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And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”-Isaiah  6:8 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,          

 I hope you have had a wonderful summer, and been able to find some rest and renewal!   

As we prepare to head into back to school and the fall, I have some exciting news to share.  

Bre Berberich has been hired and has agreed to serve as our Ministry Coordinator! As we 

continue to grow and offer more programming, Bre will serve as the team liaison.  She is also 

the one who will be in the know as far as what’s happening at church, how you can get   

involved, where the most help is needed, etc.  So if you have been looking for ways to get 

more involved at Saint Matthew’s, this is a great chance to do so! 

We also welcome John Schumacher as our Vice President.  John brings experience with 

him, as well as knowing much of the church history.  We look forward to having his gifts and 

skills on the church council.   

As we head into fall, there are lots of opportunities for learning, for getting involved, and for 

deepening your discipleship. I encourage all of you to take time to read about the             

opportunities being offered, and to find ones that match your interests and plug in to 

church this fall! 

God is at work in us and through us! Let’s let his light shine!                                                       

Pastor Amy 
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Most of us can recall being taught this saying in 

our younger years with the simple actions of 

intertwining our fingers ever so carefully.  As a 

kid, I found it amusing to focus so hard to get the 

church doors open and find all the people actually 

inside the church.  Today, that concept brings me 

to a whole deeper meaning.   

Objective 1:  Open Church Doors 

It’s a mission that we “the people” must under-

stand the importance of our purpose. God put us 

on earth to serve and have a relationship with 

Him.  The most important commandment He 

gave us while we complete our mission here on 

earth.  The second greatest commandment is love 

your neighbor as yourself, and the rest of the 

commandments follow.  We can’t live or complete 

God’s mission for us by ourselves.  He created the 

most amazing people who have become part of 

our very own church family to love and support 

each other.  It’s Mission Support to help each 

other connect and challenge us to stretch and 

grow our relationship as a family, but also with 

God.  Here’s how. 

ACCESS GRANTED 

Objective 2:  The Team 

Who’s team are you on?  The minute Jesus was 

baptized, he selected His team, 12 of them to help 

teach the Word.  Mission Support is seeking team 

members to help lead this ongoing mission of 

ours.   

 

If you are interested, or would like more          

information about what being on the Mission 

Support Team would entail, please contact  

Stephanie at 763-567-3261 (call or text) or email                         

sjalbin@gmail.com.   

ACTIVE 

Objective 3:  Small Group 

Do you know at least 5 church members who are 

your friend?  It has been found that those who 

have friends in a church, stay at a church.  They 

stay because of relationship. The importance of 

being a church family is not coming to church 

every day, but to love and support each          

other.  We weren’t meant to go through life 

alone.  Every day, we are faced with challenges, 

barriers, or storms.  Coming this Fall,                    

St. Matthews will be starting small groups.          

Small group is fellowship for sharing and       

interaction with 3-5 people that are able to   

provide each other with personal care and grow 

with God.  Even Jesus had a small group, His 

disciples.  As Jesus made his way to the cross, he 

had His disciples “small group” at the Last Supper 

and John never left his side.  A personal          

conversation is hard to do in a large crowd during 

Sunday worship.  Imagine Jesus trying to have the 

same conversation at the Last Supper  with a 

multitude of people.  Look for more information 

this Fall on “small groups” and how you can start 

or become part of a small group. 

STANDBY 

-Steph Albin, Mission Support Team Lead 

 “Here is the church.  Here is the steeple.   
 Open the doors, here’s all the people!” 

M i s s i o n  S u p p o r t  



 

 

L o v i n g  N e i g h b o r s  

Thompson Food 

Pantry 
The Thompson Food Pantry is 
open on Tuesday, August 9th 
from 11am-1pm, and Tuesday, 
August 23rd from 6pm-8pm.  
The pantry serves the 
communities of Thompson, 
Buxton, and Reynolds.  For more 
information on the pantry, talk to 

Cher Meyer at 701-599-2091. 

We had a great time at worship in the park with Grand Forks Rural 
Parish!  As we get ready to head into fall we will be hosting the 
Thompson Public School staff for lunch on August 22nd.   

         
We also want you to know about the new painting group at Saint 

Matthew’s.  Even if you’ve 
never painted before, grab 
your friends and come & 
join the fun!  The next 
painting group will be Aug 
15 at 6:00 pm!  St. Matt’s 
Painting Group is open to 
anyone.  Check out 
Facebook for more info!  

 

New this fall!  Pastor Amy will be offering 

the Generation Change Class on Weds. 

nights this fall for 8th-12th Graders.   

Generation Change is a Bible Study           

designed for teens to help them have a 

better understanding of God, themselves 

and money, and how it all works together.  

In the course of the class, students will be 

equipped with Biblical Principles to BE who 

God created them to be, DO more with 

their money, and GO out into the world 

ready to write their story.   

Want to be part of Generation Change?  

