Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
It is one of my greatest joys as your pastor to see kids in worship. Whether they are babies, or
toddlers, or elementary kids, or junior highers or teens, having kids in church enhances our
worship, and reminds us all of what true joy really is.
As members of our church, children can learn and teach, give and receive pastoral care, and
participate in the mission and ministry of the church. If you spend any time with these
kiddos, you will know quickly how much they have to teach us, as well as how much they have to
learn.
I want to encourage you that are parents to continue to bring your kids to church. Even if you
are worried that they can’t sit still, even if they complain because they don’t want to be there, you
are instilling in your kids that worship is important to you and important to your family.
Here at Saint Matthew’s we believe that children should be active participants in the life of
the church. We are a church that loves children, and welcome them to be with us in all aspects
of ministry. If you are not a parent, or your kids are grown, I invite you to consider lending a hand
to those who still have little ones. Are you willing to be a “pew grandparent”? Someone that
the kids get to know on a regular basis? Can you help kids that are old enough follow along in the
hymnal or bulletin? Can you share a smile and a wave to our toddlers and babies, reminding
them they are welcome in this space? Can you ask teens how school is going? Check in with
them about their activities?
And if you are a parent of little kids, we invite you to…
Relax! God put the wiggle in children. It is a sign of the joy of the Lord in them, don’t feel
you have to suppress it here in God’s house.
Sit where you feel most comfortable. If you sit near the front, your children will be able
to see and hear better. If you sit near the entrance to the narthex, your toddlers can get up
and move if they need to. But if they want to dance in the aisles during a hymn, we
welcome that too!
Explain parts of the service. Help your children find their places in the bulletin and the
hymnal...especially to children who can read! Point out the hymn board and have them use
their number knowledge to find the next song.
Sing the hymns, pray, voice the responses. Children learn liturgical behavior by copying
yours.
If your child needs to leave the service, feel free to go with them. But try and come
back! We’d much rather have you in worship than in the nursery!
How we welcome children in the church directly affects their experience of faith and the church.
I love that we are a place where children feel at home, and where they are excited to come to
church. So bring your kids to church! But even if you don’t have kids, bring yourself on a hard
day, and I will bet that if you spend time with our kids, you will leave with a smile on your face!
What a gift we have been given in all the children here! Come and see!
Grace and peace,
Pastor Amy

Looking for a chance to chat with Pastor Amy? Her April office hours will be:
Monday 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Tuesday: Office Hours by Appt Only
Wednesday 7:30-9:30 am, 6:30-8:00 pm
Thursday Pastor’s Day Off
Friday 10:00 am-12:00 pm at Bully Brew Coffee House
If you would prefer another time, let Pastor Amy know,
and that will be made available!
Calling women of all ages!
Looking for a chance to dig into the Word of God with other women? This month we have
3 options for gathering.
Wine, Women, and the Word- will be at L’Bistro in
Grand Forks at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, April 5th.
WELCA Bible Study-will gather at Mary Loing and Ruth
Waller’s House (545 1st Ave NE, Reynolds) on Monday,
April 18th at 7:00 pm.
SOS-Sisters of Strength-will gather at Panera in Grand
Forks on Wednesday, April 27th at Noon.

All of these groups are always open to new women joining them! If you want more
information on any of these opportunities, contact the church office.

News from WELCA:
In an effort to keep all the women of our church informed of church happenings,
we are trying to update our women’s email list. Please email the WELCA email at
stmatthews.welca@gmail.com
Please include your name in the body of the
email. Thank you in advance for helping us
keep our records up to date!
From Your friends in WELCA

Pastor Amy will be out of the office to attend continuing
education in Arizona from April 11-16. Pastor Sarah
Raymond of Grand Forks Rural Parish will be on call during
this time. If you have a pastoral emergency, you can reach
Pastor Sarah at 701-740-1651. Thank you for letting Pastor
Amy get away and refresh and renew!

The Church Mouse would like to thank:
 Cheryl Widman for all your help in the office during this time of
staff transition
 All those who helped with Men’s Fish Fry this Lent
 John Schumacher for organizing the Men’s Fish Fry
 Duane and Chris Naas for all the above-and- beyond cleaning
you did during the Lenten season
 Sharon Gustafson for alphabetizing the church transfer files
 Danean Landa for all your help proofing for and during Holy Week
 Bre Berberich and Sharon Gustafson for volunteering in the office
If you know of someone who has been helping out around Saint Matthew’s, please notify
the church office! The church mouse doesn’t want to miss anyone! :-)
4th Annual God’s Work, Our Hands Day
On April 3, during the time we normally gather for worship,
we will be having our 4th Annual “God’s Work, Our Hands”
Day. For those of you who haven’t been present for this day
in earlier years, we change our service into a physical service
for others. This is a chance for all ages to come and make a
difference for others. A group of 40 folks will go to Feed My
Starving Children. For those not going to Feed My Starving
Children, we will be making breakfast bags for the
Northlands Mission, making college care packages, tying
fleece blankets, and making gifts for the staff at
Thompson School. When the bus returns we will gather for lunch and a chance to
share stories of how God used our hands that day to make a difference for others!
Everyone is welcome to come and do God’s Work, with our hands!

