time out with us!
New folks are always welcome to join us!

Here are the Worship Assistant Groups for December and January.
The sign-up sheet is posted by the entrance to the church. Thanks for your help!
Worship Assistant Group
December 2015
Justin & Amy Bergeron & Family
Josh & Dara Faul & Family
Jeremy & Beth Hughes & Family
Daniel & Debe Mayers
Rob & JoEllen McGauvran &Family
Mickey & Sara Munson & Family
Roy & Sandy Olson
Darwin & Michelle Potter & Family
Gary & Mary Welsh
Ryan & Liz Welsh & Family

Worship Assistant Group
January 2016
Carmen Bohlman
Craig Bohlman
Rick & Claire Herland
Paul & Sonia Galeghar
Dave & Sarah Krogfos & Family
Tim & Christine Sivertson
Derek Sondreal & Family
Kory & Susan Sondreal
Jason & Angela Suckut & Family

Financial Peace University is coming to Thompson!
Saint Matthew’s will be hosting the Financial Peace University
Class taught by Dave Ramsey for 9 weeks this coming January!
We will be having a preview class for anyone who is interested on
January 4th, and classes will begin officially January 11th. Classes
will run from 7:00-830 pm. Pastor Amy will be facilitating. If you
have any questions, contact the church office. If you want to
sign up, just go to www.daveramsey.com and find the class that
is offered at Saint Matthew’s!
From the food pantry:
A huge THANK YOU to the youth of Saint Matthew’s for holding the annual
food drive benefitting the food pantry. From handing out the flyers, to
braving the cold weather to collect the food, your efforts are sincerely
appreciated. By putting all the cans that were collected in categories you
saved the volunteers several hours of sorting cans and we VERY MUCH
appreciated this! Thank you so very much! ~Cher Meyer
Thanks for the pumpkins! Our kids loved painting pumpkins!
Mary’s Childcare

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meets every Monday, 7 pm, at Saint Jude’s
Catholic Church, Thompson, ND. 3rd Monday is open meeting.
Please use north entrance. Church is handicap accessible.
Al-Anon meets every Monday, 7 pm, at Saint Jude’s Catholic Church,
Thompson, ND. 3rd Monday is open meeting with AA.
Please use north entrance. Church is handicap accessible.

Alicia Schumacher (our Education Team
Leader) is looking for adults and confirmands
that can help with the Christmas program.
Can you help with costumes? Help kiddos practice
lines? Help serve snack at the Saturday practice
on Dec 19? Then we need you! If you are able to
help in any way, please let Alicia know or call the
church office at 599-2081 and we will get you
connected!!

Baptisms this month
Lincoln Michael Staveteig, son of Richard & Mindy
Charlotte Susan Krogfoss, son of David & Sarah

Advent 2015: Hope is On the Way
Advent is a season of anticipation as we spend a lot of time with prophecy from
Christ and John the Baptist. So often we find ourselves rushing through the season,
when what we need to do is- pace yourself. Remember, Advent is a season of past
and future collision in the present ... A time of already here (as in Christ did come and
is here) and not yet (Christ will come again). If you focus on Christmas too early, you
miss the point of the season. Join us in worship as we take some time to breathe and
be in these busy days, and join us as we gather to remember that Hope is On the
Way.
Nov 29 Managing Un-expectations
Dec 6 We Work While We Wait
Dec 13 Hope in the King
Dec 20 A Super Special Christmas
(Kids Sunday School Program)

We will be holding a special congregational meeting on
Sunday Dec 6th to discuss the proposed amendments to Saint
Matthew’s Bylaws and Constitution. Copies of the proposed
amendments will be available at the church office or you can
request an email copy by calling the church office at
599-2081. Your vote is important. We hope to see you
December 6th.

December Birthdays

December Anniversaries
16th

Tony & Paula Amborn

2nd

Stacey Duray, Brock Vaagene

27th

Chris & Gayle Lemoine

3rd

Susan Dobmeier, Pastor Amy

4th

Margaret Johnson, Neil Lindell

29th

Donna & Orville Gunderson

6th

James Hanson

8th

Rachel Anderson, Jay Robinson,
Heidi Strande, Jada Welke

9th

Larry Eliason

10th

Jayson Robinson, Penny Tomanek

11th

Ryan Welsh

Upcoming Acolyte Schedule
Dec. 6th

Michael Benoit

Dec. 13th

Pierce Cooper

13th Jettie Strand, Mike Zak, Whitney Everett,
Christopher Staveteig

Dec. 20th

Christmas Program

14th

Megan Shaul, Chris Walsh

15th

Emma Wilson

16th

Michael Brorby

17th

Jason Bischoff

19th

Ashley Potter

Dec. 24th

(5:00) Wade Strande
(10:00) Murphy Landa

Dec. 27th

Madison Sundberg

20th Kenley Beaudry, Mark Hagen,
Shelby Mayers
21st

WELCA Bible Study
Monday, December 14

22nd Dara Faul, Kaja Starcevic

23rd Travis Brorby
24th Bryn Adams

7:00 pm
Dianne Lundgren’s House
603 N Woodland Dr.
599-2090

Caden Kurz

25th Jonathon Dobmeier
26th Wesley Thompson
27th Sheila Wilson
29th Robert Hodek
If you have noticed that your birthdays, anniversaries, etc
are not being recognized in the newsletter, we greatly
apologize. Please call or email the office to make sure that
your information is up to date so that it will not be missed
in future newsletters.
stmatthews@midconetwork.com or 599-2081

2016 Daily Texts
The 2016 Daily Texts will be available soon! We will place an order
for them on December 15th. If you would like one for your daily
devotions in 2016 please sign up on the bulletin board outside
Pastor Amy’s office. Your donation of $8 to offset the cost would be
greatly appreciated.
If you have any questions please e-mail the church office at
stmatthews@midconetwork.com (or call at 701-599-2081).

Looking for the calendar?

The calendar is under the Calendar tab
on the website.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2015 Church Council
Officers
President

Cheryl Widman

847-2865

Vice President

Kevin Cooper

330-9660

Secretary

Kristi Adams

741-7669

Treasurer

Trinity Bohlman

599-2259

Pastor

Amy Eisenmann

218-290-3982

Teams
Education

Alicia Schumacher

740-6109

Fellowship

Ruth Waller

847-2795

Outreach

Sharon Gustafson

599-2683

Properties

Duane Naas

215-1809

Stewardship

Julie Shirek

739-2765

Worship

Val Uhlir

739-2554

Youth

Robyn Bohlman

739-4192

For a complete council directory go to
stmatthewslutheranchurch.org and click on contact us.

5:00 pm Children’s Worship
with Candlelight
10:00 pm Contemplative
Worship with Communion
and Candlelight