Sign up on the bulletin board today!   

Offered Wednesday Nights 

with pizza from 5:45-6:50 pm! 



 

4   The Messenger | August 2016 

MEN IN MISSION St. Matthew’s 
men gather each Sunday morning 
at 9 am in the Rosendal Room for a 
chance to chat, drink coffee and 
learn together.  Their topics of 
discussion vary, but new folks are 
always welcome to join them. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER This 
gathering is open to anyone, and 
meets at 7:00 am on Wednesdays in 
the Sanctuary.  They spend time in 
responsive prayer, and then enjoy a 
cup of coffee as well.  This group is 
then off to work by 7:30.  Come and 
join us as a great way to focus 
midweek!  

WINE, WOMEN & THE WORD 
The next gathering of Wine, 
Women, and the Word will be on 
August 15 at 6:30 pm at  Whitey’s 
in East Grand Forks,  This relaxed 
group of gals meets once a month 
for dinner, conversation, and bible 
study.  New folks are always 
welcome to join us!  

WELCA BIBLE STUDY This 
group takes turns hosting in homes 
for an evening of desert, coffee and 
Bible Study.  Currently they are 
working through the book 
“Listening for the Voice of God: 
Growing in Faith Everyday.”  

WELCA Bible Study takes the 
summer off, but will resume in 
September.   For a copy of the book 
they are studying, contact the 
church office at 599-2081. 

SISTERS OF STRENGTH This 
group of ladies meets the last 
Wednesday of the month to share 
stories, bible study and support 
each other.   They typically meet at 
Panera at noon.  Come and join this 
group of encouragers and give 
yourself a boost! 

 

O n g o i n g  M i n i s t r i e s  

Presidents’ Corner: 

August is upon us, here comes the fall rush! While a 
little wistful about the end of summer I am             
nonetheless looking forward to some of the new    
activities underway this fall.  

I want to recognize and thank three individuals that 
have stepped forward to fill important roles for St.   
Matthews in recent months.  

Jamie Bischoff has assumed the role of Bookkeeper.  

Beginning August 1, Bre Berberich will be St. Mat-
thews Ministry Coordinator.  

John Schumacher has accepted the position of 
Council Vice President.  

With the filling of these positions, our congregation is 
in a much healthier position from an administrative 
and leadership standpoint. I also wish to express a 
sincere thanks to Pastor Amy and Cheryl Widman for 
the extra work they have performed during this time 
of transition.  

Sincerely, 

Kevin Cooper 

Council President 

Josh Faul is putting together 

an adult co-ed softball team 

for Saint Matthew’s!  If you 

are interested in playing, or 

just want to catch a game, 

give Josh a call at 218-791-

2829, or email him at 

fauljosh@hotmail.com 



 

 

ST. MATT’S BOOK CLUB This group for  
readers meets approximately once a month.  The 
group is currently reading “The Art Forger” by 
Barbara Shapiro and will meet to discuss it on 
Thursday, September 29 at 7 pm.  If you have a 
suggestion of a book for book club to read, please 
email the church office   at 
stmattspastoramy@gmail.com 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS                         
Mondays 1:00 pm-3:00 pm                       
Tuesdays 10:00 am-Noon at Bully Brew in Valley 
Eldercare                                                  
Wednesdays 7:30 am-9:30 am, 6-8 pm                                               
Thursdays Pastors Day Off                              

Fridays Office hours by Appointment Only  

Fa i t h  F o r m a t i o n  

 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School  Aug 7-9 
 

Vacation Bible School is approaching quickly! We 
are looking for volunteers to help with crafts, 
snacks, and lessons on August 7th-9th. Any and all 
help would be greatly appreciated!  Also be sure 
that your kiddos are registered so that we ensure 
that we have the supplies and staff that we need 
to make this year’s VBS the best one yet! 
 

Make a Difference in the Lives of our Children!  
We are still seeking substitute teachers for Sunday 
School this fall. Please contact Alicia Schumacher 
at st.matthewsedu@yahoo.com  
or 701-740-6109 if you are interested.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VBS and Sunday School Donation Tree! 
 
We are seeking donations for supplies for Vacation 
Bible School and the upcoming Sunday School 
Year! Donations needed are listed on the tags 
hanging on the tree. Please take a tag of your 
choice and return all donations to the church by 
Thursday, August 4th. 

From the Education Team 

It was a beautiful day for our 

annual worship in the park with 

Grand Forks Rural Parish!  

Thanks for all who came to 

join us! 
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From the Church Mouse  
Thank you to everyone who made this school year so much fun and such a success.  As we prepare 
to head into fall, and back to school, here are a few folks we would like to thank this month! We 
apologize if we miss anyone!    
 