New Member Sunday will be on Sunday, April 24, with a
potluck following worship. If you know of someone who might
be interested in joining the church, let the church office know!
Otherwise, bring some food to share and come and meet our
new members!

A new fund has been created called Grace Gifts. Money
donated into this fund will be used for pastoral emergencies (such as
when someone comes to the church who can’t afford diapers, gas, etc).
If you have any questions please contact the church office.

The next All Team Meeting will be Wednesday, April 6 at 6:30
pm. Please do your best to be there! This will be one of our last
All Team Meetings until fall!

There will be an open house celebrating the 50th wedding anniversary
of Richard and Mary Loing on April 9, 2016
from 2:00-5:00 p.m. at St. Matthews Church.
There will be a short program then a lunch.
Please, no gifts! Please come and help them
celebrate!
Sincerely,
Jim & Audrey Vind, Ruth Waller & family, Nancy
& Doug Rothe and family, Janet & Randy Hanson
& family, & Randy Loing & family
Calling all 3 –year-old to 5th Grade Parents!!
At the beginning of the Lent Season all the Sunday School
Kids were sent home with a “Barn Bank.” This is to raise
money for World Hunger (the same place our Holy Cow
money goes!) On Easter, the kids are asked to bring
back the Barn Banks to help others in need. We are
looking forward to hear how much money we raised to
support this cause! As we near the end of the Sunday
School Year, the 3-year-olds are invited to visit
Sunday School on April 3, 10, 17 and 24th.
Sunday School begins at 9am! The Sunday School Kids
will also be singing in Church on April 24th. They are looking forward to sharing
their singing talents with you all!
Alicia Schumacher, Education Team Lead

The Bishop is coming! Bishop Terry was unable to make it
when he hoped to join us in February, so he will be joining
us at DIGG (9 am), Worship (10 am), and Lunch afterwards
(11 am) on April 24th. Come and join us as we hear news
from the synod office, and enjoy some fun conversation
with the bishop!

GREETINGS FROM THE WORSHIP TEAM!

We've gotten through Winter and on to Spring. With the
Spring changes, we're also going to see a few changes
to the Worship listings. As per request from many, I've
changed the assignment calendar to a 12-month
listing. I have assigned months chosen to those that
filled out the time and talent sheets. As the year progresses, you will see your month, which will remain the same year to year. I'm hoping this will
make for better planning and participation. IF your month is NOT convenient for you, I'll try and
make adjustments. IF you see your name come up and you haven't done worship assisting before,
I am more than willing to meet with you and go over the activities. There are also instruction sheets
on the wall and in each location, explaining the individual duties.
I am also encouraging you to sign up for coffee at the same time. There is a signup sheet beside
the calendar and most dates are open. Nothing elaborate needs to be provided and you are more
than welcome to reimburse yourself from the coffee fund at the end of the event.
I THANK YOU in advance for helping make the service run smoothly!
Valorie Uhlir, Worship Team lead

Here are the Worship Assistant Groups for April and May.
April 2016
Tony & Paula Amborn Family
Jeremy & Beth Hughes Family
Dean & Barbie Larson Family
Mike & Nancy Morgan
Jason & Alicia Schumacher Family
Paul & Heidi Strande Family
Lisa Strand Family

May 2016
RaeAnn Burger
Roger & Sharon Gustafson
Trent & Tracie Ivesdal Family
Travis & Brook Fretheim Family
Ladonna Mortenson Family
John & Jill Schumacher Family
Jason & Angela Suckut Family
Mary Mitchell

Youth Team News
First of all, we want to thank Donny Ackerman
& Mickey Munson for all they have done as
part of the Youth Team. Also, thank you to
Robyn Bohlman who will continue to be part of
our team but is no longer serving as the team
lead. At this time the Youth Team consists of
Barbie Larson, Robyn Bohlman, Doris Cooper, Heidi Strande and Paul Strande, who is the
Youth Team lead. We look forward to continuing the great things that Youth Team/LYO has
been doing. We will resume LYO on March 30th at 6:30PM while also meeting on April 13th
and 27th. Reminder that LYO is for all high school students that are past confirmation as well
as for their friends that might not be members of St. Matthew’s. Our 8th graders will be able
to join our LYO group beginning in May!!! We look forward to welcoming these soon-to-be
confirmands to our group.
Paul Strande, Youth Team Lead

From the Property Team-

Hopefully we are done with snow for the year! Thank
you to Gary Welsh and John Bohlman for keeping
our parking lot clean this winter. Along with the
Men’s Group of Saint Matthew’s, the Property Team
has recently installed a partition folding door in the
fellowship hall. This door will allow the church, when
needed, to have a sound-buffered area for group meetings, youth activities, etc. The new room that this
partition created is called the Rosendal Room. Also,
very soon we will be installing a roll up door for the kitchen counter. Thank you
to everyone involved in installation and generous contributions for these door
projects. Another much-needed project recently completed was installation of new
cabinets and countertops in the food pantry and more shelving in the Man Cave.
General maintenance is ongoing at Saint Matthew’s. Please let someone know
on the Property Team if something needs repair and attention. With spring
around the corner, watch for the volunteer mowing and weed whacking
schedule that will be up soon. Thank you in advance for your help!
Duane Naas, Property Team Lead

Congratulations to Nora Dale Berberich who was
baptized on March 13! Nora’s parents are Nate and
Bre Berberich and her sponsors are Travis and Deann
Dearinger and Gretchen and Blake Guetter.

Congratulations to Cody Wilson and Heather Riggle who
were married at Saint Matthew’s on Friday, March 11.

Attention Ladies:
We will be hosting our 2nd Annual Ladies Social on May 1 at
Saint Matthew’s from 2:00-4:00 pm. We will be planting again,
have a luncheon and one or two mystery activities. Please come join
us! Please RSVP by April 24 with your name and number of people
who will be attending. You can RSVP to Ruth Waller at
ruthfcnh@yahoo.com or you can sign up on the sheet at the church!
Hope to see you there!
Ruth Waller, Fellowship Team Lead

April Birthdays

April Anniversaries

1st

Matthew Brorby, Brooke Shimek

6th

Jeremy & Rachel Anderson

2nd

Landon Geatz, Cassandra Hovet

3rd

Kacey Munson, Kara Welke

9th

Richard & Mary Loing

4th

Dena Hegg, Benjamin Hippen

10th

Dave & Diane Fugleberg

5th

Tracie Ivesdal

6th

Gary Welsh

20th

Chris & Shelly Walsh

7th

Dan McMenamy, Scott Peterson

24th

Randy & Becky Bohlman

10th

Earl Haugen, Jerod Lupien, Nancy Morgan,
Steven Tomanek, Ashley Wiskow

11th

Claire Herland

12th

Benjamin Scheer, Brady Wilson

14th

Danean Landa, Connor Praska

16th

Brian Muhs

17th

Newell Ueland

_____________ (Easter-EARLY)

18th

Isaac Halvorson

Ellie Schumacher

19th

Ryan Gilberg

April 3

None Needed

20th Charla Peterson

April 10

Zach Peterson

April 17th

Bailey Munson

23rd Scott Landa, Jakob Starcevic, Mac
Starcevic

April 26th

Zach Peterson

25th Ava Anderson, Julie Brorby, Stacy Plautz

Upcoming Acolyte Schedule
March 27

21st

Bobbie Sondreal, Lisa Steinbrink

26th Cody Wilson
27th Trinity Bohlman, Jessica Heimark
29th Jamie Bischoff
30th Collin Longo
If you have noticed that your birthdays, anniversaries, etc
are not being recognized in the newsletter, we greatly
apologize. Please call or email the office to make sure that
your information is up to date so that it will not be missed
in future newsletters.
stmatthews@midconetwork.com or 599-2081

Calling all parents! Do you have a
child graduating from high school or
college? Please notify the church office
and let us know their name and where
they are graduating from. Graduation
Sunday will be May 15th. We will recognize all graduates in worship and have a
special coffee klatch in their honor!

The Blessing of
the Bible
Campers will be
on Wednesday,
June 1 during
Weds Eve
Worship. Come and join us as we pray
for all our kids who will be coming to Bible Camp this year.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2016 Church Council
Officers
President

Kevin Cooper

Vice President

OPEN

330-9660

Secretary

Kristi Adams

741-7669

Treasurer

Dianne Lundgren

740-2991

Pastor

Amy Eisenmann

732-0808

Teams
Education

Alicia Schumacher

740-6109

Fellowship

Ruth Waller

847-2795

Outreach

Sharon Gustafson

599-2683

Properties

Duane Naas

215-1809

Mission Support Stephanie Albin

599-2525

Worship

Val Uhlir

739-2554

Youth

Paul Strande

740-5372

March 20-Palm Sunday Worship at 10 amwith Sunday School Kids Singing in Worship
March 24- Maundy Thursday Worship at
7 pm with First Communion
March 25- Good Friday Tenebrae Worship
at 7 pm
March 27- Easter Sunrise Worship at 7 am,
Festival Worship at 10 am

For a complete council directory go to
stmatthewslutheranchurch.org and click on contact us.