The church mouse would like to thank: 
 Earl, Cathy & Emma H for hosting our Wednesday Evening Meals 

during Weds Worship 
 Cheryl W for all your work on the church directory and for helping in 

the office during staff transitions 
 John and Zane S for helping move the baptismal font for synod 

assembly 
 Julie B for cleaning out flowers and shrubs in front of the church 
 Wade S,  Barry A., Duane N., Roy O., Roger G., Josh F. and Bill W. for 

helping to keep our lawn looking nice 
 Danny M. for keeping our church bug free 
 Kara W. for organizing our new St. Matthew’s painting 

group 
 Val U. and Murphy L. for baking communion bread 
 Madi S. for cleaning out and organizing worship fun  
       Bags and helping get classrooms organized for fall 
 Kristie A for donating new books and coloring books to refresh our worship fun bags 
 Mary W., Sharon G., and Mary M. for helping organize the potluck at the park 
 
 

Together we can do God’s 
Work with Our Hands! 

We still need lawn mowing help the weeks of:                                      

Week of Aug 7, Week of Aug 14,  Week of Aug 21, 

Week of Aug 28, Week of  Sept 4, Week of Sept 11, 

Week of Sept 18, Week of Sept 25 

If you can help, please sign up on the bulletin board 

at church or talk to Duane N. 

Calling All Team Members!  We 

will gather to catch up from      

summer and to plan this coming 

school year on Wednesday, August 

17th at 6:30 pm at Pastor Amy’s 

house.  Come and get excited 

about the ministry that is taking 

place at St. Matt’s this fall! 



 

 

1 Travis Manzke 

2 
Michael Benokit 

3 Roger Gustafson, Hunter Novak, 
Dawn Zak 

4 Carly Berberich 

5 Seth Arntz 

6 Trent Ivesdal, Paul Strande 

7 
Ryan Strande, Bill Widman 

8 Bethany Kurz 

9 Rick Herland, Margaret Robinson, 
Angela Suckut 

10 Halle Bohlman, Daniel Mayers,     
Eli Schumacher 

12 Lonni Peterson 

14 Hannah Ackerman, Sam Landa 

15 Morgan Muhs, Brian Overby,  
Rebekah Stoe 

17 Acen Everett 

18 Paula Amborn 

20 Buck Arntz 

21 Donna Gunderson 

25 Stephanie Albin 

26 Cami Stevens 

28 Mary Loing, Angie Praska,  
Logan Steinbrink 

31 Maxx Albin, Deb DeMoe 

ST. MATTHEW’S LEADERSHIP 
 

Amy Eisenmann Pastor   stmattspastoramy@gmail.com 
Bre Berberich Ministry Coordinator stmattscoordinator@gmail.com 
Kevin Cooper Council President  kevin.j.cooper@outlook.com 
John Schumacher Council Vice President jschumacher@invisimax.com 
Kristie Adams Council Secretary  kmadams4@rocketmail.com 
Dianne Lundgren Council Treasurer  dlundgren44@hotmail.com 
Sharon Gustafson Outreach Team Lead rogersharongustafson@gmail.com 
Duane Naas Properties Team Lead dnaas@sterlingcaropetone.com 
Alicia Schumacher Education Team Lead Alicia.schumacher@gfcounty.org 
Paul Strande Youth Team Lead  pstrande59@gmail.com 
Val Uhlir  Worship Team Lead valuhlir@yahoo.com 
Ruth Waller Fellowship Team Lead ruthfcnh@yahoo.com 

Saint Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St, Thompson, ND 58278 + (701) 599-2081 

From the Worship Team 
We enjoyed having John Bedore share his gift of music in 
June during Wednesday worship and hearing guest preachers 
Deb and Duane Hanson preach on a couple of Sundays in   
July.   
 
We also had a great gathering with the Grand Forks Rural 
Parish out at Southbrook Park for worship on July 3.   Those 
present were talking about how fun it is to all be together, 
and how they look forward to gathering with our  
congregation each summer. 
 
As we begin to head into fall, I wanted to let you know of a 
new opportunity.  We will be having Spontaneous Choir 
starting this fall.  It will meet one Sunday a month.  Anyone 
who wants to can come meet and practice at 9:00 am and 
learn the song and then we will sing it in worship at 10 am.  
It’s a great chance for us to have special music in worship 
more often, so come and be a part of Spontaneous Choir! 
 
We also will be offering classes this fall on how to usher, 
read, help with communion, and bring communion to our 
shut-ins.  If any of these are things you would like to learn 
about, talk to Pastor Amy today! 
 
 

Happy  
Birthday in  
August!  
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St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
701 Broadway St. Thompson, ND 58278 
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Welcome to worship 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Address service requested 

Join us for the Blessing of the Backpacks in 

worship at 10 am on August 21! 

Aug 7-9 Vacation Bible School 

Aug 17 All Team Meeting at PA’s at 6:30 pm 

Aug 21 Blessing of the Backpacks 

Sept 7 Parent and Confirmands Meeting  

Sept 11 Rally Sunday-Sunday School begins! 


